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Introduction 


The American Convention for Promoting the 
Abolition of Slavery and Improving the Condition of 
the African Race was the major national organization 
working for Negro emancipation during the years 
1794-1829. 

The American Convention was a loose, decentral¬ 
ized organization, its membership being made up of 
those local and statewide anti-slavery societies that 
were willing, in any given year, to send a delegation 
to the convention. There were twenty-four conven¬ 
tions held between 1794 and 1829. Anti-slavery socie¬ 
ties from New York and Pennsylvania almost always 
sent delegations; New Jersey and Delaware organi¬ 
zations often did; Virginia, Maryland, Tennessee and 
Rhode Island sometimes took part. All told, anti- 
slavery societies from eleven different states were rep¬ 
resented at one time or another, and societies from 
several other states sent communications to the con¬ 
vention, although no delegates. 

The Convention was originally called “the Ameri¬ 
can Convention of Delegates from Abolition Societies 
established in Different Parts of the United States.” 
The Constitution adopted in 1801 made The Amer¬ 
ican Convention for Promoting the Abolition of 
Slavery and Improving the Condition of the African 

vii 
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Race the official title, and it came into usage in 1804. 
In spite of its name, up until 1821 the American 
Convention was concerned mainly with the improve¬ 
ment of the conditions of slaves and the protection 
of freed slaves. After 1821, however, emancipation 
became the organization’s goal, although the Amer¬ 
ican Convention invariably recommended education 
of slaves before any mass emancipation. 

Due to the decentralized nature of the American 
Convention, its activities were limited. It could not 
demand from the individual anti-slavery societies to 
follow any precise policy, and it could not require the 
societies to contribute dues. The organization sub¬ 
sisted on the voluntary contributions of the partici¬ 
pating societies. This is not to say that the American 
Convention did not play an effective role in anti¬ 
slavery activities. It published and circulated anti- 
slavery tracts; it petitioned the Congress and State 
legislatures; it prepared guidelines for the individual 
societies; it gathered information on state laws re¬ 
lating to slavery, the slave trade (both foreign and 
domestic), and black codes. It prepared and published 
“Addresses” to the people of the United States, and 
it served as a national forum where local anti-slavery 
societies would meet and discuss common problems, 
hear of one another’s activities, etc. An Acting Com¬ 
mittee, which functioned between conventions, carried 
out the activities decided upon at each convention, 
such as printing and distributing pamphlets, sub¬ 
mitting petitions, etc. 
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As Alice Adams said (in “The Neglected Period of 
Anti-Slavery in America, 1808-1831”), “it served a 
good end during its existence, especially as it held the 
societies together during the transition period, before 
the introduction of more centralized methods of work. 
The addresses sent out served the purpose of keeping 
alive in the minds of people the fact that there was 
an evil which it was their duty to combat and that 
there was a society through which they would work. 
It scattered anti-slavery literature over the country and 
rendered it possible for everyone to possess ample 
knowledge of the needs of the cause, and of what 
was being done by the leaders.” (p. 192) 

The American Convention also served as a counter¬ 
weight to the various colonization societies that were 
active in the first three decades of the nineteenth cen¬ 
tury. The American Convention rejected the depor¬ 
tation of Negroes to Africa as a solution, and instead 
sought to make the Negro a free, educated participant 
in American society. To this end it strongly advocated 
the setting up of schools for free Negroes by the local 
abolition societies. 

The minutes of the American Convention (totaling 
1,140 pages) provide a valuable storehouse of infor¬ 
mation about anti-slavery during the years 1794-1829. 
Not only do they contain the texts of addresses that 
the American Convention published and petitions 
that it presented to Congress and state legislatures, 
but also reports on the activities of various abolition 
societies, studies of the status of the American Negro, 
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and the texts of the many different emancipation 
plans. In the recommendations sent out by the Amer¬ 
ican Convention to the independent societies, a pre¬ 
cise picture of the pattern and state of anti-slavery 
thinking can be obtained. 

With the founding of the American Anti-Slavery 
Society in 1831, interest in the American Convention 
waned. No conventions were held between 1830 
and 1837. In 1838, delegations from Pennsylvania, 
New York and Delaware met and officially dissolved 
the American Convention. 

* 


An extensive search of library holdings failed to 
locate a complete collection of the societies’ minutes. 
The unavailability of such a complete collection at any 
one place led the publishers of these reprints to call 
upon the cooperation of the Rare Book divisions of 
the Brown University, the New York Public Library, 
the Columbia University and the Library of Congress. 
We wish to thank these institutions for their help. 
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MINUTES 


Of T H K 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF A 

Convention of Delegates. 


I N Convention of Delegates, from the So¬ 
cieties ellabliflicd, in different parts of the 
United States, for promoting the abolition of 
flavery, affcmbled at the City Hall, in the 
city of Philadelphia, January i, 1794, it 
appeared, by the credentials delivered in, that 
the following perfons had been duly appoint¬ 
ed to reprefent their refpedive Societies in 
this Convention: 

ConncElicut Society . 

Uriah Tracy. 

New-York Society. 

Peter Jay Munro, 

Mofes Rogers, 

Thomas Franklin, junior, 

William Dunlap. 
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New-Jcrfcy Society* 

Jofeph Bloomfield, 

William Coxe, junior, 

John Wiftar, 

Robert Pearfon, 

Franklin Davenport. 

Prnvfylvania Society . 

William Rogers, 

William Rawle, 

Samuel Powel Griffitt6, 

Robert Patterfon, 

Samuel Coates, 

Benjamin Rulh. 

Delaware Society . 

Warner Mifflin, 

Ifaiah Rowland, 

Jofeph Hodgfon, 

John Pemberton. 

Wilmington Society (Jlate of Delaware,) 
Jofeph Warner, 
lfaac H. Starr, 

Robert Coram. 

Maryland Society . 

Samuel Sterett, 

James Winchefter, 

Jofeph Townfend, 

Adam Fonerdon, 

Jeffc Holiingfworth. 
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CbeJIcr-town Society (Jlatc of Maryland\) 
Jofcph Wilkinfon, 

James Maflin, 

Abraham Ridgely. 

Of whom the following appeared and took 
their feats, viz. 

Uriah Tracy, 

Thomas Franklin, junior, 

William Dunlap, 

Jofcph Bloomfield, 

William Coxc, junior, 

Robert Pearfon, 

Wiliiam Rogers, 

William Rawle, 

Samuel Powel Griffitts. 

Robert Patterfon, 

Samuel Coates, 

Benjamin Rufli, 

Warner Mifflin, 

Ifaiah Rowland, 

Jofeph Hodgfon, 

John Pemberton, 

Jofcph Warner, 

Ifaac FI. Starr, 

Samuel Stcrctt, 

Jofcph Tovvnfend, 

Jofeph Wilkinfon, 

Abraham Ridgely. 

Jofcph Bloomfield was elected Prefidcnt of 
tlic Convention, 
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John M'Cree, one of the Secretaries of 
the Pennfylvania Abolition Society, was ap¬ 
pointed Secretary, and Jofeph Fry, Door¬ 
keeper. 

Agreed, That all queftions, which {hall 
come before this Convention, be decided by 
a majority of the votes ot the members pre- 
fent. 

Benjamin Rufti, William Dunlap, Samuel 
Stcrett, William Rawle, and Warner Mifflin, 
were appointed a committee to report the 
obje&s proper for the confideration of this 
Convention, and the belt plan for carrying 
the fame into execution. 

Adjourned. 

JANUARY Second. 

Adam Foncrdon and Jefle Hollingfworth, 
two of the Delegates from the Maryland 
Society, appeared and took their feats. 

Abfalom Baird, delegated to reprefent the 
Wafhington Society in Pennfylvania, appear¬ 
ed, produced his credentials, and took his feat. 

A letter, dire&cd to the Convention, from 
Robert Pleafants, Chairman of the committee 
of correfpondence of the Virginia Society, 
was prefented and read. By this letter it 
appears, that Samuel Pleafants and Ifracl 
Pleafants, of the city of Philadelphia, were 
appointed to reprefent that Society, in this 
Abolition Societies/6 
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Convention; or, in cafe of their declining or 
being prevented from ading, the Conven¬ 
tion were left at liberty to nominate two other 
members as their reprefentatives. 

Whereupon, 

Refolvcd, That as information, and an un- 
referved comparifon of one another’s fen- 
timents, relative to the important caufc in 
which we are fcvcrally engaged, arc our prin¬ 
cipal objeds; and as the perfons appointed 
by the Virginia Society, arc not citizens of 

that Rate, nor members of that Society_to 

admit them, or, according to their propofal, 
for us to eled others as their reprefentatives, 
would be highly improper. 

In this letter was cnclofed an authentic 
account of feveral veflels lately fitted out in 
Virginia, for the African Have-trade. 

The I refident was direded to acknowledge 
the receipt of this letter, to inform the Vir¬ 
ginia Society of the refolution of the Con¬ 
vention thereon, and to thank them for the 
above intcrcfting information. 

Benjamin Rufli, from the committee ap¬ 
pointed to bring in a report on the objeds 
proper for the eonfideration of this Conven¬ 
tion, and the beft plan for carrying the fame 
into execution, produced one, which being 
confidered and amended, was adopted as 
follows, viz. 
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Firjl, That a memorial be prefented to 
Congrcfs, praying that Body to prohibit, by 
law, the citizens of the United States, from 
carrying on a commerce, in Haves, for the 
fupply of foreign nations; and, alfo, to pro¬ 
hibit foreigners from fitting their (hips in the 
poits of the United States, for the purpofe 
of carrying on the fiave-trade. 

Second , That memorials and petitions be 
prefented to the Legifiatures of fuch of the 
Hates as have not yet pafled laws to prohibit 
the importation of Haves—to cnatt laws for 
that purpofe; and, alfo, to the Legifiatures of 
the individual Hates—to prevent Haves from 
being forcibly carried away; and to grant to 
fuch of them as have been, or may be eman¬ 
cipated, fuch a participation in civil privi¬ 
leges, as, by the diffulion of knowledge 
among them, they may, from time to time, 
be qualified to enjoy. 

Third , That addrefies be fent to the diffe¬ 
rent Abolition Societies, recommending to 
them to continue their zeal and exertions, in 
behalf of fuch of our African brethren as arc 
yet in bondage; alfo, to ufe their utrnod 
endeavours to have the children of the free 
and other Africans, inftru&ed in common 
literature—in the principles of virtue and 
religion, and afterwards in ufcful mechanical 
arts; thereby to prepare them for becoming 
good citizens of the United States. 
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Fourth , That an addrefs be written, and 
publifhcd to the citizens of the United States, 
to imprefs upon them, in the moft forcible 
manner, the obligations of jtiftice, humanity 
and benevolence towards our African bre¬ 
thren, whether in bondage or free, and to 
rcquefl their concurrence with us in all the 
obje&s of the prefent Convention. 

Fifth , That it be recommended to the dif¬ 
ferent Abolition Societies, to appoint 1 Dele¬ 
gates to meet in Convention, at Philadelphia, 
on the firfl Wednefday of January, 1795, 
and on the fame day, in every year after¬ 
wards, until the great obje&s of their ori¬ 
ginal aflociation be aceomplilhed. 

The following committees were then ap¬ 
pointed, viz. 

William Rawle, William Rogers, and Wil¬ 
liam Dunlap, to prepare a memorial to Con- 
grefs, as propofed in the firlt fe&ion of the 
above report. 

Samuel Sterctt, William Rawle, and Wil¬ 
liam Dunlap, to prepare memorials to the 
different Legiflatures, as propofed in the 
fecond fe&ion. 

Samuel P. Gruntts, William Coxe, junior, 
and Abraham Ridgely, to prepare addrefles 
to the feveral Abolition Societies, as propofed 
in the third fc&ion. 
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Benjamin Rufh, Warner Mifflin, and Ifwtc 
H. Starr, to prepare an addrefs to the citizens 
of the United States, as propofed in the fourth 
fettion. 

Adjourned. 

JANUARY Third. 

Samuel Sterett, from the committee ap¬ 
pointed to prepare memorials to the Legis¬ 
latures of the different ftates, prefented two 
effaysj one to he prefented to the Legiflaturcs 
of fuch of the ftates, as have not paffed laws 
to prohibit the importation of flaves; and 
the other to be prefented to the Legiflatures 
of the individual ftates, who have not abo- 
lifhed domeftic flavery; which were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Adjourned. 

JANUARY Fourth. 

Samuel P. Griffitts, from the committee 
appointed for the purpofe, reported an addrefs 
to the different Abolition Societies; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Benjamin Rufh, from the committee ap¬ 
pointed for the purpofe, reported an addrefs 
to the citizens of the United States; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
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The memorial, addreffed to the dates who 
have not enacted laws to prohibit the import¬ 
ation of Haves, was read a fecond time, and, 
being confidered, was, after fome amend¬ 
ments, agreed to as follows, viz. 

To the of the 

State of 

The memorial and petition of the Delegates, 
from the feveral Societies, formed in diffe¬ 
rent parts of the United States, for pro¬ 
moting the abolition of Havery, in Con¬ 
vention affembled at Philadelphia, on the 
drft day of January, 1794 . 

Rcfpcflfuliy few, 

T HAT, a&uated by a defire to vindicate 
the honour of the United States, the 
rights of man, and the dignity of human na¬ 
ture, the Abolition Societies, in various and 
didant parts of the Union, have delegated your 
memorialifts, to confiderof, and endeavour to 
promote, fuch plans as may tend to diminifli 
the number of Haves in the United States, me¬ 
liorate their fituation, and eventually eradicate 
an evil, entailed upon us by our anceftors; 
which mud, as long as it exifts, be confidered 
as a difhonourable dain upon a country, the 
bads of whofe political happinefs is man’s 
equal rights. 

We, therefore, eamedly entreat you, to 
take into confideration the propriety and ne- 
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ceflity of enading laws, to prohibit the impor¬ 
tation of Haves into your ftate, from any fo¬ 
reign country, or from any neighbouring ftate. 

We prefume not here to expatiate, to the 
Representatives of an enlightened people, on 
the injuftice, immorality, and dreadful ten¬ 
dency of the Have-trade; fully perfuaded that 
men, in your refpedable Situation, are think¬ 
ing men, and that all who relied on this Sub¬ 
ject muft have been long convinced of thefe 
truths. But, Gentlemen, the evil exifts, and 
Surely it is well worthy of your consideration; 
it is an evil of great magnitude, and to pre¬ 
vent its growth, and gradually to deftroy it, 
is an objed of weighty import. 

Permit us then refpedfully to fuggeft, that 
the firft ftep to be taken is to prohibit an ac¬ 
cumulation of the evil, by any further impor¬ 
tation. Many of your Sifter ftates have adopt¬ 
ed this mcafurc, and have not found any disad¬ 
vantages ariiing therefrom. On the contrary, 
they have lhewn their approbation of the mea¬ 
sure, on trial, by enading Subsequent laws, 
giving to the lirft additional force and efficacy. 

Your memorialifts therefore hope, that, 
on consideration, you will add your ftate to 
the nurpber of thofe which prohibit the im¬ 
portation of Haves; and thus contribute to 
abolilh a pradice, no lefs deftrudive to the 
interefts of the United States, than to the 
general caufc of humanity. 

Abolition Societies/12 



( «3 ) 

Inftead of the laft paragraph, the follow¬ 
ing was agreed to be fubftituted in the me¬ 
morial to be prefented to the Legiflature of 
South Carolina, viz . 

Your memorialifts therefore hope, that, 
on conlideration, you will make perpetual the 
law which you have already enabled for the 
above purpofe; thereby adding your ftate to 
the number of thofe which totally prohibit 
the importation of Haves, and thus contribute 
to abolifh a practice, no lefs deftrudive to the 
interefts of the United States, than to the ge¬ 
neral caufe of humanity. 


The memorial addrefled to the individual 
ftates, who have not yet aboliflied domeftic 
flavery, was read a fecond time; and, being 
confidered and amended, was agreed to as 
follows, viz. 

To the of the 

State of 

The memorial and petition of the Delegates 
from the feveral Societies, formed in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the United States, for pro¬ 
moting the abolition of flavery, in Con¬ 
vention aflembled at Philadelphia, on the 
firft day of January, 1794. 

Rcjpcflfully feu'. 


T HAT, having been appointed and con¬ 
vened for the general purpofes of con- 
ftdering and endeavouring to fuggeft the moil 
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eligible plans for promoting the abolition of 
flavery; and, where its fuppreflion cannot be 
obtained, to effed its alleviation, they have 
been unavoidably led to contemplate, how 
much remains in the power of the Legisla¬ 
ture to perform. 

It has, therefore, become their duty, re- 
fpedfully to rcprclcnt to your Houfc, fomc 
of thofe evils which are dill permitted to con¬ 
tinue; and, in the name of fellow-men, to 
folicit its protedion, its aftiftance, and its 
juft ice. 

Some of the principal evils, foremoft in 
the group of calamities, incident to the prac¬ 
tice of llavery, your memorialifts take the 
liberty of fpecifying. 

Negroes, confidered merely as fubjeds of 
property, are frequently carried ofT, by force, 
from their dcarell connedions, and tranf- 
ported to places, where even the feverity of 
their former bondage is encrcafcd; where a 
new climate, rigid laws, and defpotic man¬ 
ners, render their defpair complete. 

As fubjeds of property, they likewife 
become the objeds of plunder; and the evils 
already mentioned, are aggravated by the 
violence with which they arc executed. 

Until a radical abolition of ftavery itfeif, 
by exploding the general opinion, that the 
colour of a man is evidence of his depriva¬ 
tion of the rights of man, fhall afford more 
Abolition Societies/14 
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cffednal fecurity, it is prefumed, that the 
legifiative prote&ion of abfolute prohibitions, 
and of adequate penalties, may be reafona- 
bly expeded. 

The voice of reafon, and the impulfe of 
humanity, always at war with injuftice, gra¬ 
dually tend to the emancipation ot Haves; but 
laws, often made in earlier times, or for dif¬ 
ferent objeds, occafionally interpofe between 
the intention and the ad. To enumerate 
thefe obilacles to individual emancipation 
which Hill remain, fometimes obvious, and 
fometimes concealed in the mafs of muni¬ 
cipal regulations, would exceed the real'on- 
able bounds of the prefent application; but, 
with a knowledge of their exiftence, and a 
fenfe of their injuftice, your memorialifts 
refpedfully unite a requeft, that individual 
emancipation may, if not promoted by en¬ 
couragements, at lead be relieved from inci¬ 
dental penalties. 

Yet, in breaking the fetters, and removing 
the forrows of ilavery, what do we effed, if 
the new-made man is relieved from the power 
of one, only to be fcnfible of his hopelcfs 
inferiority to all? As the opinions of men con¬ 
tinue to be regulated, we know, that the negro 
has little to expert from the diftribution of 
public fundions;—dill there ascertain rights, 
not privileges, certain claims, not favours, 
to which, we conceive, legifiative judicc 
might fafely admit him. 

First Convention/15 



( i<5 ) 

Of what life is his hard-earned property, 
if the law does not fpread its defence around 
him? Or, how is his liberty fecurcd, if he 
lofes little more than the name of a Have? 
Donations fo ineflfe&ual, and benevolence fo 
incomplete, can only excite difiatisfadion,and 
fupprefs induftry. To acquire an uleful mem¬ 
ber of the community, we fhould hold up to 
his view a participation in its privileges. 
We promote induftry, by rewarding it, and 
encourage knowledge, by rendering it the 
means of perceiving happinefs. 

In addition to the objeCls already menti¬ 
oned, your memorialifts, therefore, refped- 
fully folicit the Legiflature to grant to fuch as 
have been, or may be emancipated, fuch a 
participation in civil privileges, as, by the 
diffufion of knowledge among them, they 
may, from time to time, be qualified to enjoy. 

Inftcad of the three laft paragraphs, the 
following was agreed to be fubftiluted, in the 
memorial to be prefented to the fevcral Lcgi- 
flatures of the ftates of Delaware, New-Jerl'ey, 
New-York, Connecticut, and Rhode-Ifland, 
viz. 

Our prefent application to the Legiflature 
of terminates with thefc 

requefts: 

We have obferved, and we acknowledge, 
with pleafure, the liberality of Its confuta¬ 
tion, and the humanity of its laws. 
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As the prejudices, which thefe laws were 
originally intended to combat, are gradually 
dilpelled, their uieful cfleds will become 
more obvious and permanent. Liberality and 
humanity will extend from the archives of 
your date to the p rad ice of your citizens. 
It will be confefled, that none of your pro- 
vilions, avowing and fecuring the rights of 
fellow-creatures, ought to excite repentance 
or difeourage imitation. It will be found, 
that an increafe of the ufeful qualities of the 
African citizen, will keep pace with the kind- 
nefs and protedion of which lie partakes; and, 
in future, the dignified office of the Legis¬ 
lature, will not he to repeal or reft rain, hut 
to enlarge and enforce, the provilions in his 
favour. 


And in the memorial to he prclentcd to the 
Legiilaturc of the flatc of Pennfylvania, the 
following paragraph was agreed to be fubfti- 
tuted, viz. 

To the Legiflature of that /late which, in 
favour of the unhappy African, firft difpelled 
the clouds of prejudice, and firft extended the 
band of confolation, no further requeft, on 
our part, at prefent, remains. We have ob- 
lcrved, and we acknowledge with pleafurc, the 
liberality of its conftitution, and the human¬ 
ity of its laws. We have feen that the effed 
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of none of their provifione, avowing and fe- 
curing the rights of fellow-creatures, has ex¬ 
cited repentance, or difcouragcd imitation; we 
have witnefled an incrcafe of the uleful qua¬ 
lities in the African citizen, keeping pace with 
the kindnefs and protection of which he par¬ 
takes; and we have found the legiflativc atten¬ 
tion employed, not in repealing and retrain¬ 
ing, but in enlarging and enforcing, its former 
provifions in his favour. 


JANUARY Sixth. 

William Rogers, from the committee ap¬ 
pointed for the purpofe, reported a memo¬ 
rial to Congrefs, which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the tabic. 

The addrefs to the Abolition Societies was 
read a fecond time, and, being confidered and 
amended, was agreed to as follows, viz. 

To the Society for 

promoting the abolition of Slavery , Itfc. 

I T is with peculiar pleafure we inform you, 
that the Convention of Delegates, from 
moft of the Abolition Societies formed in the. 
United States, met in this city, have, with 
much unanimity, gone through the bufinels 
which came before them. The advantages 
to be derived from this meeting arc fo evi- 

Abolition Societies/18 



( >9 ) 

<lcnt, that we have agreed earneftly to recom¬ 
mend to you, that a fimilar meeting be an¬ 
nually convened, until the great object of 
<5ur aflociation—the liberty of our fellow- 
men—(hall be fully and unequivocally efta- 
bliflied. 

To obtain this important end, we conceive 
that it is proper, conftantly to have in view 
the necehfity of ufing our utmofl and unre¬ 
mitting endeavours to abolifh flavery, and to 
protect and meliorate the condition of the 
enflaved, and of the emancipated. The ir* 
refillible, though blent progrefs of the prin¬ 
ciples of true philofophy, will do much for 
us; but, placed in a fituation well adapted to 
promote thefe principles, it furelv becomes 
us to improve every occafion of forwarding 
the great defigns of our inflitutions. For 
this purpofe, we think it proper to requeft 
you to unite with us, in the mod Rrenuous 
exertions, to effect a compliance with the 
laws in favour of emancipation; and, where 
thefe laws are deficient, rcfpc&ful applications 
to the State-Lcgiflatures fhould not be difeon- 
tinued, however unfuccefsful they may prove. 
—Let us remember, for our confolation and 
encouragement in thefe cafes, that, although 
interefl and prejudice may oppofe, yet the 
fundamental principles of our government, 
as well as the progreffive and rapid influence 
of reafon and religion, arc in our favour— 


First Convention/19 



( 2 ° ) 

and let m never be difcouraged by a fear of 
the event, from performing any talk of duty, 
when clearly pointed out; for it is an un¬ 
doubted truth—that no good effort can ever 
be entirely loft. 

While contemplating the great principles 
of our alTociations, we cannot refrain from 
recommending to your attention the propri¬ 
ety of ufrng your endeavours to form, as cir- 
cumftances may require, Abolition Societies 
in your own, and in the neighbouring ftates; 
as, for want of the concurrence of others, 
the good intentions and efforts of many an 
honeft and zealous individual, are often de¬ 
feated. 

But, while wc wifh to draw your attention 
to thefc objects, there is another which wc 
cannot pals over. Wc are all too much ac- 
cuftomed to the reproaches of the enemies of 
our caufe, on the fubjett of the ignorance 
and crimes of the Blacks, not to wifh that 
they were ill-founded. And though, to us, 
it is iufficiently apparent, chat this ignorance, 
and thefe crimes, are owing to the degrading 
ftate of flavery; yet, may wc not, with con¬ 
fidence, attempt to do away the reproach ?— 
Let us ufe our endeavours to have the chil¬ 
dren of the emancipated, and even of the 
enflavcd Africans, inftru&ed in common lite¬ 
rature—in the principles of virtue and reli¬ 
gion, and in thofe mechanic arts which will 
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keep them moft conftantlv employed, and, 
of courfe, will lefs fubjedt them to idlenefs 
and debauchery; and thus prepare them for 
becoming; good citizens of the United States: 
a privilege and/elevation to which we look 
forward with fdcafure, and which we believe 
can be heft merited by habits of induftry and 
virtue. 

We (hall tranfmit you an cxa£t copy of 
our p roc ceilings, with the different memorials 
and addrefles which to us have appeared ne- 
cofiary at this time; and would recommend 
to you the propriety of giving full powers to 
the Delegates who arc to meet in the year 
1795; believing, that the hufinefs of that 
Convention will he rendered more cafy and 
more extcnlively ufeful, if you fend, by your 
Rcprcfentatives, certified copies of the con- 
ftitution and laws of your Society, and of all 
the laws cxifiing in your ftate concerning 11a- 
very, with fuch faffs relative to this bufinefs, 
as may afeertain the refpeftive fituation of 
flavcry, and of the Blacks in general. 


The addrefs to the citizens of tht United 
States was read a fecond time, and, being 
confidered and amended, was agreed to as fol¬ 
lows, viz. 
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To the Citizens of the United States. 

The addrefs of the Delegates from the feveral 
Societies, formed in different parts of the 
United States, for promoting the abolition 
of flavery, in Convention affembled at 
Philadelphia, on the firft day of January, 

1 794 - 

Friends and Fellow-citizens , 

U NITED to you by the tics of citizen- 
(hip, and partakers with you of the 
bleffings of a free government, we take the 
liberty of addrefhngyou upon a fubjed,highly 
interefting to the credit and profperity of the 
United States. 

It is the glory of our country to have ori¬ 
ginated a fyftem of oppofition to the com¬ 
merce in that part of our fellow-creatures, 
who compofe the nations of Africa. 

Much has hcen done by the citizens of 
fome of the ftates to abolilh this difgraceful 
traffic, and to improve the condition of thole 
unhappy people, whom the ignorance, or the 
avarice of our anceflors had bequeathed to 
us as Haves; but the evil Hill continues, and 
our country is yet difgraced by laws and 
practices, which level the creature man with 
a part of the brute creation. 

Many reafons concur in perfuading us to 
abolilh domeftic flavery in our country. 
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It is inconfiftcnt with the fafety of the 
liberties of the United States. 

Freedom and flavery cannot long exift to¬ 
gether. An unlimited power over the time, 
labour, and poftcrity of our fellow-creatures, 
neceflarily unfits men for difeharging the pub¬ 
lic and private duties of citizens of a republic. 

It is inconfiftent with found policy; in cx- 
poling the Hates which permit it, to all thofe 
evils which infurredions, and the mod re- 
fenti'ul war have introduced into one of the 
richell iflands in the Weft-Indies. 

It is unfriendly to the prefent exertions of 
the inhabitants of Europe, in favour of liberty. 
What people will advocate freedom, with a 
zeal proportioned to its bleftings, w’hile they 
view the pimeftj-epublic in the world tolerat¬ 
ing in its bofom a body of flaves? 

In vain has the tyranny of kings been 
rejeded, while we permit in our country a 
domeftic delpotifm, which involves, in its 
nature, mod of the vices and miferies that 
we have endeavoured to avoid. 

It is degrading to our rank as men in the 
fcale of being. Let us ufe our reafon and 
focial affedions for the purpofes for which, 
they were given, or ceafe to boaft a pre¬ 
eminence over animals, that are unpolluted 
with our crimes. 
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But higher motives to juftice and human¬ 
ity towards our fcllow-creaturcs remain yet 
to be mentioned. 

Domcftic flavery is repugnant to the prin¬ 
ciples of Chriftianity. It proftrates every be¬ 
nevolent and juft principle of adion in the 
human heart. It is rebellion againft the au¬ 
thority of a common Father. It is apradi- 
cal denial of the extent and efficacy of the death 
of a common Saviour. It is an nfurpation 
of the prerogative of the Great Sovereign 
of the univerfc, who lias folemnly claimed an 
exclufive property in the fouls of men. 

But if this view of the enormity of the evil 
of domcftic flavery fhould not aft'ed us, there 
is one conlidcration more which ought to 
alarm and imprefs us, efpccially at the pre- 
fent jundure. 

It is a violation of a divine precept of 
tmivcrfal juftice, which has, in no inftnncc, 
efcapcd with impunity. 

The crimes of nations, as well as of indi¬ 
viduals, are often designated in their punifh- 
ments; and we conceive it to be no forced 
conftrudion, of fome of the calamities which 
now diftrefs or impend our country, to believe 
that they are the meafurc of evils, which we 
have meted to others. 

The ravages committed upon many of our 
fellow-citizens by the Indians, and the depre¬ 
dations upon the liberty and commerce of 
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others of the citizens of the United States 
by the Algerines, both unite in proclaiming 
to us, in the moft forcible language, “ to loofe 
the bands of wickednefs, to break every yoke, 
to undo heavy burthens, and to let the op- 
prdfed go free.’* 

We (hall conclude this add refs by recom¬ 
mending to you, 

Firjl , To refrain immediately from that 
fpecies of rapine and murder which has im¬ 
properly been foftened with the name of the 
African trade. It is Indian cruelty, and Alge¬ 
rine piracy, in another form. 

Secondly , To form Societies, in every (late, 
for the purpofc of promoting the abolition 
of the flave-trade, of domeftic flavery, the 
relief of perfons unlawfully held in bondage, 
and for the improvement of the condition 
of Africans, and their defendants amongft us. 

The Societies, which we reprefent, have 
beheld, with triumph, the fuccefs of their ex¬ 
ertions, in many inftances, in favour of their 
African brethren; and, in a full reliance upon 
the continuance of divine fupport and direc¬ 
tion, they humbly hope, their labours will 
never ceafe, while there exifts a fingle (lave 
in the Uuited States. 
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JANUARY Seventh. 

The memorial to Congrcfs was read a fe- 
cond time, and, being considered and amend¬ 
ed, was agreed to as follows, viz. 

To the Senate and Houfe of Rcprcfentativcs of 
the United States in Cong refs cffcmbled. 

The memorial and petition of the Delegates 
from the feveral Societies, formed in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the United States, for pro¬ 
moting the abolition of flavery, in Con¬ 
vention a He in hied at Philadelphia, on the 
firft day of January, 1794. 

RefpeCfally few, 

T HAT your memorialifts, having been 
appointed, by various Societies, in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the Union, for the benevolent 
purpofc of endeavouring to alleviate or fup- 
prefs lomc of the miferics of their fellow- 
creatures, deem it their duty to approach the 
Congrefs of the United States with a refpedt- 
ful representation of certain evils,—the unau¬ 
thorised atts of a few, but injurious to the 
intereft and reputation of all. 

America, dignified by being the firft in 
modern times, to afiert and defend the equal 
rights of man, fuffers her fame to be tarnifhed, 
and her example to be weakened, by a cruel 
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commerce, carried on from fomc of her ports, 
for the fupply of foreign nations with African 
Haves. 

To enumerate the horrors incident to this 
inhuman traffic, of which all the worft paflions 
of mankind form the principal materials, 
would he unncceffary, when wc offer to prove 
its exiftcncc. 

Nor is it requifite to confume much of your 
valuable time in the endeavour to prove it a 
national injury. 

While it expofes the lives and the morals 
of our feamen to peculiar danger, it renders 
all complaints of retaliation unjuft; for thofc 
who deprive others ol their liberty, for the 
benefit of foreign countries, cannot realonably 
murmur, if, by other foreign nations, they arc 
deprived of their own. 

True it is, that the captivity at Algiers is 
not without a hepe, and that the flavery of 
the Weft-Indies terminates only with exig¬ 
ence ; but, in proportion as that to which wc 
arc aceeffary is more fevere, the duty of dc- 
fifting from it becomes more urgent. 

Your memorialifta obferve, and mention 
with plcafure, that this venal cruelty is at 
prefent confined to a few ports, and a few 
perfons. Hence it becomes more ealy to de- 
ftroy a degrading exception from the general 
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dignity of our commerce, and to reftore our 
citizens to their former fame, of preferring the 
fpirit of freedom to the delufions of intcrcft. 

An additional rcafon for the legiflative 
interference, now requefled, arifes from the 
natural confequence of the fatts already fug- 
gelled. 

Foreigners, feduccd by the example, and 
believing that they may commit without re¬ 
proach, what American citizens commit with 
impunity, avail themfelves of our ports to fit 
out their veflels for the fame traffic. Thus 
we become the accomplices of their offences, 
and partake of the guilt without the milera- 
ble confolation of (haring its profits. 

Your memorialifts, therefore, trulling that 
a compliance with their requeft, will not ex¬ 
ceed the conftitutional powers of Congrefs, 
nor injure the interefls or difturb the tran¬ 
quillity of any part of the Union, rcfpc&fully 
pray, that a law may be pafTed, prohibiting 
the traffic carried on by citizens of the United 
States- for the fupply of flaves to foreign na¬ 
tions, and preventing foreigners from fitting 
out vefTels for the flavc-trade in the ports of 
the United States. 


Refolved, That the Prcfidcnt do tranfmit to 
Granville Sharpe, Chairman of the Com¬ 
mittee of the London Society, formed for 
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the purpofc of effe&ing the abolition of the 
flave-trade, a copy of the proceedings of thi* 
Convention. 

That the addrefs directed to be prefented 
to Congrefs, be figned by the Prefident of this 
Convention, and attefted by the Secretary; and 
that the fame be tranfmitted, by the Prefident, 
to the Speaker of the Iloufc of Reprefenta- 
tives. 

That the addrefles to the fcvcral Legifla- 
tures, be figned and attefted as above menti¬ 
oned; and be tranfmitted to the refpe&ivc 
Prefidents, or Speakers, of one branch of the 
Legiflaturc, or laid before the refpe&ive 
Houfes, in fuch manner as the Prefident of 
this Convention (hall find expedient. 

That the addrefs to the people of the 
United States, be figned and attefted as above 
mentioned; and that the fame be publifiicd 
in one or more of the news-papers in each 
ftate; and that Uriah Tracy, William Dunlap, 
William Coxe, junior, Samuel Coates, Jofeph 
Warner, Abraham Ridglcy, and Jofeph 
Townfend, be a committee to procure the 
publication thereof, and to traillinit the ad- 
dreftes to the Abolition Societies. 

That one thoufand five hundred copies of 
the minutes and proceedings of the Conven¬ 
tion be printed; that one hundred copies be 
lent to each of the Abolition Societies now 
eftabliftied; and that Samuel Coates, Samuel 
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P. Griffitts, and Robert Patterfon, be a com¬ 
mittee to fuperintend the publication and 
diftribution of the proceedings of this Con¬ 
tention. 


Publijhed by order of the Convention, 
JOHN M'CREE, Secretary . 


Philadelphia , January Jib. 1794. 
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MINUTES 


OF T H I 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE SECOND 

Convention of Delegates. 


Philadelphia , Wedncfday , "January ytb. 1795. 

A GREEABLY to the recommendation 
of the Convention, held in this city 
laft year, a number of Delegates, from the 
feveral Abolition Societies in the United 
States, aflembled, this day, at the City Hall, 
when, by the credentials produced, it ap¬ 
peared, that the following perfons had been 
chofen to reprefent their refpedive Societies 
in this Convention: 

Connecticut Society. 

Jonathan Edwards, 

Uriah Tracy, 

Zephaniah Swift. 
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New-Tori Society . 

John Murray, junior, 

William Johnfon, 

Lawrence Embrce, 

William Dunlap, 

William Walton Woolfey. 

Pennfylvania Society. 

William Rawlc, 

Robert Patterfon, 

Benjamin Rufli, 

Samuel Coates, 

Cafpar Wiftar, 

James Todd, 

Benjamin Say. 

Delaware Society . 

Richard BafTett, 

John Rallion, 

Allen M c Lane, 

Caleb Boyer. 

Wilmington Society (Jlate of Delaware.) 
Cyrus Newlin, 

James A. Byard, 

Jofeph Warner, 

William Poole. 

Maryland Society . 

Samuel Sterett, 

Adam Fonerdon > 

Jofeph Townfend, 
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Jofeph Thornburgh, 

George Buchanan, 

John Bankfon, 

Philip Moore. 

Cbrfcr-toivn Society (Jlate of Maryland\J 
Edward Scott, 

James Houfton. 

Of whom the following appeared and took 

their feats, viz, 

Jonathan Edwards, 

Uriah Tracy, 

Zephaniah Swift, 

William Jolmfon, 

Lawrence Embree, 

William Dunlap, 

William Walton Woolfey, 

William Rawle, 

Robert Patterfon, 

Benjamin Rufh, 

Samuel Coates, 

Cafpar Wiftar, 

James Todd, 

Benjamin Say, 

Richard Baflett, 

Caleb Boyer, 

Cyrus Ncwlin, 

Jofeph Warner, 

Samuel Sterett, 

Jofeph Townfend, 

Jofeph Thornburgh, 
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John Bankfon, 

Philip Moore, 

Edward Scott, 

James Houfton. 

The Convention proceeded to the ele&ion 
of a Prcfident, and, on counting the ballots, 
it appeared, that Benjamin Rufli was duly 
cle&ed. 

Walter Franklin, one of the Secretaries 
of the Pcnnfylvania Abolition Society, was 
appointed Secretary, and Jofeph Fry, Door¬ 
keeper. 

Agreed, That all queftions, which fhall 
come before this Convention, be decided by 
a majority of the votes of the members pre- 
fent, and that every motion, when feconded, 
fhall, if required by the Prefident, or any 
member, be reduced to writing. 

The addrefs, from the laft Convention, to 
the different Abolition Societies in the United 
States, was then read; after which, feveral 
written and verbal communications were 
made. 

Jonathan Edwards, William Dunlap, Caf- 
par Wiftar, Cyrus Newlin, Caleb Boyer, 
Philip Moore, and James Houfton, were 
appointed a committee to confider of, and 
report, the objects proper for the attention 
of this Convention, and the moft fuitable 
means of attaining the fame. 
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Ordered, That the feveral communica¬ 
tions, made this evening, be referred to the 
above committee, and that the members of the 
Convention be requefted to impart to them 
fuch information as they may pofiefs, relative 
to the objeft of their appointment. 

Adjourned till to-morrow evening at five 
o’clock. 


January 8 tb. 1795. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent—Jonathan Edwards, Uriah Tracy, 
Zephaniah Swift,William Johnfon, Lawrence 
Embree, William Dunlap, William Walton 
Woolley, William Rawle, Robert Patterfon, 
Samuel Coates, Cafpar Wifhr, James Todd, 
Benjamin Say, Richard Baflctt, Caleb Boyer, 
Cyrus Newlin, Jofeph Warner, Jofeph Town- 
lend, Jofeph Thornburgh, John Bankfon, 
Philip Moore, Edward Scott, james Houfton. 

The Prefident being abfent, Uriah Tracy 
was appointed to prefidc for the evening. 

An extract, from the minutes of the pro¬ 
ceedings of a general meeting of the New 
Jerfey Abolition Society, was read, by which 
it appeared, that Jofeph Bloomfield, William 
Coxe, junior, James Sloan, John Wiftar, 
and Franklin Davenport, were ele&ed to 
reprefent that Society in this Convention, 
of whom, William Coxe, junior, James 
Sloan, and Franklin Davenport, appeared 
and took their feats. 
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The committee, appointed at the laft meet¬ 
ing, not being prepared to make a final report, 
were continued. 

Several communications, from the New 
Jerfey Society, were prefented by their De¬ 
legates, and referred to the faid committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow afternoon at five 
o’clock. 


January 9 tb. 1795. 

7 he Convention met. 

Prefent—Jonathan Edwards, Uriah Tracy, 
ZephaniahSwift,William Johnfon, Lawrence. 
Embree, William Dunlap, William Walton 
Woolfey, William Coxe, junior, James Sloan, 
Franklin Davenport, William Rawle, Robert 
Patterfon, Benjamin Rufh, Samuel Coates, 
Cafpar Wiftar, James Todd, Benjamin Say, 
Richard Baflctt, Caleb Boyer, Cyrus Newlin, 
Jofeph Warner, Samuel Sterctt, Jofeph Town- 
fend, Jofeph Thornburgh, John Bankfon, 
Philip Moore, Edward Scott, James Houfton. 

A letter, from the Prefidcnt of the Provi¬ 
dence Abolition Society, was read; by which 
it appeared, that Theodore Fofter and George 
Benfon were appointed to reprefent that So¬ 
ciety in this Convention. 

A letter, from the Walhington Abolition 
Society in Pennfylvania, was, alfo, read, 
notifying the appointment of Thomas Scott, 
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Abfalom Baird, and Samuel Clark, as Repre¬ 
sentatives of the faid Society, in this Con¬ 
vention. 

The Secretary was directed to inform fuch 
of thofe gentlemen as are now in this city, 
of the receipt and purport of the above 
letters. 

The Convention being informed, that the 
abfcnce of Jofeph Bloomfield, of New Jerfey, 
was occaiioncd by lickncfs, mention thereof 
was ordered to be made on the Minutes. 

The committee, appointed to confider of, 
and report, the obje&s proper for the consi¬ 
deration of the Convention, and the moft 
Suitable means of attaining the fame, made 
report, which, after amendment, was adopted 
as follows, viz. 

Firjt, That an addrefs be made, by this 
Convention, to the Several Abolition Societies 
in the United States, recommending to them, 
to fend Deputies to a Convention, Similar to 
the prefent, to be holden in Philadelphia the 
firft day of January, in the year 1796; alfo, 
that it be recommended to thofe Societies, 
who have not Sent, to this Convention, com¬ 
plete copies of the laws of their Several Rates, 
relative to flavery, to fend, to the next 
Convention, copies of all fuch laws, both 
thofe which are now in force, and thofe 
which have been repealed; and to fend, to 
the next, and every Succeeding. Convention, 
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an accurate lift of their officers for the time 
being, together with an account of the place 
of their abode, and of the offices, civil, 
military, or ccdefiaftic, which they may 
fuftain, with the number of members of 
which they confift: that it be further recom¬ 
mended, to the fevcral Societies, to fend, 
annually, to the Convention, an accurate lift 
of all thofe perfons who have been relieved 
and liberated by their agency; and, alfo, an 
account of fuch trials and decilions of courts, 
the general knowledge of which they fho.ll 
judge fubfervient to the caul'e of abolition: 
that it be recommended to the fcveral Socie¬ 
ties, to inflitutc public periodical difeourfes, 
or orations, on the fubjeft of flavery, and 
the means of its abolition; alfo, to continue, 
without remiffion, and in fuch svays as they 
lhall, refpe&ively, judge moft likely to be 
fuccefsful, their exertions to procure an ame¬ 
lioration of the laws of their refpe&ive ftates, 
relative to the Blacks; and, at the fame time, 
to give particular attention to the education 
of the black children: and, as an hiftoricai 
review of the legiflativc provifions, relative 
to flavery, in the fevcral ftates of the Union, 
from their rcfpe&ive fettlemcnts to the pre- 
fent time, would be conducive to thcgeneial 
benefit,—that it be further recommended, to 
the feveral Abolition Societies, to take mea- 
fures for procuring the materials, and pro¬ 
moting the publication, of fuch a w ork; and 
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that a communication of the fteps taken, in 
purfuance of this recommendation, be made 
to the enfuing Convention. 

Second, That the Convention take into 
eonfideration the cafe of thofe perfons, who, 
having been made free by the republic of 
France, are dill holden in flavery by thofe 
who have emigrated into the United States 
from the territories of the faid republic; and 
that the Convention devife fome lawful mea- 
furcs for their relief:—vve barely fugged, 
whether an application to the French ambaf- 
fador be, or be not, proper in the cafe. 

Third, That the Convention take into 
eonfideration the means of improving the 
condition of the Blacks, who arc, or may 
be, made free in the different dates, and of 
preventing the inconveniences that may arife 
from the degraded date of the Negroes in 
the United States. 

Fourth , That it be recommended, to the 
Society of New Jerfey, to enter on proper 
mcafurc.i to procure an amendment of the 
law of that date, prohibiting the manumif- 
fion of flaves of a greater age than thirty- 
five years. 

William Johnfcn, Frankiin Davenport, 
and Samuel Coates, were appointed to pre¬ 
pare an addrefs, as propofed in the fird and 
fourth fedtions of the above report. 
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Tfic feeond fc&ion was referred to William 
Walton Woolfey. William Rawle, JameS 
Todd, and Edward Scott, to report thereon. 

The third fe&ion was referred to Lawrence 
Embree, Calpar Wiftar, Benjamin Say, Jo¬ 
feph Warner, and Samuel Stcrett, to report 
thereon. 

Samuel Coates, James Sloan, and Jofeph 
Townfend, were appointed a committee to 
enquire, and report, concerning the meafures 
taken, in purfuancc of the feveral refolutions 
of the former Convention, for tranfmitting 
memorials and addreffes to the Congrefs of 
the United States, and the Legiflatures of 
individual ftates. 

Adjourned till to-morrow evening at fix 
o’clock. 


January io tb. 1795. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent—Uriah Tracy, Zephaniah Swift, 
William Johnfon, Lawrence Embree, William 
Dunlap, William Walton Woolfey, James 
Sloan, William Rawle, Robert Patterfon, 
Benjamin Rulh, Samuel Coates, James Todd, 
Benjamin Say, Caleb Boyer, Cyrus Ncwlin, 
Jofeph Warner, Jofeph Towniend, Jofeph 
Thornburgh, John Bankfon, Philip Moore, 
James Houfton. 
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Theodore Foder, delegated to reprefeht 
the Providence Society, appeared and took 
his feat. 

The committee, to whom was referred the 
fecond fe&ion of the report of the committee' 
of arrangement, reported, that they had taken 
the fubjedt into confideration; that it appear¬ 
ed to them, to be within the province of the 
feveral Societies to ad therein; and that the 
Convention fliould recommend, to the faid 
Societies, to exert themfelves for the libera¬ 
tion of the perfons defcribed in the faid report, 
fo far as may be confident with the laws of 
their refpedive dates. 

Ordered, That the faid report be accepted. 

Adjourned till Monday evening next at 
fix o’clock. 


Monday evening y January i ztb. 1795. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent Jonathan Edwards, Zephaniah 
Swift, Theodore Foder, William Dunlap, 
William Johnfon, Lawrence Embrce, Wil¬ 
liam Walton Woolfey, James Sloan, William 
Rawle, Robert Patterfon, Samuel Coates, 
Cafpar Widar, James Todd, Benjamin Say, 
Caleb Boyer, Cyrus Newlin, Jofeph Warner, 
Jofeph Townfend, Jofeph Thornburgh, John 
Bankfon, Philip Moore, Edward Scott, James 
Houdon. 
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The Prefident being abfent, Zephaniah 
Swift was appointed to prefide for the even¬ 
ing. 

The committee, appointed to enquire con¬ 
tending Hie meafures taken, in purfuance of 
the refolutions of the former Convention, 
for tranfmitting memorials and addrcffcs to 
the Congrefs of the United States, and the 
Legiflatures of individual ftates,—prefented 
the following report, which was read and 
accepted, viz. 

The committee, appointed to enquire if 
the memorials to Congrefs, and the different 
Rate Legiflatures, were prefented agreeably 
to the order of the Convention laft year,— 
report, 

That the memorial was prefented to the 
Senate and Iioufc of Rcprefentatives of the 
United States, in Congrefs affembled, who 
took the fame into confidcration, and granted 
the prayer thereof by ena&ing a law, of 
which the following is s copy: 

An Aft to prohibit the carrying on the Slave- 
trade from the Unitea States to any foreign 
place or country . 

Se&ion I. T)E it cnaElcd by the Senate and 
JD Houfe of Rcprefentatives of 
the United States of America , in Congrefs 
Ctjfemblcd , That no citizen or citizens of the 
United States, or foreigner, or any other 
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perfon coming into, or refiding within the 
fame, (hall, for himfclf or any other perfon 
whatfocver, either as mailer, fadtor or owner, 
build, lit, equip, load or otherwifc prepare 
any (hip or velfel, within any port or place 
of the faid United States, nor fhall caufe any 
(hip or velfel to fall from any port or place 
within the fame, for the purpofe of carrying 
on any trade or traffic in Haves, to any fo¬ 
reign country; or for the purpofe of pro¬ 
curing, from any foreign kingdom, place or 
country, the inhabitants of fuch kingdom, 
place or country, to be tranfported to any 
foreign country, port or place whatever, to 
be fold or difpokd of, as Haves: And if any 
(hip or velfel (hall be fo fitted our, as afore- 
faid, for the faid purpofes, or (hall be caufed 
to fail, fo as aforefaid, every fuch (hip or 
veflcl, her tackle, furniture, apparel *and 
other appurtenances, Hull be forfeited to the 
United States; and (hall be liable to be feized, 
profecutcd and condemned, in any of the 
circuit courts or diftridt court for the dillridt, 
where the faid (hip or velfel may be found 
and feized. 

Sediion II. And Ic it further enabled , That 
all and every perfon, fo building, fitting out, 
equipping, loading, or otherwifc preparing, 
or fending away, any (hip or velfel, know¬ 
ing, or intending, that the fame (hall be 
employed in fuch trade or bufmefs, contrary 
to the tme intent and meaning of this adt. 
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or any ways aiding or abetting therein, fhaH 
feverally forfeit and pay the fuin of two 
thoufand dollars, one moiety thereof, to the 
life of the United States, and the other 
moiety thereof, to the ufe of him or her, 
who (hall fue foi and profecute the fame. 

Sedion III. And be it further enabled y 
That the owner, mafter or fador of each 
and every foreign fhip or veflel, clearing out 
for any of the coafts or kingdoms of Africa, 
or fufpeded to be intended for the flave- 
trade, and the fufpicion being declared to 
the officer of the cuftoms, by any citizen, 
on oath or affirmation, and fuch information 
being to the fatisfadion of the faid officer, 
fhall firft give bond with fufficient fureties, 
to the Treafurer of the United States, that 
none of the natives of Africa, or any other 
foreign country or place, fhall be taken on 
board the faid (hip or veflel, to be tranfported, 
or fold as (laves, in any other foreign port 
or place whatever, within nine months there¬ 
after. 

Sedion IV. And be it further cnaElcd y 
That if any citizen or citizens of the United 
States (had, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of this ad, take on board, receive 
or tranfport any fuch perfons, as above dc- 
feribed, in this ad, for the purpofc of felling 
them as (laves, as aforefaid, he or they (hall 
forfeit and pay, for each and every perfon. 
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fo received on board, tranlported, or fold as 
aforefaid, the fum of two hundred dollars, 
to be recovered in jrn.y court of the United 
States proper to try the fame; the one moiety 
thereof, to the ufe of the United States, and 
the other moiety to the ufe of fuch perfon 
or perfons, who fhall fue for and profecute 
the fame. 

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG. 

Spealrr of the Hoofe of Rffreftntativer. 

JOHN ADAMS, Vice-Prefident of the United Stater , 
and Prefident of the Senate. 

Approved— March the twenty-fecond, 1794. 

G°: WASHINGTON, Prejidcnt of the United Stater. 

That the memorial, to the General Afiem- 
bly of Connecticut, was prefented, accom¬ 
panied with a memorial from the Abolition 
Society of that ftate; whereupon, a bill was 
originated, and palled, in the Houfe of Re- 
prelentatives, to abolifh flavery in Connecti¬ 
cut; which bill was negatived by a fmall 
majority in the legillative Council. 

That the memorials, to the AiTctnblics of 
New Jerfey and Pennfylvania, w r erc pre¬ 
fented, but not aCted upon. 

That the memorial, to the Delaware Af- 
fembly, was prefented late in the fefiion, but 
no order taken thereon. 

That the memorials, to the Legiflatures 
of New York, Maryland, and Virginia, by 
fcafon of accidents, were not prefented. 
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That no certain information is yet obtain¬ 
ed, that the memorials were prcfcnted to the 
J,egiflatures of North Carolina, South Caro¬ 
lina, or Georgia, although your committee 
have reafon to believe they were prefented, 
as they were forwarded by a careful perfon. 

The committee, appointed to prepare an 
addrefs, as propofed in the iirft and fourth 
fedions of the report of the committee of 
arrangement, prefented one, which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee, to whom was referred the 
third fedion of the report of the committee 
of arrangement, made report, which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The following refolutions were then adopt¬ 
ed, viz. 

Refolvcd, That addrefles be prepared and 
prefented to the Legiflatures of thofe Hates, 
which have not palled laws for preventing 
the importation of Haves. 

Samuel Coates prefented an eflay of an 
addrefs on this fubjed, to the Hate of Geor¬ 
gia, which with the above refolution, was 
referred to William Dunlap, William Rawle 
and Jofeph Townfend. 

Refolved, That a memorial be tranfmitted 
to the Legiflature of South Carolina, requeft- 
ing a continuance of the ad for preventing 
the importation of Haves. 

Jonathan Edwards prefented a draught of 
an addrefs on this fubjed, which, with the 
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refolution, was referred to the above com¬ 
mittee, who were authorized to embrace 
fuch other obje&s, in the memorials, as they 
might judge proper. 

Rcfolvcd, That Theodore Fofter, William 
Rawlc, and William Johnfon, be a com¬ 
mittee to confider, and report, whether any, 
and what, amendments, appear neceflary in 
the a <ft, palled by the Congrefs of the United 
States, prohibiting the carrying on the flave- 
tradc to any foreign place cr country. 

Refolved, That it be recommended to the 
fcveral Societies, to tranfinit, to the next 
Convention, an account of the number of 
free Negroes in their refpe&ive ftates, with 
a general ftatement of their property, em¬ 
ployments, and moral conduct. 

The addrefs, to the fevcral Abolition So¬ 
cieties, was re-committed to William Walton 
Woolfey, William Johnfon, Samuel Coates, 
and Robert Patterfon, for the purpofe of 
incorporating therein fuch other matters as 
this Convention have refolved to recommend 
to the faid Societies. 

Adjourned till to-morrow evening at fix 
o’clock. 


yanuary 13A&. 1795. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent—Uriah Tracy, Zephaniah Swift, 
Theodore Fofter, William Johnfon,Lawrence 
Erabree, William Dunlap, William Walton 
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Woolfey, Tames Sloan, William Rawle, Ro¬ 
bert Pattcribn, Samuel Coijtes, Cafpar Wiftar, 
James Todd, Benjamin Say, Caleb Boyer, 
Cyrus Ncwlin, Joleph Warner, JofephTown- 
fend, Jofepb Thornburgh, John Bankfon, 
Philip Moore, Edward Scott, and Jamc3 
Houfton. 

The Prcfulent being abfent, Theodore 
Foftcr was appointed to prefide for the 
evening. 

The committee, appointed to prepare me¬ 
morials to the Legiflatures of the Bates of 
Georgia and South Carolina, prefented two 
eflays, which were read; the one to the 
Legiflature of Georgia, was ordered to lie 
on the table; that to the Legillature of South 
Carolina, after amendment, was agreed to as 
follows, viz, 

To the of the State of 

South Carolina. 

The memorial and petition of the Delegates 
from the feveral Societies, formed in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the United States, for pro¬ 
moting the abolition of flavery, in Con¬ 
vention aflembled, in Philadelphia, on 
the feventh day of January, 1795. 

RefpcSlfully Jhcw> 


T HAT, having been deputed, and hav¬ 
ing convened, for the purpofe of con¬ 
sidering, and carrying into effed, the moft 
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proper meafurcs for the abolition of fiavery; 
and being forcibly imprefled with a fenfe of 
the dangers to which the citizens of the 
United States are expofed, while a numerous 
clafs of men exift among them, deprived of 
their natural lights, and forcibly held in 
bondage;—we think it our duty to addrefs 
you, as men, fellow citizens, and brethren, 
and earnedly to requelt your attention to 
the means of avoiding the evils naturally 
refulting from the above mentioned unhappy 
circumflances. 

The firfl flep which we take the liberty 
of fuggefling to you, is an entire prohibition 
of all traffic in flaves, between your flate 
and every other nation or flate, either by 
importation or exportation. This is the firft 
and principal object of our memorial—an 
objedt which we the more carncflly recom¬ 
mend to your attention, as we are informed 
that the law of your flate, prohibiting the 
importation of flaves, will expire fometime 
in March next. 

In confidering this fubjed, many methods 
of conciliating the affedions of this unfor¬ 
tunate people, and preparing them for that 
flate in focicty upon which depends our po¬ 
litical happinefs, fuggefl themfelves:—fuch 
as, an amelioration of their condition and a 
diffufion of knowledge among them. But, 
as nothing can be effedual while the number 
of flaves may be daily increafed by iraporta- 
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tion, and while the minds of our citizens 
are debafcd, and their hearts hardened, by 
contemplating thefe people only through the 
medium of avarice or prejudice (a neceffary 
confequence of the traffic in man) we con¬ 
fine the prayer of this petition to the total 
prohibition of all traffic in flaves, between 
your ftate and every other nation or flatc, 
either by importation or exportation; which 
we rcfpeftfully folic.it you to grant, having 
full confidence, that, independant of other 
confiderations, you will fee the evident policy 
of the meafure. 


The committee, appointed to confidcr 
whether any, and what, amendments appear 
necettary in the aft, padcd by Congrcfs, 
prohibiting the carrying on the flavc-trade 
to any foreign place or country, made report 
as follows, viz. 

The committee, to whom was referred 
the confideration of the aft of the Congrefs 
of the United States, for prohibiting the 
traffic in flave 9 , report,— 

That, in their opinion, no amendment is 
neceffary to the law in queftion. It appears, 
to them, to prohibit the exportation of Haves 
from America, for the purpofes of traffic, 
or from any part of any foreign country, 
whether a port, river, bay, or coaft, to any 
other foreign country. The generical term 
“ place” certainly includes as well the fea as 


Abolition Societies/52 



( *3 ) 

the land; and it is, in fubftance, declared to 
be unlawful fo to traffic in any place or 
manner, except only what the conftitution, 
at prefent, denies the power of reftrainirtg, 
viz. the importation of Haves into the 
United States. 

Whether further experience may point 
out defeds at prefent not feen, the commit¬ 
tee cannot predid. It may not, perhaps, 
be prudent to aid avarice and inhumanity 
by the attempt. 

Ordered, That the faid report be accepted. 

On motion, 

Rcfolvcd, That this Convention addrefs 
the free black people, in the United States, 
exhorting them, by fuitable arguments and 
motives, to fuch condud and behaviour as 
may be judged moll proper to promote their 
own happinefs, and render them ufeful mem¬ 
bers of fociety. 

Ordered, That Samuel Coates, Robert 
Patterfon, and William Dunlap, be a com¬ 
mittee to prepare, and report, an addrefs 
conformable to the faid refolution. 

Adjourned till to-morrow evening at fix 
o’clock. 


January 14 lb. 179 5. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent—Uriah Tracy, Zephaniah Swift, 
Theodore Fofter, William Johnfon, Lawrence 
Embree, William Walton Woolfey, James 
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Sloan, Robert Patterfon, Benjamin Rudi, 
Samuel Coates, Cafpar Wiftar, James Todd, 
Benjamin Say, Cyrus Newlin, Joieph Warner, 
Jofeph Townfend, and James Houfton. 

The add refs, to the Legiflaturc of the Hate 
of Georgia, was read a fecond time, and, 
being amended, was adopted as follow*, viz. 

To the of the 

State of Georgia. 

The memorial and petition of the Delegates 
from the feveral Societies, formed in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the United States, for pro¬ 
moting the abolition of fiavery, in Con¬ 
vention aflembled, in Philadelphia, on 
the feventh day of January, 1795. 

Ref pc ft fully Jhcu\ 

T HAT the Convention, aflembled in 
the month of January, 1794, addref- 
fed your body on the fubjedt of the African 
flave-tradej and the prefent Convention, not 
having been informed of the fuccefs of that 
memorial, have thought it a duty incumbent 
on them, to re-call your attention to fome 
points nearly connedted with the honor of 
humanity, and the intereft of your Rate, and 
of the United States. 

We have learned with the higheft fatis- 
fa&ion, that you have prohibited the im¬ 
portation of flaves into your Rate, from all 
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other parts of the world, except Africa. We 
congratulate you, and the friends of huma¬ 
nity in general, on fucli a ftep; but the 
time, wc hope, is not far diftant, when 
every motive of wifdom and true policy 
will lead you to prohibit entirely this fpecies 
of ccirilnerce. And we, at this time, requeft 
your ferious attention to a confideration of 
the evil likely to enfue from the continuance 
of the traffic, and to the numerous advan¬ 
tages which mull arife from its abolition. 
Among the lead of thefc, we would men¬ 
tion the confillcncy it would afford to the 
American characlcr, now held up, as an 
example to the European world; and the 
good treatment which might hence be natu¬ 
rally expeded, as likely to be afforded to 
thofe blacks who are already in your coun¬ 
try. To tliefe fuggeftions, permit us to add 
a wifh, that you would conlider of the pro¬ 
priety of palling a law, to empower the 
owners of flaves to grant their gradual eman¬ 
cipation, by will or otherwife, as we are well 
convinced, that the happieft effeds are to be 
expeded from a progreffive abolition of 
llavery. 


The committee, to whom was re-com¬ 
mitted the addrefs to the fevcral Abolition 
Societies, for the purpofe of incorporating 
therein fuch other matters aa had received 
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the approbation of the Convention fince the 
appointment of the firft committee,—pre¬ 
sented one with the additions, which, being 
read and amended, was adopted as follows, 
viz . 

To the Society for 

promoting the abolition of Jlavsry , Itfc. 

T HE Delegates, from the fevcral Aboli¬ 
tion Societies in the United States, 
convened in this city, exprefs to you, with 
great fatisfa&ion, the pleafure they have 
experienced from the punctual attendance 
of the perfons delegated to this Convention, 
and that harmony with which they have 
deliberated on the feveral matters that have 
been prefented to them, at this time, for 
their confidcration. The benefits which 
may flow from a continuance of this general 
meeting, by aiding the principal defign of 
its inftitution—the univcrfal emancipation of 
the wretched Africans who arc yet in bond¬ 
age, appear to us fo many and important, 
that we arc induced to recommend to you, 
to fend Delegates to a fimilar Convention, 
which wc propofc to be holden, in this city, 
on the firft day of January, in the year one 
thoufand, feven hundred and ninety-fix. 

Wc have thought it proper to requeft your 
further attention to that part of the addrefs, 
of the former Convention, which relates to 
the procurement of certified copies of the 
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laws of your (late refpe&ing flavery; and 
that you would fend, to the next Conven¬ 
tion, cxa£t copies of all fuch laws as are 
now in force, and of fuch as have been 
repealed. Convinced that an hiftorical re¬ 
view of the various ads and provifions of 
the Legifiaturcs of the feveral Hates, relating 
to flavery, from the periods of their refpcc- 
tive fettlements to the prelent time, bv tra¬ 
cing the progrefs of the fyftem of African 
flavery in this country, and its fucceflive 
changes in the different governments of the 
Union, would throw much light on the ob¬ 
jects of our enquiry and attention, and ena¬ 
ble us to determine, how far the caufe of 
juftice and humanity has advanced among 
us, and how foon vve may realonably exped 
to fee it triumphant;—vve recommend to 
you, to take fuch meafiircs as you may think 
moft conducive to that purpoic, for procur¬ 
ing materials for the work now propofed, 
and aflilling its publication; and to commu¬ 
nicate, to the enfuing Convention, what 
progrefs you fliall have made toward per- 
feding the plan here offered for your confe¬ 
deration and care. 

Believing that an acquaintance with the 
names of the officers of the feveral Abolition 
Societies, would facilitate that friendly cor- 
refpondcncc which ought always to be pre- 
ferved between our various afiociations, we 
requeft that you would fend, to the next, 
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and to every future, Convention, an accurate 
lift of all the officers of your Society, for 
the time being, with the number of mem¬ 
bers of which it conlifts. And it would 
affift that Convention in afeertaining the 
exifting ftate of flavery in the United States, 
if you were to forward to them an exa& 
account of the perfens who have been libe¬ 
rated by the agency of your Society, and of 
thofe. who may be conlidered as fignai in- 
ftance 3 of the relief that you have afforded; 
and, alfo, a ftatement of the number of free 
blacks in your ftate, their property, employ¬ 
ments, and moral conduct. 

As a knowledge of what has been done, 
and of that fuccefs which has attended the 
efforts of humanity, will cherilh the hope 
of benevolence, and ftimulate to further 
exertion, we truft that you will be of opi¬ 
nion with us, that it would be highly ufeful 
to procure eorreft reports of all fuch trials, 
and decifions of courts of judicature, refped- 
ing flavery, a knowledge cf which may be 
fubfervient to the caufe of abolition, and to 
tranfmit them to the next, or to any future, 
Convention. 

It Cannot have efcaped your obfervation, 
how many perfons there are who continue 
the hateful pra&ice of enflaving their fellow 
men, and who acquiefce in the fophiftry of 
the advocates of that practice, merely from 
want of reflexion, and from an habitual 
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attention to their own immediate intereft. 
If to fuch were often applied the force of 
reafon, and the perfuafion of eloquence, 
they might be awakened to a fenfe of their 
injuftice, and be ftartled with horror at the 
enormity of their conduct. To produce fo 
dcfirahle a change in fentiment, as well as 
practice, we recommend to you the inftitut- 
mg of annual, or other periodical, difeourfes, 
or orations, to be delivered in public, on the 
fubjed of flavery, and the means of its abo¬ 
lition. 

We cannot forbear exprefling to you our 
earneft defire, that you will continue, with¬ 
out ceafing, to endeavour, by every method 
in your power which can promife any fuc- 
ccfs, to procure, cither an abfolutc repeal of 
all the laws in your flate, which countenance 
flavery, or fuch an amelioration of them as 
will gradually produce an entire abolition. 
Yet, even lhouid that great end be happily 
attained, it cannot put a period to the necef- 
fity of further labor. The education of the 
emancipated,-the nobleft and mofl arduous 
tafk which we have to perform, will require 
all our wifdom and virtue, and the conftant 
cxorcife of the greateft {kill and diferetion. 
When we have broken his chains, and re- 
ftored the African to the enjoyment of liis 
rights, the great work of jufticc and benevo¬ 
lence is not accompliflied—The new bom 
citizen mull receive that inflrudion, and 
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thofc powerful impreflions of moral and reli¬ 
gious truth, which will render him capable 
and defirous of fulfilling the various duties 
he owes to himfelf and to his country. By 
educating fomc in the higher branches of 
fciencc, and all in the ufefu! parts of learn¬ 
ing, and in the precepts of religion and mo¬ 
rality, we lhall not only do away the reproach 
and calumny fo unjuftly lavished upon us, 
but confound the enemies of truth, by evinc¬ 
ing that the unhappy Tons of Africa, in fpite 
of the degrading influence of llavcry, are in 
no wife inferior to the more fortunate inha¬ 
bitants of Europe and America. 

As a mean of effectuating, in fome de¬ 
gree, a defign fo virtuous and laudable, we 
recommend to you to appoint a committee, 
annually, or for any other more convenient 
period, to execute fuch plans, for the improve¬ 
ment of the condition and moral chara&er 
of the free blacks in your ftate, as you may 
think beft adapted to your particular fituation. 

By a decree of the National Convention of 
France, all the blacks and people of color, 
within the territories of the French republic, 
are declared free, and entitled to an equal 
participation of the rights of citizens of 
France. We have been informed that many 
perions, of the above defeription, notwith- 
ftanding the decree in their favor, have been 
brought from the Weft-India i Hands, by 
emigrants, into the United States, and are 
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now held as Haves.—We fuggeft to you the 
propriety, as well as the ncceflity, of making 
enquiry into the fubjedf, and of effedting 
their liberation, fo far as may be found con¬ 
fluent with the laws of your Rate. 

Copies of our proceedings will be tranf- 
mitted to you, and we hope, that you will 
receive fuch iatisfa&ion as will induce your 
early attention to the objedts we have here 
recommended. 


The committee, appointed to prepare an 
addrcls to the free black people, reported one, 
which was read, and ordered to be poftponed 
for the consideration of the next Convention. 


Rcfolved, That Theodore Softer, Robert 
Patterlon, Samuel Coates, and Benjamin Say, 
be a committee to fuperintend the publication 
and dillribution of the proceedings of this 
Convention; and that lb many copies thereof 
as may be thought proper by the Pennfylvania 
Abolition Society, be printed, and di'dributed 
among the feveral Abolition Societies in the 
United States. 

That the addrefs, to the feveral Abolition 
Societies, be ligned by the Prclidcnt, attefted 
by the Secretary,and tranfinittcd,by the above 
mentioned committee, to the faid Societies. 

That the Memorials, to the Legiflatures of 
the Rates of South Carolina and Georgia, be 
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figne'J and atlefted as above mentioned, and 
iranfmitted to the refpe&ivc Prcfidents or 
Speakers of one branch of the Legiflature, 
or laid before the refpe&ive Houfes, in fuch 
manner as the Prefident may think expedient. 

That a copy of the proceedings of thh 
Convention be tranfmitted to the Prefident 
of the Abolition Society of London. 

Refolvcd, That the Abolition Society of 
Pennfylvania be requeued to thank the Mayor 
of the city of Philadelphia for accommodat¬ 
ing the Convention with a room. 

The Convention then adjourned fine die . 


Publijhcd by order of the Convention , 
WALTER FRANKLIN, Secretary. 


Philadelphia f January 14 tb. 1795. 
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MINUTES 


or THE 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE THIRD 

Convention of Delegates. 


./\.T a Convention of Deputies, from the 
Abolition Societies eftabliflied in the United 
States, aflembled at Philadelphia, on the hrft 
day of January, 1796, in the City-hall, it 
appeared, by the credentials produced,-that 
the following perfona were duly appointed 
to reprefent their refpedive Societies in this 
Convention, viz . 


Theodore Fofter, Providence Society * 

John Murray, junior,"] 
lilihu Hubbard Smith, 

William Johnion, 

Thomas Eddy, \>Ncw York Society . 

William Dunlap, 

Samuel Miller, 

Mofes Rogers, 
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Jofeph Bloomfield, 
Richard Hartshorne, 
Lucius H. Stockton, 
Thomas Redman, 

Eli Elmer, 

William Rawle, 
Benjamin Ruth, 
William Rogers, 
Samuel PowelGriffitts, 
James Todd, 

Samuel Coates, 

Cafpar Wiltar, 
Frederick Craig, 
William Poole, 

Adam Fonerdon, 
Jofeph Townfend, 
John M'Kim, 

Eleriry Wilkins, 
George S, Johonett, 

Robert Evans, 
Micajah Davis, 


\Ncw Jtrfcy Sdciety K 


> P cnnfylvania Society, 


Wilmington Society, 


Maryland Society* 
J Virginia Society. 


Of whom the following appeared and took 


their feats, viz. 
Theodore Fofter, 
Elihu H. Smith, 
Samuel Miller, 
Mofes Rogers, 
Jofeph Bloomfield, 
William Rawle, 
Benjamin Rufh, 


William Rogers, 
Samuel P. Griflhts, 
James Todd, 

Samuel Coates, 
William Poole, 
Jofeph Townfend, 
Micajah Davis. 
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Theodore Foftcr was elected Prefident. 

Thomas Pirn Cope, a member of the Penn- 
fylvania Abolition Society, was chofen Secre¬ 
tary, and Jofeph Pry, Door-keeper. 

Communications from the feveral Abolition 
Societies, made in confequence of the addrefs 
from the Convention of 1795, were prelented 
and read, and referred to a committee, con¬ 
fiding of Jofeph Bloomfield, Elihu Hubbard 
Smith, William Rogers, William Poole, Jo¬ 
feph Townfend, Samuel Miller, and Micajah 
Davis, who were directed to report to the 
Convention the obje&s proper for its atten¬ 
tion, and the order in which they fhould be 
coniidcrcd. 

The addrefs to the free black People, poft- 
poned by the lad, for the confideration of the 
prefent Convention, was read and made thq 
order of Monday next 

Adjourned. 
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January fecond y 1796. 
Prefent: 


Theodore Fofter, Prefident, 


John Murray, junior, 
Elihu H. Smith, 
Thomas Eddy, 
Samuel Miller, 

Mofes Rogers, 
Jofeph Bloomfield, 
Eli Elmer, 

Samuel P. Griffitts, 


James Todd, 
Samuel Coates, 
William Poole, 
Jofeph Townfend, 
Micajah Davis, 
Benjamin Rufh, 
Cafper Wiftar, 
William Rogers. 


An apology was made for the non-attend¬ 
ance of Richard Hartshorne in the Conven¬ 
tion—he being detained by ficknefs in his 
family. 

The committee appointed to report to the 
Convention the obje&s proper for its atten¬ 
tion, and the order in which they fliould be 
conlidered, made report. 


So much of the Paid report as refpe&s the 
addrefs to the Abolition Societies, and the 
memorials and addrelfes to the Legiflatures 
of South Carolina and Georgia, was read by 
paragraph, amended and agreed to. 

It was then 

Refolved, That it be referred to a com¬ 
mittee of three to draft an addrefs to the fe- 
Yerai Abolition Societies in the United States, 
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conformably to the recommendation of the 
committee of arrangement: Cafpar Wiftar, 
Samuel Powel Griflitts and Samuel Miller 
were appointed accordingly. 

Samuel Coates and Thomas Eddy were 
appointed a committee to afeertain what 
meafures have been taken, in purfuance of 
the rcfolutions of former Conventions, rela¬ 
tive to the tranfmifiion of memorials and 
addrefles to the different ftate Legiflatutes. 

Adjourned. 


January fourth , 1796, 


Prefent: 

Theodore Fofter, Prcfident, 


John Murray, junior, 
Elihu H. Smith, 
Thomas Eddy, 
Samuel Miller, 

Moles Rogers, 

Jofeph Bloomfield, 
Thomas Redman, 
William Rogers, 
Samuel P. Griflitts, 


James Todd, 
Samuel Coates, 
William Poole, 
Jofeph Townfend, 
Henry Wilkins, 
Micajah Davis, 
Cafpar Wiflar, 
and 

Benjamin Ruflu 


The confuleration of the addrefs to the 
free Blacks was entered into—After fonn 
progrefs made therein, the further conlider- 
ation of it was ppftponed till to-morrow* 
Adjourned. 
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January fifth, 1796k 
Prefcnt: 


Theodore Fofter, Prefident, 


John Murray, junior, 
Thomas Eddy, 
SamueL Miller, 
Jofeph Bloomfield, 
Thomas Redman, 
William Rogers, 
James Todd, 

Samuel Coates, 
Frederick Craig, 


William Poole, 
Jofeph Townfend, 
Henry Wilkins, 
Micajah Davis, 
Samuel P. GrifF.tts, 
Elihu H. Smith, 
Mofes Rogers, 
Benjamin Rufh, 
Cafpar Wiftar. 


The committee on the memorials and ad- 3 
drefies to the different Rate Legiflatures, made 
report, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the addrefs to the Abo¬ 
lition Societies in the United States, made 
report, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Convention refumed the confideration 
of the addrefs to the free Blacks, which, after 
fundry amendments, was re-committed to 
Benjamin Rufh, Samuel Coates and John 
Murray, junior. 

The report relative to the memorials and 
addrefTes was taken up, confidered by para¬ 
graph, amended, and adopted as follows: 
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The committee appointed to make enquiry 
refpe&ing the meafure 3 taken in purfuance of 
the fevcral relblutions of the former Conven¬ 
tions, for tranfinitting memorials and addreffes 
to the different State Legillatures; report, 

That no other proceedings than thofe that 
were rcj>ortecl laft year, have taken place on 
the memorial to the Affcmbly of the State of 
Connecticut. 

That the memorial to the Affembly of 
Rhode-illnnd was received by the Abolition 
Society of that State, who did not think it 
expedient to prelent it at the time they re¬ 
ceived it. 

That the memorial to the Affembly of New 
York was received, but not prefented; and, 
iincc that time, the Abolition Society uf New 
York have thought it mol! proper not to pre- 
fent it; as a memorial, at their recommenda¬ 
tion, is now prepared to be figned by the citi¬ 
zens at large; the object of which is to pro¬ 
cure an a& for the gradual abolition of flavery 
in that State. 

The memorial to the Affembly of Ncw- 
Jerfey has been preferred, and a bill for the 
gradual abolition of flavery was brought in, 
which \va 3 loft by one vote. 

The memorial to the Affembly of Penn- 
fylvania was prefented, but not atted upon. 
1 he Society was of opinion it was not necef- 
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fary; the objefts of the memorial being either 
already obtained, or involved in the general 
proceedings of the Society. 

The memorial to the Affembly of Delaware 
does not appear to have been afted upon. 

The memorial to the AfTeinbly of Mary¬ 
land was fent by the Society of Baltimore at 
two different times, to be laid before the 
Houfe; thofe perfons who undertook to 
prefent it were of opinion, it was not a pro¬ 
per time to deliver it in, and therefore re¬ 
turned it to the Society again. 

The memorial to the Affembly of Virginia 
was not prefented—the Abolition Society in 
that State, judged it was bell not to proceed 
with it, as they had prepared a memorial 
to their Affembly, which was figned by a 
confiderable number of their moil rcfpe&ablc 
citizens, and which contemplated the gradual 
abolition of flavery, by freeing all male chil¬ 
dren, hereafter born, at the age of twenty- 
one years, and females at the age of eighteen 
years. This memorial (which alfo embraced 
the amelioration of the condition of flaves) 
was read in their Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
where the further confideration of it was ne¬ 
gatived by the fmall majority of two votes. 

The memorial to the Affembly of North 
Carolina we have reafon to believe was not 
prefented; but we learn that a law was paffed 
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About the end of the year 1794, or the be¬ 
ginning of 1795, in that ftatc, to prevent 
the importation of flaves therein either by 
land or water. 

The two memorials in 1794 and 1795, to 
the AfTemblies of South Carolina and Georgia 
were duly forwarded; but, we are informed, 
were neither of them prefented, and wc can¬ 
not yet afcertain the palling of any late a£t 
in either of thofe ftatesfor the relief of flaves. 

Adjourned. 


January 179^>- 


Trefent: 


Theodore Fofter, Prefident, 


John Murray, junior, 
Elihu H. Smith. 
Thomas Eddy, 
Samuel Miller, 
Jofeph Bloomfield, 
Thomas Redman, 
William Rogers, 
James Todd, 


Samuel Coates, 
Frederick Craig, 
William Poole, 
Jofeph Tovvnfend, 
Henry Wilkins, 
Micajah Davis, 
and 

Benjamin Rufli. 


The Convention were informed, that the 
abfence of William Rawle was owing to in- 
difpofitioru 
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The committee to whom was referred the 
addrefs to the free Blacks, made report, which 
was read and adopted, as follows, 

TO T H t 

Free Africans and other free People of color 

IN Tltt 

UNITED STATES. 

r J 1 H E Convention of Deputies from the 
Abolition Societies in the United States, af- 
fembled at Philadelphia, have undertaken to 
addrefs you upon fubjeXs highly interefting 
to your profperity. 

They wifh to fee you nX worthily of the 
rank you have acquired as freemen, and there¬ 
by to do credit to yourfelves, and to juftify 
the friends and advocates of your color in 
the eyes of the world. 

As the refult of our united reflexions, v. e 
have concluded to call your attention to the 
following articles of Advice. We truft, they,, 
are diXated by the puns ft regard for your 
welfare, for we view you as Friends and 
Brethren. 

In the firft place , We earneftiy recommend 
to you, a regular attention to the important 
duty of public worftiip; by which means you 
will evince gratitude to your Creator, and, 
at the fame time, promote knowledge, union* 
friendfhip, and proper conduX amongft your- 
ielves, 
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Secondly , We advife fuch of you, as have 
r»ot been taught reading, writing, and the 
firft principles of arithmetic, to acquire them 
as early as poftible. Carefully attend to the 
inftrudion of your children in the fame fim- 
plc and ufeful branches of education. Caufe 
them, likevvife, early and frequently to read 
the holy Scriptures. They contain, among 
other great difeoveries, the precious record of 
the original equality of mankind, and of the 
obligations of univerfal juftice and benevo¬ 
lence, which are derived from the relation of 
the human race to each other in a common 
Father. 

Thirdly y Teach your children ufeful trades, 
or to labor with their hands in cultivating the 
earth. Thcfe employments are favorable to 
health and virtue. In the choice of mafters, 
who are to inftrud them in the above branches 
of bufinefs, prefer thofe who will work with 
them; by this means they will acquire habits 
of induftry, and be better preferved from vice, 
than if they worked alone, or under the eye 
of perfons lefs interefted in their welfare. In 
forming contra&s, for yourfelves or children, 
w ith mafters, it may be ufeful to confult fuch 
perfons as are capable of giving you the heft; 
advice, who are known to be your friends, in 
order to prevent advantages being taken of 
your ignoTnnce cf the laws and cuftoms of 
our country. 
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Fourthly , Be diligent in your refpe&ive 
callings, and faithful in all the relations you 
bear in fociety, whether as hufbands, wives, 
fathers, children or hired fervants. Be juft 
in all your dealings. Be iimple in your drefs 
and furniture, and frugal in your family ex- 
penfes. Thus you will ad like Chriftians as 
well as freemen, and, by thefe means, you 
will provide for the diftrefles and wants of 
ficknefs and old age. 

- Fifthly , Refrain from the ufe of fpirituous 
liquors. The experience of many thoufands of 
the citizens of the United States has proved, 
that thefe liquors are not neceffary to lefien 
the fatigue of labor, nor to obviate the ex¬ 
tremes of heat or cold; much lefs are they 
neceflary to add to the innocent pleafures of 
fociety. 

Sixthly t Avoid frolicking, and amufements 
which lead to expenfe and idlencfs; they beget 
habits of dilTipation and vice, and thus expofe 
you to deferved reproach amongft your white 
neighbours. 

Seventhly , We wifh to imprefs upon your 
minds the moral and religious neceflity of 
having your marriages legally performed; alfo 
to have exad regifters preferved of all the 
births and deaths which occur in your refpec- 
uve families. 

Eighthly , Endeavour to lay up as much as 
pcKFrbte ©f your earnings for the benefit oi 
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jonr children, in cafe you fhould die beiord 
they are able to maintain themfelves—your 
money will be fafeft and moll beneficial when 
laid out in lots, houfes or fmall farms. 

Ninthly , We recommend to you, at all 
times and upon nil occalions, to beluve ycur- 
felves to all peribns in a civil and refpeftlul 
planner, by which you may prevent conten¬ 
tion and remove every juft occafion of com- 
plaint. We befecch you to refleft, it h | Jy 
your good conduft alone, that you can refute 
the olyeftions which have been made aeainft 
you as rational and moral creatures, and re¬ 
move many of the difficulties, which have 
occurred in the general emancipation of fuch 
of your brethren as arc yet in bondage. 

With hearts anxious for your welfare we 
commend you to the guidance and protection 
of that Being who is able to keep you from 
all evil, and who is the common Father and 
Friend of the whole family of mankind ‘ 

Refolved, That the above addrefs be fence! 
by the Proficient and attcfled by the Secretary 
and that three thoufand copies thereof be 
printed in hand-bills, and transmitted to the 
levcra! Abolition Societies in the United 
States; to be by them diilrihutccj in fuch 
manner as fhall appear bcfl calculated to pro¬ 
mote its defign. * 

The adurefc to the Abolition Societies w» 
conlidered by paragraphs, amended, and rc- 
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committed to the committee who made the 
report. 

The report of the committee of arrange¬ 
ment was proceeded on and finally adopted, 
as follows: 

The committee appointed to arrange the 
objects proper for the conlideration of the 
Convention, and the mod luitabie means of 
attaining the fame, report, 

That an addrefs be made, by this conven¬ 
tion, to the feveral Abolition Societies in the 
United States, recommending to them to 
fend deputies to a convention iimilar to the 
prefent, to be holdcn at Philadelphia the iirll 
Wednel'day of May, in the year one thou- 
land feven hundred and nmcry-feven. 

Alfo, that it be recommended to thofe fo- 
cicties who have not fent to this Convention, 
complete copies of the laws of their feveral 
States relative to flavery, to fend, to the next 
Convention, certified copies of all fuch laws as 
are now in force, have been repealed, or may 
be hereafter pafled; and alfo corrcd lids of the 
officers of each fociety for the time being; enu¬ 
meration of the members of each fociety; ac¬ 
counts of the relief extended to Africans and 
ethers unlawfully held in bondage; ftatements 
of their condition, whether bond or free, in 
refped to property, employment and moral 
conduct; reports of trials and dccifions of 
courts relative to Africans; conformity to 
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the recommendation of the laft Convention 
to cftablilh periodical difeourfes; informa¬ 
tion refpe&ing the fuccefs of all endeavors 
after a repeal or amelioration of the laws 
concerning flavery; and the progrefs made 
in extending to the Africans the benefit of 
education; and finally, an unremitted atten¬ 
tion to all the great objeds pointed out in the 
addrefs, above referred to, of the laft Con¬ 
vention: And to requeft, thai whatever com¬ 
munications are made to the Convention from 
the fevcral Societies, in confequcnce of this 
recommendation, may be preiented in the 
form of regular written reports from each 
Society; noticing in what form and degree 
they have carried them into effed, and how 
far their efforts have been inefledual—thus 
exhibiting a view of the ftate of each Society; 
fo that the fevcral reports may be entered on 
the minutes of the Convention, and the Con¬ 
vention be thereby the better enabled to de¬ 
cide on the propriety of making fuch com¬ 
munications public; or what part or parts of 
them arc beft adapted, by their publication, 
to advance the caufe of truth and humanity. 

And as advantages have, in numerous in- 
ftances, refultcd from accurate regifters being 
kept, by perfons appointed for that purpofe 
by certain of the Abolition Societies, of ma- 
numiflions, to recommend to all thofe of the 
Abolition Societies who have not already en¬ 
tered into fuch a regulation, to make it here¬ 
after a matter of diligent attention. 
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And further, as difficulties have arifcn in 
fefped to carrying into died that part of the 
laft circular atidrefs of the Convention which 
relates to people of color, emigrants from the 
Well Indies, now reliding in the United 
States, that the propofed add refs contain an 
extrad from the twelfth article of the Con- 
fular Convention between France and the 
United States, which dclignates the proper 
tribunals to whom application, in all fuch 
cafes, is to be made; and as precilc inform¬ 
ation, on this fubjed, cannot be too gene¬ 
rally diffufed, that the Pennfylvania Society 
be requefted to colled all poffiblc information 
relative to fuch emigrants of color, in this 
country, as arc made citizens of the French 
republic, by the decree of the National Con¬ 
vention of the fixteenth riuviofc of the fc- 
cond year of the republic, and to tranfmit 
the fame to the fcvcral Societies. 

And that it he imprefied upon all the So¬ 
cieties, to ufe every juft means in their power 
which may advance, cither dircdly or indi¬ 
rectly, the great caufe of liberty; and that, 
as one mean of promoting its interefts, they 
be carneftly iolicited to difplay a marked pre¬ 
ference of all fuch commodities as are of the 
culture or manufadure of freemen, to thofc 
which are cultivated or manufadured by 
flaves. 

That inquiry be made concerning the mea- 
furcs taken, in purfuance of the refolution 
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of the Convention of 1795, for tranfmitting 
memorials to the Legiflatures of the States of 
South Carolina and Georgia. 

In addition to the preceding report, the 
committee have thought proper to lay before 
the Convention, a fummary of the informa¬ 
tion which has been forwarded by the feveral 
Societies, in conformity to the recommend¬ 
ation of former Conventions, which is as 
follows, viz. 

The Convenient Society have tranfmitted 
the conditutlon of their Society, and copies 
of the ftatutes of Conncdicut concerning 
iluvcry and the Have trade. 

The New-Turk Society have tranfmitted 
copies of their conftitution, of the exiding 
laws of their State relative to /laves and ha- 
very; a corrcd lid of their officers for the 
time being, and a datement of the number 
of their members; a brief account of the 
origin and progrefs of the Society, together 
with a general edimate of the relief extend¬ 
ed to Africans and the defendants of Afri¬ 
cans; a ihort hidory of their inditution for 
the education of African defendants; and 
the additional information, that they have 
indituted an annual oration on fubjeds rela¬ 
tive to the objed of their aflociation; that 
they are preparing, to be tranfmitted to fome 
luturc.Convention, reports of feveral cafes 
adjudged in the courts of judicature of the 
State of Ncw-York; that a plan has been pro- 
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pofed (in conformity to the recommendation 
of the laft Convention) for educating a cer¬ 
tain number of black children, liberally; and 
that, they have now in readinefs, to be pre- 
fented to the Legiflature of that State at their 
next feflion, a petition for the gradual aboli¬ 
tion of flavery in that State; of the iuccefs of 
which they indulge the mod flattering expec¬ 
tations. 

The New-Jcrfey Society have tranfmitted 
the conftitution of their Society, the laws of 
New-Jerfey concerning negroe and mulatto 
flaves now in force, and fuch as have been re¬ 
pealed, and a certified copy of the decifions 
of the Supreme Court of New-Jerfey refpeft- 
ing flavery; a lift of the officers of the Society, 
with the number of members of which it con- 
lifts and the minutes of the Society for the 
year 1795. 

The Patnjylvama Society have tranfmitted 
the conftitution of their Society and the a ft 
of the incorporation of the fame; copic'9 of 
fuch laws refpefting flavery as are now in 
force, with extrafts and titles of the laws 
which have been repealed; a lift of the offi¬ 
cers and number of the members, doling 
with the year 1795; a plan for improving 
the condition of the free blacks; cafes of the 
liberation of two French negroes under the 
decree of the fixteenth of PJuviofe, fecond 
year of the republic; fpecimens of penman- 
Ihip of the black children in one of the fchools 
of Philadelphia; an account of the number 
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of free blacks in the city and liberties of Phi¬ 
ladelphia, whereby it appears, that there are 
three hundred and eighty-one families, con¬ 
fiding of one thoufand two hundred and 
ninety-four perfons of that defeription, in¬ 
cluded in which number are the proprietors 
of ninety-nine houfes, the average worth of 
which houfes are fuppofed to be two hundred 
dollars each, held chiefly on ground-rent, and, 
for that caufc, valued low—the greater num¬ 
ber of thefe free blacks condud themfelves 
with reputation and enjoy the comforts ariling 
from induflry. In addition to the abovc-de- 
feribed black people, there are many others 
who are employed as domcftic fervants in the 
families of the whites, whofe numbers are 
not afeertained. The blacks have two places of 
worlhip of their own in the city of Philadel¬ 
phia, and there arc alfo fcveral free fchools for 
their particular ufe—fome of which are fup- 
ported by the Pennfylvania Abolition Society. 

The Wilmington Society have tranfmitted 
the confutation of their Society; a lift of 
perfons liberated by their agency; a lift of 
their officers with the number of mem¬ 
bers; and information, that the Society pro- 
pofe to petition the Lcgiflature of Delaware, 
at their next feffion, for an ad for the gra¬ 
dual abolition of flavery. 

The Maryland Society have tranfmitted the 
conftitution of their Society; lift of officers 
and number of members; number of perfons 
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liberated through their agency; information 
that the Society propofc to make application 
to the Legiflature for the amelioration of the 
fituation of the blacks, and for a gradual abo¬ 
lition of flavery; that annual orations have 
been delivered; good difpolition ol the blacks 
tlifeovered to attend places of religious wnr- 
{hip; and the inftitution of an academy for 
their inflru&ion in literature, under the par¬ 
ticular patronage of the Society. 

The Virginia Society have tranfmitted the 
conflitution of their Society; lift of officers 
and number of members, with information, 
that an application to the Legiflature of Vir¬ 
ginia, for the gradual abolition of flavery* 
has been reje&cd by a very frnall majority. 

Adjourned. 


January feventb , 1796. 
Prefent: 

Theodore Fofler, Prefident, 


John Murray, junior, 
Elihu H. Smith, 
Thomas Eddy, 
Samuel Miller, 

Mofes Rogers, 

]ofeph Bloomfield, 
Thomas Redman, 
William Rogers, 
Samuel P. Griffitts, 


James Todd, 

Samuel Coates, 
Frederick Craig, 
William Poole, 
Jofeph Townfend, 
Henry Wilkins, 
Micajah Davis, 
and 

Benjamin Rufh. 
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The committee to whom was referred the 
addrefs to the different Abolition Societies 
made report, which was adopted as follows. 

To the Society for promoting 

the Abolition of Slavery , £s?r. 

The Delegates from the fevcral Abolition 
Societies in the United States inform you, 
that, agreeably to the recommendation of the 
Convention of laft year, they met in this city* 
on the lirfl inflant, and have, with much 
harmony and fatisfadion, gone through the 
bufinefs which came before them. They 
have the pleafure to affure you, that every 
fucceffivc meeting evinces the importance of 
that union and concert which are fo happily 
eftablilhed among the feveral Societies, in 
purfuing the great objed of their affociation. 

Cut, although the exertions of this dele¬ 
gated Body have been hitherto attended, as 
we hope, with confiderable fuccefs—Al¬ 
though we arc perfuaded that no fmall pro- 
gref 3 may be marked in the great bufinefs of 
emancipation; yei much remains to be done; 
as long as /even hundred thoufand of our 
Fellow Creatures, in the United States, con¬ 
tinue in a flatc of bondage, there appears a 
preffing neccflity for the continuance of our 
efforts; that we fhould keep our attention 
fixed upon the fubjed, and (land ready to 
improve every favorable opportunity that 
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may occur, to forward the intereftmg caufe 
in which we are engaged. We are therefore 
induced to continue the recommendation here¬ 
tofore made, that a fimilar meeting be annu¬ 
ally held; and as convening at the prel'ent 
feafon is attended with inconveniences, we 
propofe, that the next Convention, fhould 
afiemble in this city, on the tirft Wednefday 
of May, in the year 1797. 

It gave us pleafurc to learn, from various 
reports which were laid before us, that moll; 
of the recommendations made by the former 
Conventions, had received a confiderable de¬ 
gree of attention, from the feveral focictics 
to whom they were addrefled. But, as they 
have not been uniformly and perfedly com¬ 
plied with, permit us to repeat the requeft, 
Jo far as the fame may be applicable to your 
fociety , that you tranfmit to the next Con¬ 
vention, certified copies of all fuch laws, in 
any wife refpeding flavery, as arc now in 
force, as have been repealed, or may here¬ 
after be cnaded—Corred lifts of the officers 
of your fociety, for the time being, and alfo 
the names of all your members, and their 
places of abode—An account of the proceed¬ 
ings of your fociety, in relieving Africans 
and others unlawfully held in bondage—A 
ftatement of the condition of the blacks, 
both bond and free, in your ftate, with ref- 
ped to the property of the free, and the 
employment and moral condud of all—Re- 
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p6rts of fuch trials and decifions of the Courts 
of Judicature, relative to Africans, as may* 
have taken place—An account of the endea¬ 
vors which have been ufed to obtain a repeal 
or amelioration of the laws refpc&ing flavery 
—Information concerning what has been 
done, in purfuance of the recommendation 
of the laft Convention, to eftablifh periodical 
difcourfes on the fubjeft of flavery, and the 
means of its abolition—And finally, a report 
of the progrcfs you have made in extending 
to Africans the benefits of education. And 
we further requeft, that whatever communi¬ 
cations may be made to the next, or to any 
future Convention, in confequence of the 
above recommendations, be prefented in the 
form of regular written reports, noticing ia 
what manner and degree you have carried 
them into effeCt, and how far your efforts 
have been ineffectual. By this mean there 
will be exhibited fuch a view of the (late of 
each Society, as that the feveral reports may 
be entered on the minutes of the Convention, 
who will thereby be better enabled to de¬ 
cide on the propriety of making public fuch 
parts of thefe communications a9 may be beft 
adapted to advance the caufe of truth and 
humanity. 

And as very important advantages have, 
in feveral inllances, refulted from accurate 
regifters being kept, by perfons appointed for 
that purpofe by certain of the Abolition So- 
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cicties in the United States, of fuch manu-' 
millions as have taken place j. we do carneftly 
recommend, fliould you not already have en¬ 
tered into this regulation, that you make it 
hereafter an object of diligent attention. Such 
records may, in various ways, fubferve the 
taufc of emancipation. 

We learn, that the propofal made by the 
laft Convention, refpeding the blacks and 
people of color, who have emigrated from 
the Weft Indies, and now rclide in the 
United States, has, in many inftanccs, given 
rife to difficulty; in order to remove which, 
we have been induced to tranfmit to you the 
following extract from the twelfth article of 
the Confular Convention between France and 
the United States; which, by defignating the 
proper tribunals to whom application, in fuch 
cafes, is to be made, will, we truft, be found 
fufficient, in future, to direct your proceed¬ 
ings in this bufinefs, viz. 

44 That all differences and fuits between 
“ French citizens in the United States, and 
“ between American citizens in the domi- 
44 nions of France, fhall be determined by 
44 the refpedive Confuls and Vice Confuls, 
44 either by a reference to arbitrators, or by 
44 a fummary judgment, and without cofts; 
4t and that no officer of the country, civil 
44 or military, fhall interfere therein, or take 
41 any part whatever in the matter.** 
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When we contemplate the odfous natuie 
and the immenfe magnitude of the evil 
which you have affociated to oppofc, and 
<he ineftimable importance of the objects 
which you are fccking to obtain, wc cannot 
forbear to urge unremitted exertions, in pur- 
fuing the great ends before you. We are per- 
fuaded you will not neglect any juft means in 
your power, which may tend to advance, ei¬ 
ther diredtlv, or indirectly, the caufe of equal 
liberty;—And it gives us plealure alfo to ex- 
prels out* perfuafion, that, in this purfuit, 
much is ftill in your power. Altliough yotj 
cannot controul Legiilatures; and though, 
when you plead the caufe of humanity, they 
will not, at ail times, liften to you; yet there 
arc other means to be ufed, perhaps, more 
effectual—You can do much, by directing 
your efforts to the conviction of individuals—» 
by diffufing proper publications amongft 
them, and hy prefenting the evils of flavery 
in various forms to their minds. 


* The following was inferred in the Addrcfs to 
the Penn/) ha aid Abolition Society: 

And as precife information, on this fuhject, 
cannot be too generally diiTufed, we requeft you 
to collect all poflible intelligence relative to fucii 
blacks and people of color in the United Slates 
as are made Citizens of the French Republic, by 
the decree of the National Convention, of the 
fixteenth Pluviofe, fecond year of the republic, 
and tranfmit the fame to all the other Abolition 
Societies in the United States, 
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Nor can wc fuppofe, it would be an effort 
altogether ineffectual in favor of liberty, were 
its friends, throughout the United States, in 
all cafes where it is practicable, to difplay a 
marked preference of fuch commodities, as 
are of the culture or manufacture of free¬ 
men, to thofe which are cultivated or manu¬ 
factured by flaves—In this way, every indi¬ 
vidual may difcountenance oppreflion, and 
bear teftimonv againft a practice, which is 
itill fuffered to remain the difgracc of our 
land. 

We have thought proper to addrefs the 
free Afiicans and other free people of color 
in the United States* on various fubjeCts, 
■which we believe nearly to concern their in- 
tereH and happinefs. Wc have diredted copies 
of this addrefs to be tranfmitted to you. and 
requeft you to diflribute the fame, in your 
State, in fuch manner as you may judge beffc 
calculated to promote its defign. 

We cannot conclude, without calling your 
attention, in a particular manner, to the ne- 
ccflity of appointing fuch of your members 
to reprefent you in the Convention, as will 
be punctually attentive to the duties of their 
appointment. We are forry to obferve, that 
there is fome ground of complaint on this 
fubjeCt; but we truft, that, in future, fuch a 
full reprefentation will appear, as will give 
encreafing encouragement, energy and fuccefs 
10 our united endeavors, in the great caufe 
of human happinefs. 
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Copies of our proceedings will be laid be* 
fore you; from which, we hope, you will 
derive fatisfadion, and perceive the impor¬ 
tance of the feveral objeds which we have 
^recommended to your attention. 


The Delegates from the Pennfylvania So¬ 
ciety, communicated the following extrad 
of a letter to that Society, from Samuel 
Hoare, junior, Trcafurer to the committee 
of the London Society, inflituted for the 
purpofe of cfFcding the abolition of the flave 
trade: 

41 Since the commencement of our corrcf- 
44 pondence, we have never addrefled you 
44 under circumftanccs of greater difeourage- 
44 ment, as to the attainment of the objed 
44 of our inflitution, than at prefent—The 
44 arts and fophiftry of interefted men, have 
44 even proved fufficient to induce the Houfe 
44 of Commons to defert a duty, the incum- 
44 bcncy of which, after a long inveftigation, 
44 it had folemnly acknowledged—And we 
44 have to lament the failure of thofe exer- 
44 tions, which, aiming at a temporary abo- 
44 lition of the Have trade, were calculated 
44 to avert the calamities we had anticipated 
44 as the inevitable confequcnces of its con- 
44 tinuance. 

44 At our lad meeting, your letter of the 
44 third of March, was laid before us, and 
“ afforded a fatisfadion which fucb proofs of 
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** your benevolent perfcvcrance have f.evgt 

failed to impart—We beg you will be af- 
teS fured of the interdl we continue to feel 
u in the fuccefs of your endeavors, and of 
4t the plcafure with which we confider their 
" incrcafing impreffion on the minds of your 
“ Fellow Citizens—The eflablirhment. of 
di fimilar Societies in other and remote parts, 
* c and of a Convention intended to concen- 
u trate your influence, we regard as happy 
<c prefages that the day is not far diftant, 
u when the virtue and vigour of your riling 
,c Empire, will be mamfefted in the total 
** extinction of perfonal as well as political 
“ flavery, in the United States. 

“ Wc duly received the copies fent to us 
•* of the minutes of the laft Convention; and 
u we dcfire, through you, to prcfcnt our 
4t thanks for this acceptable mark of its atten- 
“ tion, with a copy of our late report.” 

Which, with the printed report of the 
committee therein referred to, was now read. 

Whereupon, 

Refolvcd, That this Convention, whilft 
they regret the want of fucccfs which lias 
attended the efforts of the friends of the aboli¬ 
tion of flavery in Great Britain, receive with 
fatisfattion the congratulations of the London 
committee, on the progrefs made towards the 
extinction of flavery in the United States; and 
that the Prefident tranfmit a copy of the pro- 
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tpedings of the Convention, to the committee 
ot the London Society, with a letter expref*' 
five of the feelings of the Convention on 
this occafion. 

Refolved, That Theodore Fofter, Samuel 
Coates and Samuel Powel Grifncts be a com¬ 
mittee to fuperintend the publication and dis¬ 
tribution of the proceedings of the Conven¬ 
tion; and that fifteen hundred copies be 
printed and diftributed amongft the different 
Abolition Societies in the United States. 

Refolved, That the addrefs to the fcveral 
Societies be figned by the Prefidcnt, attefted 
by the Secretary, and forwarded to the Socie¬ 
ties by the committee above mentioned: and 
that the fame committee be further dirc&cd 
to tranfmit to the feveral Societies, the printed 
copies of the addrefs to the free blacks, in 
fuch proportion as fhall to them appear 
proper. 

Refolved, That James Todd, Samuel 
Powel Griffitts and Samuel Coates be a com¬ 
mittee to notify all the Abolition Societies in 
the United States, of the meeting of the next 
Convention, at leaft three months before fuch 
meeting is convened: and to have the proceed¬ 
ings of this and the former Conventions 
tranferibed, and, with the papers, depolited in 
the care of the Prefident of the Pcnnfylvania 
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RefoIved,That William Rogers and Jame3 
Todd be a committee to communicate to the 
Mayor and Corporation of the City of Phila¬ 
delphia, the thanks of this Convention, fot* 
the ufe of their room. 

Adjourned, ftrie die . 


Pablijhed by order of tbe Convention , 
THOMAS P. COPE, Secretary* 


Philadelphia , January ytb> 1796*. 
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MINUTES 


or THE 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE FOURTH 

Convention of Delegates. 


May third, 1797. 

Representatives from feveral of 

the Abolition Societies eflablifhcd in various 
parts of the United States, having affembled in 
the Senate Chamber at Philadelphia, on the 
third of May, 1797; it appeared, by creden¬ 
tials produced, that the following perfons 
were appointed Delegates to this Convention: 

Willett Seaman, 

Thomas Eddy, 

Samuel L. Mitchill, >From Ne-u'York . 

William Dunlap, 

Elihu Hubbard Smith, J 
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Jofeph Bloomfield, 

Richard Hartshorne, 

Jofeph Sloan, >From New*Jerf&y % 

William Cox, junior, 

William Carpenter, 

Benjamin Ruffi, 

William Rawle, 

Samuel Powel Griffitts, 

Cafpar Wiftar, > From Pennfylvania. 

Samuel Coates, 

Robert Patterfon, 

James Todd, 

Seth Hill Evitts, - - From Choptank. 

Francis Johonnett, 1 

Jeffe Tyfon, > From Baltimore. 

Gerrard T. Hopkins, j 

Jofeph Anthony, - - From Richmond. 

George Drinker, - - From Alexandria. 

Of whom the following attended and took 
their feats: 

William Dunlap, James Todd, 

Elihu H. Smith, Seth Hill Evitts, 

Joleph B.oomfield, Jefle Tyfon, 

Richard Hartshorne, Francis Johonnett, 
Jofeph Sloan, Gerrard T. Hopkins, 

Benjamin Ruffi, Jofeph Anthony, 

Samuel P. Griffitts, George Drinker, 

William Cox. junior, and 

Samuel Coates, Robert Patterfon. 

Jofeph Bloomfield was ele&ed Prefident. 
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Thomas P. Cope wa3 appointed Secretary, 
find Jacob Meyer, Door-keeper. 

Communications from New-York, Penn- 
fylvania, Choptank, Maryland and Alexan¬ 
dria Abolition Societies were prefented and 
read. 

Adjourned till ten o’clock A. M. to-mor¬ 
row. 


May fourth , 1797. 

Prefent: 

Jofeph Bloomfield, Prefident, 
William Dunlap, Seth Hill Evitts, 
Elihu H. Smith, Francis Johonne'tt, 
Richard Hartshorne, Jefie Tyfon, 

Joffph Sloan, Gerrard T. Hopkins, 

V\ illiam Cox, junior, George Drinker, 
Samuel P. Griffitts, Jofeph Anthony, 
Samuel Coates, James Todd, 

Cafpar Wiftar, Robert Patterfon. 

Communications from the New-Jerfey and 
Virginia focicties were produced and read. 

It was, on motion, 

Refolved, That Elihu H. Smith, Richard 
Hartshorne, Robert Patterfon, Seth Hill 
Evitts, Francis Johonnett, George Drinker 
■and Jofeph Anthony be a committee to take 
Into consideration the reports from the differ¬ 
ent Abolition Societies, and to report to the 
Convention the meafures neceffary to be taken 
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in confequcncc of thofe communications, as 
well as the obje&s proper for the attention 
of the Convention. 

Samuel P. Griflitts ftated, that the mem¬ 
bers appointed by the laft Convention to no¬ 
tify the Abolition Societies of the meeting 
of this Convention, to have the proceedings 
of the former Conventions tranferibed, and, 
with the papers, depofited in the care of the 
Prefident of the Pennfyl vania Society, had 
fully performed the fervice aligned them. 

Adjourned till three o’clock P. M. to-mor¬ 
row. 


May fifth, 1797. 

Prefen t: 

Jofeph Bloomfield, Prefident, 

Elihu H. Smith, Francis Johonnctt, 
Richard Hartshorne, Samuel Coates, 
jofeph Sloan, James Todd, 

William Cox, junior, Seth FI. Evitts, 
Benjamin Rufii, Jeffe Tyfon, 

Samuel P. Griflitts, Robert Patterfon, 
Cafpar Wiftar, Gerrard T. Hopkins, 

William Dunlap, George Drinker, 
Samuel L. Mitchill, Jofeph Anthony. 

The committee appointed at the laft meet¬ 
ing to take into confideration the reports from 
the different Abolition Societies, and to report 
to the Convention the meafures neceffary to 
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be taken in confequence of thofe communi¬ 
cations, as well as the obje&s proper for the 
attention of the Convention, made the fol¬ 
lowing report, which was read and confidercd 
by paragraphs. 

The committee to whom were referred the 
fcvcral communications made to the Conven¬ 
tion, and who were directed to confider what 
ohjefts are proper for the attention of the 
Convention, and the mod fuitablc means for 
their attainment, report, 

I. That they have carefully attended to the 
communications, from the feveral Societies, 
made to the Convention for the pad and pre- 
lent years, and compared them with the re¬ 
commendations and requifitions of the Con¬ 
vention of 1796. By the annexed table, the 
Convention will perceive what thefe requifi-. 
tions and recommendations were, and how far 
each focicty has complied therewith. 

II. The committee recommend it to the 
Convention, to add refs a letter or memorial 
to the Secretary of State of the United States, 
recapitulating the evidence which the records 
of the Didrict Court of the United States, 
for the Pennfylvania Didritt afford, of at¬ 
tempts made by citizens of the United States, 
to evade the law prohibiting our citizens from 
fupplying foreign countries with daves, by 
clandedinely ufing the Danidt flag and regif- 
ters, and praying tuch aid and interference of 
the government of the United States, with the 
court of Denmark, or with other governments 
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tinder whofc authority fuch practices now ob+ 
tain, as may confift with propriety, for the 
prevention of the ufe of their flagorregifters, 
by the citizens of the United States, under 
any pretence whatever, for the purpofe of 
plirfuing the trade in men. 

III. It appearing from the report of the 
Alexandria Society, that the law of the United 
States, entitled, “ An a£t to prohibit the car- 
** rying on the flave-trade from the United 
“ States to any foreign place or country,” 
is defe&ive, in that it does not prevent the 
(hipment of flave9 (for fale in the Weft Indies 
and elfewhere) on board veflels, not fpecially 
fitted out for that purpofe—the a£t being 
thereby evaded. 

The committee recommend it to the Con¬ 
vention, to prefent a memorial or petition to 
Congrefs, praying fuch an amendment of the 
a£t above referred to, as may oblige the maf- 
ter or owner of any veflel or veflels before 
clearing out, to declare on oath or affirmation, 
that no Haves are received or taken on board 
faid veflel or veflels, for fale in any foreign 
port; and as may further oblige him to enter 
into a recognizance or bond, with a fufficient 
penalty to be put in fuit, and the penalty re¬ 
covered, in cafe a fale of any flave fo put on 
board fhould take place. 

IV. It appears from the papers from North 
Carolina, that, by a law of that ftate, pafled 
in 1777* certain negroes and others, who 
bad been previoufly emancipated by their pro- 
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prletors, citizens of that ftate, were taken up, 
and again reduced to flavery; and this, not 
only where the perfons fo emancipated had 
continued in the ftate, but alfo where the 
emancipation had been effe&ed in other dates, 
and the freed-man had returned into North 
Carolina, to rclkle there: in both cafes, in 
diredt violation of the conflitunc>n of the 
ftate. But the committee would recommend 
it to the Convention to obtain the opinion of 
the moft eminent counfel in this city, whether 
an adtion for damages, by a perfon emanci¬ 
pated in another ftate before the palling of 
the aft in 1777, and who was again reduced to 
flavery on returning to North Carolina, could 
not be maintained againft the purchafer or 
holder of fuch perfon in the Courts of the 
United States; or whether any, and what legal 
remedy may be had for pcrlons under tbefc 
circumftances, and where they were made 
flaves, without having quitted the ftate. 

V. The committee are further of opinion, 
that much advantagewould lefult from annex¬ 
ing Ihort and comprehenfive abftra&s of the 
laws now in force in the feveral ftates, rela¬ 
tive to Africans and other people of color, 
(fo far as may be pradicable at this time) to 
the printed minutes of this Convention, for 
the information of the feveral Societies, and 
recommend it accordingly. 

VI. The benefits which feem to have re¬ 
flated from the addrefs made to the free blacks 
in the United States by the Convention of 
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in the judgment of the committee, 
indicate the propr iety of a fimiiar add refs the 
prefent year, reiterating the mofl important 
articles of advice contained in the former, and 
acquainting them with the general good 
efTe&s which it has produced. 

VIL The great objedt of the feveral Con¬ 
ventions in collcfting the various information 
which they have folicitcd from the Societies, 
being to obtain materials for the competition, 
at fome future time of a general hi dory of 
flavery in the United States, it feems necef- 
fary to life means for procuring the proper 
documents from thofe dates wherein no Abo¬ 
lition Societies now exid; it is the opinion of 
the committee, that the Convention diould, 
therefore, procure the aflidancc of fuitable 
perfons in thofe dates wherein no Societies for 
promoting the abolition of flavery are indi- 
tuted, by whole means authentic copies of all 
laivs paired therein lmce the Icttlement of the 
country may be obtained. 

VIII. The committee recommend it to the 
Convention, to fend letters to the Societies in 
London and Paris, communicating general 
information concerning the progrefs of eman¬ 
cipation in the United States fince the laft 
Convention; and accompanied by copies of 
the printed minutes of this Convention. The 
committee alfo fugged the propriety of writ¬ 
ing to the Governor and Council at Sierra 
Leone, requeding fuch minute and legal evi¬ 
dence as they can afford, which may in any 
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wife tend to dlfcover and bring to condemna¬ 
tion thofe citizens of the United States, who, 
contrary to the laws of their country, purfue 
the traffic in flavcs. 

IX. Laftly—Your committee deem it pro¬ 
per and neccflary, that a circular addrefs be 
feat to the leveral Societies within the United 
States, requeuing them, generally, to fend 
Delegates to a Convention to be held in the 
city of Philadelphia on the firft Wednesday of 
June, 1798, and particularly inculcating this 
ancafure on thole Societies who arc unrepre- 
fented in the prefent Convention:—that this 
addrefs enjoin upon the Societies, a continued 
attention to the leveral rcquilitions of former 
Conventions as far as may apply to each, and 
referring them lor information to the table 
accompanying this report, which the com¬ 
mittee think proper to be annexed to the 
printed minutes ot this Convention: that the 
lpecial attention of luch Societies as have hi¬ 
therto either partially or not at all a&ed in 
this matter, be called by the addrefs to the 
inftrudion of the people of color within their 
limits:—and that it folicit every kind of in¬ 
formation Irom the Societies, which may, in 
any wife, illuftrate the hiftory of flavery in 
the United States; finally, that it recommend 
to Societies exilling in the fame date, that 
they form a general plan of union or confe¬ 
deration, fo as on all important occafions, to 
ad in concert. 
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The firft: fedion having been agreed to and 
the fecond poftponed, it was, on motion, 

Rcfolved, That the third be referred to a 
committee, confiding of James Todd and 
George Drinker, who are authorized to take 
the opinion of legal counfel on the fubjed, and 
if fuch counfel prove favorable to the purpofc 
of the recommendation therein contained, 
to prepare and report a memorial accord¬ 
ingly—The fourth fedion was alfo referred 
to the fame committee. 

The fifth fedion was committed to William 
Dunlap, Jofeph Sloan, Robert Patterfon and 
Jeffe Tyfon, who are to colled and arrange 
the abftrads therein mentioned. 

Benjamin Rufli and Samuel Coates were 
appointed a committee to prepare an addrefs 
agreeably to the recommendation contained 
in the fixth fedion. 

The following refoluion was adopted re- 
fpeding the feventh fedion, viz. 

Refolvcd, That it be recommended to the 
Fennfylvania Society, to carry into effed that 
part of the recommendation which relates to 
the ftates fouthward of New-York; and to the 
New-York Society, to carry into effed fuch 
part as regards the dates to the northward of 
New-York. 

The eighth fedion was referred to Samuel 
L. Nlitchill, W illiam Cox, junior, and Cafpar 
W iftar, who are to prepare drafts of addreffes 
conformably thereto. 
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Samuel P. GrifRtts, Cafpar Wiftar, Rich¬ 
ard Hartshorne and Jofeph Anthony were 
appointed a committee to report an addreft as 
propofed in the ninth fe&ion. 

The fecond fe&ion was then taken up, and 
Samuel P. GrifBtts and Samuel Coates ap¬ 
pointed a committee to report thereon. 

Seth Hill Evitts, obtained leave of abfence 
on account of fickncfs in his family. 

The Convention adjourned till three o'clock 
pn Monday afternoon. 


May eighth , 1797. 

Prefent: 

Jofeph Bloomfield, Prefident, 

Elilui II. Smith, Samuel Coates, 
William Dunlap, Robert Patterfon, 
Richard Hartshorne, James Todd, 

Jofeph Sloan, Francis Johonnctt, 

Bejamin Rufli, Jefie Tyfon, 

Samuel P. Griffitts, Gerrard T. Hopkins, 
Cafpar Wiftar, George Drinker, 
Samuel L. Mitchill, Jofeph Anthony. 

The committee, on the third and fourth 
fe&ions of the report of the committee to 
whom were referred the feveral communica¬ 
tions made to the Convention, made report 
which was read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 
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The committee on the fixth fed ion, report* 
ed an add refs to the free Africans and other 
free people of color in the United States, 
which was read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the eighth fedion re¬ 
ported eflays of the letters direded to be writ¬ 
ten, which were read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the fecond fedion made 
report, which was read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the ninth fedion made 
report, which was read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the fifth fedion reported 
a number of abftrads of laws refpeding llave- 
ry, which were 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The report of the committee on the third 
and fourth fedions, was then taken up, and, 
with the opinion of counlel on the fubjed, 
read a fecond time. 

Whereupon, 

Refolved, That a committee of two be ap¬ 
pointed to draft and report a letter to the Se¬ 
cretary of the treafury of the United States, 
reciting the information which the Conven¬ 
tion have received concerning the manner of 
evading the law of the United States prohi¬ 
biting the fupplying foreign nations with 
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flaves, and requeuing him to addrefs particu¬ 
lar inftruaions to the feveral collectors fo as 
to prevent iuch evafion. Elihu H. Smith and 
James Todd, were appointed a committee for 
carrying this refolution into effett. 

The addrefs to the free Africans and other 
free people of color in the United States, was 
called up and after confideration re-commit¬ 
ted. 

The letter propofed to be fent to the com¬ 
mittee of the London fociety, inftituted for 
the purpofe of effecting the abolition of the 
Have trade, as reported by the committee on 
the eighth fedion, was then read; and after 
amendment agreed to, and the Secretary was 
requeued to have a fair copy of it prepared 
tor the fignature of the Prefident. 

The letter to the fociety of the friends of 
the blacks at Paris, as reported by the fame 
committee, was read, and after amendment 
re-committed. 

The committee appointed to draft and re¬ 
port a letter to the Secretary of the treafury 
reported one, which was read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Convention then entered into a con¬ 
fideration of the addrefs to the Governor and 
Council of the Sierra Leone fettlement, which 
was agreed to. 

. Adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morn- 

mg. 
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May ninth , 1797. 

Prefent: 

Jofeph Bloomfield, Prefident, 

Samuel L. Mitchill, Samuel Coates, 
William Dunlap, James Todd, 

Elihu H. Smith, Francis Johonnett, 
Richard Hartshorn, JefTe Tyfon, 

Jofeph Sloan, Gerrard T. Hopkins, 

Samuel P. Griffitts, George Drinker, 
Robert Patterfon, Jofeph Anthony. 
Cafpar Wiflar, 

The committee to whom was re-committed 
the addrefs to the free Afticans and other 
free people of color in the United States, 
made report, which was read, confidereJ by 
paragraphs, and finally agreed to as follows: 


TO T H t 

Free Africans and other free People of color 

IN T H B 

UNITED STATES. 

THE Convention of Delegates from the 
Abolition Societies in the United States, hav¬ 
ing again aflctnbled for the purpofe of promot¬ 
ing your happinefs, confider it their duty, once 
more to call your attention to the advice which 
was addrefled to you by the Convention of 
laft year; and which we fubjoin to the prefent 
addrefs, in order that you may at one view 
be able to profit by thefe colle&ed advices of 
your fincereft friends. The oftner we re- 
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view that advice, the more we are imprefled 
with its importance, and the more anxious 
we are to urge your ftrid and faithful obser¬ 
vance of it. We Shall only add thereto, at 
prefent, one other requeft, and that is, that 
you would avoid gaming in all its varied 
forms—the ruinous and miferable confequen- 
ccs of this mod pernicious evil, are fo noto¬ 
rious, and fo generally acknowledged, that 
we cannot too forcibly endeavour to guard 
you againft it. It fubjeds you to the controul 
of the mold degrading pafiions, and too ge¬ 
nerally leads to the lofs of fortune, reputation, 
and of every good principle. 

We can with peculiar fatisfadion inform 
you, that fchools and places of worfhip have, 
been eftablifhed, and that they arc well attend¬ 
ed by people of your color, in New-York, 
Ncvv-Jerfcy, Pcnnfylvania, Maryland, Virgi¬ 
nia and other places; and we .are happy to 
find, that many of you have evinced, by your 
prudent and moral condud, that you are not 
unworthy of the freedom you enjoy. 

Go on in thefe paths of virtue:—By per- 
fevering in them you will juftify the Solici¬ 
tude and labors of your friends in your behalf, 
and furnifh an additional argument for the 
emancipation of fuch of your brethren as are 
yet in bondage in the United States and in 
other parts of the world* 

Whereupon, 


Fourth Convention/111 



( I* ) 

Refolved, That the faid addrefs be figned 
by the President, attefted by the Secretary, 
and that three thoufand copies thereof toge¬ 
ther with a like number of the former addrefs 
to the fame people, be printed in the form of 
hand bills, to be diftributed by the different 
Abolition Societies, in fuch way as may to 
them appear the moft proper. 

The committee to whom was re-committed 
the l-etter to the fociety of the friends of the 
blacks of Paris brought in their report, which 
was confidered by paragraphs, amended and 
finally agreed to. 

The letter to the Secretary of the treafury 
was read a fecond time and adopted as follows: 

The Delegates from the feveral Abolition 
Societies eftahlifhed in the United States, in 
Convention aflembled at Philadelphia, 

Refpedfully reprefent, 

That it appears, by information received 
by us, that the ad of Congrefs, paffed March 
twenty-fecond, 1794, prohibiting our citi¬ 
zens from fupplying foreign nations with 
flaves, is evaded in certain parts of the union, 
by the fhipment of one, two, or a few flaves 
fgr fate in a foreign port, on board of vcflels 
not fpecially fitted out for carrying on the 
flavc trade. The. Convention have taken the 
opinion of counfel on the fubjed, and are 
aflured, that fuch fhipments are equally a 
breach of law with thofe made on hoard of 
▼effela originally defined to this traffic; thi? 
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rflfurance, derived from refpe&able authority, 
encourages us to make application to you, as 
the proper officer of the government of the 
United States, to exert the powers with which 
you are inverted, for the prevention of the 
offences of which we complain. Hitherto 
they have been committed with impunity, 
from a perfuafion, on the part of the colltdors 
of certain ports, that the prohibitions of the 
law did not extend to the cafes referred to. 
But if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the 
Treafury, the exirting law of Congrefs is de- 
figned to include thefe cafes in its rellridions 
of the commerce in men, we feel a firm con¬ 
viction that he will not refufe his friendly 
interference in its fupport, on the preient 
occafion; but will readily content to forward 
fuch inftrudions to the proper officers, as lhall 
prevent all future doubt in rcfpeCt to the 
meaning of the law, and all future connivance 
at its violation. The difficulty of bringing to 
jultice thofe who are concerned in evading 
the provifions cf the law in queftion, in thofe 
parts of the union where they are moft com¬ 
mon, renders it neceffary that great care fhould 
be taken to remove every poflible pretext for 
a&ing in oppofition to its true intent. The 
force of this remark, we have no doubt, will 
be fully comprehended by the Secretary of 
the Treafury, and juftify the propriety of this 
add refs. 
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The letter to the Secretary of State of the 
United States, was read a fecond time and 
adopted in the following words: 

The Delegates from the fcveral Abolition 
Societies eftabiilhed in the United States, in 
Convention aflembled at Philadelphia, 
Refpe&fully reprefent, 

That the recent condemnation of two vcf- 
fels engaged in a commerce contrary to the 
ad of Congrefs of March twenty-fecond, 
1794, which prohibits the citizens of thel'e 
Rates from fupplying foreign nations with 
Haves, has furnilhed us with lufficient evidence 
to prove that the Danifh flag and regiiters have 
been made ufe of to cover thele ciandelline 
undertakings. Under thefe circumftances we 
feel ourfelves impelled by the powerful mo¬ 
tives of humanity and duty to our country, 
to forward the encloled evidence, duly given 
to the Diftrid Court of Pennsylvania, and 
to requell fuch aid and interference of the 
Executive of the United States with the 
Court of Denmark and other foreign powers, 
under whole authority fuch practices now 
obtain, or may hereafter be attempted, as 
may be confident with propriety, to prevent 
the ufe of their flag and regifters by citizens 
of the United States under any pretence what¬ 
ever for the purpofe of carrying on the com¬ 
merce in men. 

The following authenticated decree of the 
National Convention of France, was prefent- 
ed by one of the delegates of Pennfyl vania: 
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DECREE, 

Which declares, that the flavery of the 
negroes is abolilhed in all the colonies, and 
refers it to the committee of Public Safety to 
be put into form, and to report what meafures 
are to be taken to carry it into effed. 

Sixteenth Pluvios , fecond year . 

The National Convention declares, that the 
flavery of the negroes is abolifhed in all the 
colonies: and therefore decrees, that all men, 
without diilindion of color, who refide in 
the colonies, are French citizens, and fhall 
enjoy all thofe rights fecured to them by the 
Conftitution. 

Referred to the committee of public fafety 
to report, forthwith, on the meafures to be 
taken to carry this decree into efFed, 

( True copy.) 

SONTHONAX, 

RAIMOND. 

Mcmlert of the Cnmmjfion, delegated ly the French govern - 
merit to St. Domingo. 

PASCAL, Secretary General.* 

• Extraft from the twelfth article of the Confular Con¬ 
vention, between France and the United States: 

“ All differences and fuits between French citizens in the 
United States and between American citizens in the domi¬ 
nions of France, fhall be determined by the refpe&ive Con- 
fuls and Vice Confuls, either by a reference to arbitrators, or 
by a fummary judgment and without cofts—and no officer 
of the country, civil or military, fhall interfere therein, or 
take any part whatever in the matter.*' 
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Whereupon, On motion, 

Refolved, That there be Tent with the cir¬ 
cular addrefs to each of the different Abolition 
Societies a copy thereof, certified by the pro¬ 
per officer in the United States. 

The addrefs to the feveral Abolition Soci¬ 
eties, was read a fecond time by paragraphs, 
and adopted as follows, viz. 

To the Society for promoting the 

Abolition of Slavery. 

To inform you of our proceedings; to fo- 
licit your further advice and affiftance; and to 
requeft your fpecial attention to the original 
object of our meetings, we now addrefs you. 

We have, as formerly, gone through our 
bufinefs with harmony and fatisfadtion; the 
peculiar obiedts thereof will appear from our 
minutes, herewith tranfmitted; and we can 
truly add, that the important advantages evi¬ 
dently arifing from fuch a colledtion of .in¬ 
formation and exchange of fentiment are too 
obvious, not to unite us in the recommenda¬ 
tion, that a fimilar Convention of delegates 
f.om the different abolition focieties, be held 
in this city on the firft day of June, 1798. 

The non-compliance of feveral focieties 
with this propolal for fome years paft, in¬ 
duces us to believe that fome obftacles may 
exift, which poffibly might be removed; we 
therefore requeft, that where it is not agreed to 
fend delegates, fuch focieties would favor the 
Convention, in writing, with their determi- 
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tratlon and the caufes of it. This will better 
enable the Convention to judge of the moft 
proper mode ot proceeding in future. 

A table, containing the requifitions of this 
and the former Conventions, and how far 
they have hitherto been complied with by 
each fociety, will Shew the propriety and 
and necefliry of fulfilling thefe requifitions; 
which, after being thus pointed out need not 
now be further infifted on. 

When we confider the extenfive influence 
of education on fociety, we think a due at¬ 
tention to the inftru&ion of the blacks and peo¬ 
ple of color of every description cannot be 
too forcibly imprefled. This will apply not 
merely to what is called fchool learning, but 
effcntially confifts in inculcating the found 
principles of morality and religion as well as 
habits of temperance and indufiry. From a 
continued regard to the welfare of this much 
injured and much opprefied people, we have 
again addrefled them on fuch points as we 
judged would be moft beneficial; but it will 
in a great degree reft with you to circulate 
and enforce the advice recommended: and 
we may add, that, as the evils which muft 
ncccfiarily refult from their being retained in 
a ftate of ignorance are incalculable, fo it is, 
in our opinion, the greateft and perhaps the 
only important ferviee we can render to them 
and to our country, to difleminate learning 
and morality amongft them, thus raifing them 
gradually and fafely to that level, to which 
they muft, in the courfe of time, inevitably 
attain. r . ^ 
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The different Conventions have from year 
to year, endeavoured to procure iron; the A-* 
bolition Societies, every kind of information 
which may iiluftrate the hiftory of flavery 
in the United States; we now repeat their re- 
queft, with a view to the formation of a hif¬ 
tory of this important fubjed. 

From the general accounts received, as well 
as from our own obfervations, we are induced 
ftrongly to recommend, that where feveral 
Abolition Societies exift in one ftate, they 
would, if poffible, form a general plan of 
union or confederation, fo as, on all important 
occalions, to ad in concert. 

You are already well informed of the ad 
of Congrcfs of March twenty-fecond, 1794, 
prohibiting the citizens of the United States 
from fupplying foreign nations with /lavesj 
you will alfo moft probably have heard that 
this wife and humane law has been too fre¬ 
quently violated by our citizens; in confc- 
quence of which the Abolition Societies of 
Pennfylvania, New-York and Providence, 
have feverally commenced profecutions a- 
gainft divers perfons and veffels, engaged in 
this abominable traffic; the ftrft named focic- 
ty has been fuccefsful in the two profecutions 
they undertook. The veffiels have been con¬ 
demned in the Diftrid Court of Pennfylvania 
and of the United Sfates of America, and 
adions are pending againft the matters and 
owners in the Circuit Court of the United 
States in and for the Pennfylvania diftrid of 
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middle circuit. There is good ground to be* 
lieve that the other focieties will meet with 
equal fuccefs. 

Befides the information mutually given by 
focieties to each other as occafion may require, 
to afTift them in checking fuch clandeftine 
practices, we believe it would be highly ufe- 
ful to forward every particular that comes to 
your knowledge on this fubjed, to the next 
Convention, who may make a very impor¬ 
tant ufe of it. 

The difficulties which have continually oc* 
curred refpeding the blacks and people of co* 
lor who have for fevcral years part emigrated 
from the French Weft-Indies into the United 
States have engaged the attention of this and 
the preceding Conventions. To remove thefe 
difficulties, we tranfmit you a certified copy of 
an authenticated decree of the National Con¬ 
vention of France, of the fixteenth Pluviofe, 
fecond year of the Republic; (February fifth, 
1794) which has been lately received by the 
Pennfylvania Abolition Society. With this 
decree, fince fully confirmed by the French 
conftitution of 1795, we believe you will have 
it in your power to afford every legal and ef¬ 
fectual affiftance to thefe unfortunate people. 

There yet remains a fubjeft which, though 
often urged, ftill continues to demand our 
ferious attention; we allude to the molt pro¬ 
per means of extending the principles of juft 
and equal liberty amongft mankind: and 
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as we profefs to aflume no other powers than 
thofe of perfuafion and convinccment, found¬ 
ed on the unerring bafis of truth and juftice, 
Wc wifli you duly to advert to the magnitude 
of the caufe in which we are engaged, to per- 
feverc with patience and fortitude in your 
applications to legiflative bodies and courts of 
juftice, for the relief of our unfortunate Afri¬ 
can brethren, and to continue to enlighten the 
public mind, by fpreading as much as polfible, 
all kind of ufeful information on the fubjed: 
that thus we may, in every form, and on eve¬ 
ry occafion, be ready to plead the caufe of the 
oppreded, in the language of perfuafion and 
of truth. And then we ihall have done our 
duty; and then we may, in humble confidence, 
look up for the blefiing and protection of the 
great Father of all, wbofe ways are jujl ami 
equal , and who hath made of one hlood all 
nations of men . 

It was, on motion, 

Refolved, That fo much of the reports 
from the feveral focietics, as rdates to the 
fubjed of the education of Africans, and their 
defendants, be annexed in the form of an 
appendix to the printed minutes of this 
Convention. 

Refolved, That it be recommended, that 
all communications intended for the enfuing 
Convention, be direded to the care of James 
Pemberton, Philadelphia, Prefident of the 
Pennfylvania fociety for promoting the abo¬ 
lition of flavery. 
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Refolved, That Samuel P. Griffitts, Samuel 
Coates, James Todd and Robert Patterfon, be 
a committee to fuperintend the publication 
and diftribution of the minutes of this Con¬ 
vention, as well as of the addrefs to the free 
blacks, the addrefles to the feveral Abolition 
Societies, and the letters and memorials order¬ 
ed by this Convention; to have the minutes 
of this year’s proceedings copied, and to give 
three months notice to the focieties of the 
meeting of the Convention next year. 

Refolved, That the abflrads of the laws 
■of the feveral ftates, refpeCting flavery and 
■(laves, as reported by the committee appoint¬ 
ed to execute them, be referred to the com¬ 
mittee for printing and diftributing the mi¬ 
nutes of this Convention; who arc hereby 
direded to obtain any neceflary corrections, 
and caufe them to be annexed as an appendix 
to the minutes aforefaid. 

Refolved, 1 hat the fame committee pre- 
fent to the Speaker of the Senate of Penn- 
fylvania, the thanks of this Convention for 
the ufe of the Senate Chamber. 

Refolved, That fifteen hundred copies of 
the proceedings of the Convention be printed 
and diftributed amongft the feveral Abolition 
Societies in the United States. 

Adjourned, fine die . 

PubHJbcdby order of the Convention , 

THOMAS P. COPE Secretary, 
Philadelphia , May gth, 1797. 
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APPENDIX, 


Xxtratt from the reports of the Abolition Societies 
ref petting education. 

New-Tork Society. 

The New York fociety many years fincc, inflituted 
a fchool for the iuftruftion of African defendants, in vari¬ 
ous fpecies of knowledge; this inftitution, which confide- 
rable experience has proved to be of the higbeft impor¬ 
tance to the progrefs of emancipation and the welfare of 
the fubjefts of our care, has fince the lad Convention* re¬ 
ceived a new lhare of our attention, undergone a renovati¬ 
on, and is now on a more flourifliing and refpetfablc foot¬ 
ing than at any former period, liy an appropriation of 
the principal part of the funds of the fociety, to this objeft, 
together with the annual dividend of the bounty of the 
date, and the contributions of individuals, we have, at an 
expenfe of more than fourteen hundred pounds, purchalcd 
a building and lot fuitahle for our purpofc, and the fchool 
is now maintained at the rate of nbout ouc tbouiand dollars 
a year. This indilution, as the Convention will obferve 
from the confutation of the fociety, is under the immediate 
infpeftion of a board of Trudccs.* It is provided with a 


• Ccnjlitvtio* »/ tit NetL-Ytrk S Kitty, ftr promoting tit monomljpom of 

JLiva and prtttiiimg fuel tj' iLt.tt at have Item or mjy 1/ liicratod. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

X. There fnall be elcdleJ a Board of Trudee* for the African fchool, 
to confilt of ten Members befide* the Chairman and Secretary. At 
every dated meeting of the fociety, the two Member* fird named ou 
the lid (hall go out of office, and a new .appointment of the like num¬ 
ber be made. 

». The Trudee* are to meet datedly once every month, and at fuch 
other time* a* the Chairman (hall require, and at fuch place* a* he may 
dircA, or the majority of them at any meeting fhall appoint. Four of 
the Member* with the Chairman (hall make a (efficient board to traniadfc 
bufineft, and if the Chairman be abfent five Member* including a Chair¬ 
man to be appointed for the time, dull conditute a board. 

j. The Trudee* are empowered to procure the neeeffary InArudori, 
and to provide all necediary accommodation* for the fchool, and to malts 
cpntra£» for thofc purpofc*, which dull be hading oa the fecfctj. 
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mufter, ufher and miftrcfs, by whom the pupils are taught 
reading, pcnm.tnfhip, arithmetic, Englilh grammar and 
geography, and the female fcholars, in addition, needle* 
work. The number of fcholars on the firfl of January 1797, 
was ont hundred and twemy-two; of whom fixty-three 
were males, and fifty-nine females, and this i» about the 
ufual numbers many of them being of fufficient age to be 
occafionally ferviceable to their parents and maflers, fomc 
irregularity unavoidably happens in their attendance, but 
this is not~fo confiderable but that more than two-thirds are 
generally prefent. The appearance, condntf and progrefs 
of this fchool, in the opinion of the Truflecs, would do 
credit to any inftitution of the kind, and is exceeded by 
none in the city. 

On the whole they exhibit an example of fucccfsful in- 
duftry, highly honorable to themfelvc;, gratifying to their 
parents, encouraging to their patrons and confoling to hu¬ 
manity. Mean while the fpirit of improvement has diffuf- 
ed itlelf among many of their color, who have attained 
to years of maturity, without the benefits of inflrudlion. 
An evening fchool under the patronage of the Board of 
Truftces, but not at the expenfe of the focicty, has been 


They may make any regulation! which they may deem neceffary for 
the due government of the fchool, and direct the courfe of Audio and 
difeipline therein. They may inftitute, at the expenfe of the focicty, fnch 
premium* as they may judge proper for the encouragement of the fcholars 
tn their learning; provided they do not exceed the fum of fix pound* in 
one year. They have power to regulate the admiflion of fiholars, and 
to sflVls fuch taxes a* they may think rcafonable and nccefT.try on the 
parents, guardians and mafters of the fcholars; regular lilts of which 
aflelTmcnts arc to he tranfmitted by them to the Rcgilicr, who i» to record 
the lame and deliver an attefted copy thereof to the Trcafurer, who ii 
to coiled the fcveral fums afleffed of the perfom in fuch lilts named. 

4. It is the duty of the Truftces to vifit the fchool once in every month; 
to examine the fcholars as to their proficiency and condud, and to caufc 
to he made > written report of the ftatc of the fchool and of their pro¬ 
ceedings, to every dated meeting of the focicty; and to give any fur¬ 
ther information refpeding the fchool and the objedi of their appoint¬ 
ment, which they may judge neceffary. 

5. The Chairman (hall prefide at all meetings of the Truftces, and 
prefenre order therein, and fhall have a rafting vote and no other. He 
may call fpccial meetings whenever he fhall think proper, or whenever 
requefted by any two of the Trufteca. He ia to fign all reports and 
other official ads of the board. 

6. The Secretary is to keep fair and regular minutes of the proceed¬ 
ings of the Truflecs, to give notice to the Truftces of the times ami places 
of meeting, and, under thediredioti and with the affiftance of tbc Chair¬ 
man, to prepare all reports to the focicty. 
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fn diluted the laft winter; this fchool which is conduced bf 
the mafler and uftier of the fociety fchool, for their own 
emolument, is fupported by the pupils, who amount to 
foity four, of both flies, and themfelvcs defray the charges 
of their education. Hitherto a degree of decorum andin- 
duhry has prevailed among them much to their honor and 
advantage ; and it will no doubt be gratifying to the Con¬ 
vention to learn that the ufiter in either fchool, is himfelf of 
African defeent, and difch.irges the duties of his office with 
a zeal, fidelity and fuccefs, worthy of his character as a 
man, and his profcflion as a Chridian. 


Peiinfylvania Society. 

Early in the year 1793, the committee of the Aboli¬ 
tion Society, forimptoving the condition of the free blacks,* 


• A pirn fir improving f.'.i rendition of to. free ita.h. 

The hufinefk relative to the bee black* (hall be transited by a com- 
nuttcc ol twenty-four perfons, annually eledted by ballot, at the meet¬ 
ing of tliis fociety in the month called April; and in order to perform 
the different Cervices with expedition, regularity and energy this com¬ 
mittee fnall rcfolve itfelf into the following fub-committccs, viz. 

I. A Committee of liffu flitn, who (hall fuperintend the morals, gene¬ 
ral enudufl and ordinary fittution of the free negroes, and afford them 
advice and inftruJlion, protection from wrongs and other friendly offi¬ 
ce*. 

II. A Committee of G. arJuni , who (ha’! place out children, and voting 
people with fuitable perfons, that they may (during a moderate time of 
apprenticcfhip or fervitude) learn fome trade or other means of fubfif- 
tencc. The committee may cfTcift thi* partly by a pcrfuaCvc influence 
mi parents and the perfons concerned, and partly by co-operating with 
the laws which arc or may be enacted for tliis and fimilar purpofc*. 
In foiming contra&s on thefe occafion* the committee (hall fecurc to the 
fociety fo far as may be practicable, the right of guardianihip over 
the perfons fo bound. 

\U. A Committee of Education , who (hall fuperintend the fchool inftruc- 
lion of the children and youth of the free black*; they may either influence 
them to attend regularly the fchooU already eltablilhcd in this city, or 
form others w ith this view; they (lull, in cither cafe provide, that the pu- 

f >ilt may receive fuch learning at it ncccffary for their future fltuationin 
ife, cfpecially a deep impreflion of the molt important and generally ac¬ 
knowledged moral and religious principles. They (hall alfo procure and 
prefenrr a regular record of the marriages, births and manumiflloiu o t 
all free blaikt. 

IV. A Committee of Employ , who (hall endeavour to procure conflant 
employment for thofe free negroes who arc able to work; as die want of 
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jlurchafed on a ground rent of fifteen pounds per anmfr% 
a lot of ground fituate on the north fide of Cherry Hreet, 
between Sixth and Seventh Greets, on which they i'r.on 
after placed a frame building and opened a free fchool for 
the inftruflion of children of color of both fexes; in this 
fchool are taught, fpelling, reading, and needle work. 
Eleanor Harris, a black woman, being judged well qua¬ 
lified, has been employed as their teacher fince the opening 
of the fchool. Her /alary is one hundred dollars per an¬ 
num; (he is alfo provided with a dwelling in the houfe, 
and with fire wood. The children are furnifiied with the 
neceflary fchool hooks. The expenfes of this fchool are 
defrayed out of the particular funds of this committee, 
raifed by donations, legacies and annual fubferiptions. 
The fchool is regularly vifited every month by the com¬ 
mittee of education. The number of fcholars who gene¬ 
rally attend is thirty. 

With a view further to extend the benefits of education 
to the Africans and their defeendants, the above named com¬ 
mittee for improving the condition of the free blacks, have 
lately procured additional contributions, fuppofed fufficient 
to enable them to eftablilh two more fchools, which it is 
expefted will fhortly be opened, one in the northern, and 
the other in the fouthern part of the city. 

The committee for improving the condition of the free 
blacks have alfo afforded pecuniary afliftance to a fociety of 


tbit would occafion poverty, idlcncfs and many vicious habits. The com¬ 
mittee will by fedulous inquiry be enabled to find common laWmr for b 
great number; they will alfo provide that fuch as indicate proper talent? 
may learn various trades, which may he done by prevailing upon them 
to hind themfclves for fuch a term of years as fhall eompenfate their 
maflirs for the expenfe and trouble of infirudion and maintenance. The 
committee may attempt the tnflitution of feme ufcful and fimple manu- 
fadurcs, which require hut little (kill, and alfo may aflifl in commenc¬ 
ing buGnefs, fuch ai appear to be qualified for it. 

Whenever the committee of infpcdlion (hall find perfon* of any par¬ 
ticular description requiring attention, they {hull immediately dired' 
them to that committee of whofe care they are the proper obje&s. 

In matter* of a mixed nature the committees (ball confer, and if necef- 
fary, ad in concert: Affair* of great importance fhall he referred to the 
whole committee. 

The expenfe incurred by the profeention of this plan, full be defray¬ 
ed by a fund to be formed by donations or fubfeription* for thefe par¬ 
ticular purpofe*, and to be kept feparate from the other fund* of thi* 
fociety. The committee fhall make a report of their proceedings and of 
the Hate of their flock, to the fociety at their quarterly melting* in thn 
taonth* called April and OftobeT. 
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young men, chiefly members cf the Abolition Society, who 
have kept an evening fchool fitice the year 1788, for the 
Inllrutfion cf black men, in reading, writing and arithmetic, 
during the fall and winter months. A fchool rocm was 
fumifhed them by the overfeers of the fchool held in Wil- 
lings alley, hereafter to be mentioned; they have generally 
employee! a mailer, and have themfelvcs ferved alternately 
as his afllflants. 'Hie blacks are provided with books, &c. 
and taught gratis. The expenfe is now defrayed by volun¬ 
tary contributions of the fociety of young men. About 
lixty fchnlars are at prefent taught in this fchool. A Firft- 
day or Sunday fchool is kept at this houfe in the fumrner 
fe.rihn, for the inllruflion of black men in reading and 
writing by the fame fociety of young men. 

Br Pules the fchools more particularly under the care and 
direction of the fociety, there arc feveral others in this city, 
eflabliflied for the improvement of the people of color in 
various branches of ufcful learning. 

In the year 1771, two fchools for the inlhnuflion of black 
children, male and female, were inllituted by the fociety 
o* Friends, on a lot of ground belonging to them in Wil- 
lings-allcv—An houfe was built, and the fchool fupported 
by voluntary contributions from the members of that foci¬ 
ety, until the year 17S6, when by a legacy of Anthony 
Bcnezet, amounting to a ground rent of ninety pounds per 
annum, a donation of five hundred pounds fterling from 
England, and feme legacies in this country, all of which 
were veiled in ground rents, the yearly income of the 
the fchool was near two hundred pounds—the falaries of 
the .mailer and millrcfs, expenfe of fire wood, books and 
flationary, amount to about two hundred and thirty-two 
pounds per annum. The balance is made up by the fociety 
of Friends. The teachers live in the houfe, rent free, and 
arc provided with fire-wood—no children of color whether 
flnves or others are refufed admittance to this fchool. The 
average number in each fchool is about forty fcholari* 
Thefe fchools are under the care of a committee of twelve 
perfons appointed by the fociety of Friends, who vifit them 
regularly once a month. 

In the year T795, a number of young women of this 
city, formed a fociety for the put pofc of teaching black 
women and girls reading and writing. They have pro¬ 
cured a fchool mom, give their perlbnal attendance as 
teachers alternately, provide fire wood, and for thofe who 
are not able to procure them, books and flationary. The 
expenfe is defrayed by voluntary contributions—the fchool 

Fourth Convention/127 



C 34 ) 

is held in.the evening during the full and winter months-*' 
the average number of fcholars* who attend is thirty. 

In the winter of 1796, a Firft-day or Sunday fchool for 
the education of the black people in reading and writing 
was opencJ by a mem?>cr of the Abolition Society at the 
Mcthodift African meeting houfe in Sixth-ftrect, and held 
between the hours of public worfiiip. From fixty to ninety 
perfons, chiefly adults of both fexes, ufually attended. The 
original inflitutof of this fchool was foon afterwards affifted 
by fcvcral young men, moflly member* of the Abolition 
Society. The generality of the fcholars were furnifhed with 
books gratisj the fund for defraying the neceflary expenfes 
was’ raifed by contributions folierted by the founder, who 
propofe* in lieu of the day fchool to keep oner in the even¬ 
ing on a fimiiar plan, during the winter fcafon. 

All the accounts procured of the different fchools concur 
in declaring, that the improvement and behaviour of the" 
people of color ii encouraging and fatisfaftory. 


Alexandria Society. 


The committee appointed for carrying into eflc.fl the 
plan of education adopted by the fociety, beg leave to make 
the following report, refpc&ing the ftalc, progrefs and pro- 
fpe<fl of the fchool which they have organised m conformity 
with the aforefaid plan.* 


• Plm of EJirrat'ori —Whereas the views of this fociety arc not only to 
obtain legal jiiffice for the opprcfTcd Africans and their descendants, and 
to mitigate their fufferings, but alfo to ameliorate their condition in 
general as far as may be practicable; as well as that all others in indigent- 
circumftances, who may appear fit object* of the patronage of the foci- 
ety, may receive benefit therefrom. 

The fociety contemplating thefe objedts, and fcnfible that a proper edu¬ 
cation, directed to the improvement of the mind and the regulation of 
the heart, itafruirfulfburceof human happinefs, arc defirous that thefe 
unhappy people may be admitted to a participation of its benefits. But 
the fociety being apprehenfive that little opportunity will be afforded 
them of attending to thefe important advantages during that part of the 
week allotted to bodily labour. It it therefore refolved—that for the 
attainment of this dcfirablc end, Snnday fchools be eilablifhed in this 
town, under the patronage and by the dire&ion of the fociety; on thtf 
principles and in manner following; 
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Your committee having divided themfelves into clafieSj 
and engaged Benjamin Davis as teacher, for four months, 
at the rate of fixty dollars a year, opened fchoolon Sunday 
the eleventh of December laft. in Archibald M‘Lean's Ichool 
room, on which day they admitted feventeen fcholars: the 
number has increafed every fchool day fince, and at prefetft 

A committee of twelve members of the focicty fhall be appointed for 
carrying into effect this refolution, a majority of whom fhall confututf 
a quorum. 

It fhall be die duty of faid committee when appointed, to procure 
fuitable apartments (gratis, if pofliblc) for the accommodation of fcho. 
lars to be hereafter admitted, and to employ, at the expeufe of the fo- 
ciety, competent teachers, to take the immediate charge of laid fchook 

In thefe feusinaries fhadl be taught, orthography, reading, writing a;ul 
*he more uleful p.rts of arithmetic; and the uior-U of the pupils lhall 
bo carefull) attended to. 

Thefe fchools fhall be open indifcrimimtcly for the reception of chil¬ 
dren of indigent parents, whofc circum!l;in:e» m life, exclude them front 
<*ther means of education, hut more cfpecirdly the children of free blacks 
and mulattocs, and the flaves of all who chuofe to fend ihein; allb, {r <*~ 
adults of the aforementioned deicription who may be thought aide to 
pay, and the children of fuch fhall be admitted at a low rate of tuition, 
and ail monies fo railed, fhall be appropriated to the foie ufe of laid in- 
Aituticn. 

The committee fhall be chofen for one year in the fame manner as 
other officers—as loon as convenient after their election, they fhall di¬ 
vide themfelves equally into two ciufies, the lirll of which lhall vacate 
tl.cir places at the end of fix months, and the fecoml at the end of twelve 
months; fo that one half lhall be chofen every iix months—and no mem¬ 
ber who lhall have ferved out die regular term of his appointment, 
lhall be eligible for the next fix months—in cafe of vacarcios in their 
own body, they lhall have power to fill fuch vacancies till the next 
election. 

The committer fhall divide themfelves into three clalTes, one of which 
in rotation lhall attend laid fchools pcrfonally every Sabbath day, to in- 
fped the ftatc of them, fee that the teachers perform their duty, and 
for any other purpofes, which they may conceive calculated to promote 
the ends of the inilitution. 

Moreover if the committee (hall not be able as foon as requifite, to 
procure fuitable teachers, or if at any time vacancies happen, in either 
cafe, the committee lhall themfelves by claHes, take charge of fuch fchool 
or fchools as may be deftitute till it or they can be fuppiied. 

The committee fhall, under the aforefaid regulations, have a difcrc- 
fionary power in the management of faid inilitution; they fh.illhavc ,he 
lole right of admitting, rcjcOling and expelling fcholars, of fixing the 
hours of commencing and breaking up fchool: Frov,dJ nrv.r/ir.Vofthat 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members fh.,11 be necelTary for 
the cxpulfion of any fcholar wht.m they may deem unworthy of the in- 
Aittition; they fhall meet at leall once a month, for the tranfa&nm of 
bufintfs, and lhall at each quarterly meeting of the loeicty, nuke rern y, 
•f their pr-cccd : ngs, and of the A ate of the iuftitutitn. 
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imounts to one hundred and eight who have been admitted. 
Of this number ten have attended irregularly and agreeably 
t*o a refolve of the committee parted the fourth inflant, 
for excluding ftich a« abf'cnt thcmfclves four fchool days fuc* 
certivclv without a fatisfartory cxcufe, your committee ap¬ 
prehend nmll of the above mentioned delinquents will vacate 
their places. 

In regard to the advancement of the pupils in learning* 
your committee ftate, that they have four who write a very 
legible hand, read the feriptures with a tolerable facility and 
have commenced arithmetic: eight others arc capable of 
tending the feriptures, but have as yet made 1’mall advance¬ 
ment in writing: fifteen can fpell words of three or four 
fyllables and read eafy leflons: fomc of thefe have been put 
to writing: the reliduc are chiefly learning the alphabet or 
to fpell monofyllablcs. 

Many of the pupils (cfpecially thofe of mature age) 
evince a flrong defire and confiderable aptitude for learning. 
Their deportment in general is orderly and rcfpcdlul, and 
their external appearance very decent. 

Your committee feel gratified in having it in their power 
to report thus favourably of the inflitution. I hey flatter 
themselves that its effects will be laftingly beneficial in im¬ 
proving the minds and amending the morals ot thofe for 
whofe advantage it was oltablilhed. 

Your committee cannot difmifs the fubjeft without ear- 
neftlv recommending this infant inllitntion to the vigilant 
grrardianfhip of the fneiety: exprefling at the fame time their 
faqguine hopes of its ultimato fuccel's and extenfive utility*. 
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A Table flowing the recommendations and 
rcquifilions of the Convention of 1796, and 
if former Conventions, and bow far they 
have hitherto been complied with by each 
Society. 

To fend delegates to a Convention to meet at Phi¬ 
ladelphia in May, 1797- 
New-York focicty, complied. 

Ncw-Jcrfey fociety, ditto. 

Pcnnfylvania fociety, ditto. 

Maryland lbciety, (at Baltimore) ditto. 

Choptank fociety, (Maryland) ditto. 

Alexandria fociety, (Virginia) ditto. 

Virginia lbciety, ( at Richmond) ditto. 

Rhode-lfland, Connecticut, Walhington (Pennfylvania,) 
Wilmington (Delaware,) Delaware, Chellertown (Mary• 
land,) Winchcftcr ( Virginia,) and Kentucky focictici fent 
none. 

II. To tranfmit certifcd copies of all the laws in the 
refpeflive Jlates relating to fa very; as well of 
thofe repealed as of thofe in Jorce. 

Connecticut tranfmitted in j 79?. 

New-York, in 1797. 

New Jerfcy, in 1796. 

Pennsylvania, in 1797. 

Maryland, in 1797. 

Virginia and 1 

Alexandria. J in 1797, a copy of profef- 

for Tucker’s diifertation on flavcry, which contains the fub- 
ftance of all the laws of Virginia refpetfing flavery from 
its feitlement till 1794. Copies of the laws fincc that pe- 
riod alfo fent. 

Rhode Ifland, Delaware, and Kentucky focieties hare 
not yet transmitted. 

III. To forward cor reft lifs of the officers and other 

members of each rcJpeClive fociety . 

New-Torl complied in 1796 and 1797, number of mem* 
bers two hundred and fifty. 

New-Jerfey complied partially. 
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Pcnnfylvania complied in 1797. Members five hundred and 
ninety one. 

Wilmington complied in 1796. Members about fixty. 
Maryland complied in 1797. Members two hundred and 
thirty -one. 

C/jnftani complied in 1797. Members twenty-five. 
Alexandria complied in ! 797. Members fixty-two. 
Virginia complied in 1796 and 1797. Members one 
dred and forty-feven. 

Rhode-Ifland, Conncflicut, Waftiington, Delaware, 
Chefter-town, Winchefter and Kentucky lbcictics have not 
yet Tent lifts of their members. 

IV. An account of the proceedings of each fociety 
in relieving porfons unlawfully held in bondage . 

tfwTorU Since January 1796, have had complaints from 
ninety pcrlbns, Africans or of African dc- 
i'ccnt—twenty-nine freed on the law prohi- 
biting importation—feven as free born— 
two unfuccefsful—heavy damages recovered 
in fomc inftances—twenty-one cafes now in 
Atit—nineteen under coniidctatinn. 
New-Jerfey Many manumiflions have been effcdlcd fince 
fociety. January 1796, but no precife information is 
yet received to what number and under what 
ciicumftanccs. 

Pcnnfylvania It appears from the minutes of the afting com- 
fotietj, mittce of the fociety, that many hundreds 
of Africans have been liberated through 
their aid fince the inftitution of the fociety. 
Wilmington Has fent a lift of perfons liberated by their 
fociety. agency up to 1796, amounting to eighty* 
lincc 1788. 

Maryland A variety of fuits were inftituted againfl the 
fociety at unlawful holders of Haves lad year, and in 

Baltimore . confcqucnce many have been liberated— 

there arc fcvcral fuits now pending in law, 
which are expcdlcd to Witfe the like favor¬ 
able iflue. 

Cboptanl This fociety has exerted itfelf in favor of the 
fociety. Africans, for feven years} and been the in- 

ftrumciu of liberating more than fixty indi¬ 
viduals, and has failed but in a Angle appli¬ 
cation to a court of jultice in their behalf. 
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Alexandria Twenty-fix complaints made to the fociety_ 

foctety* fix perfons relieved on the law againft im¬ 
portation; five will probably be relieved, 
the other fourteen cafes on which as well as 
on the above five fuits are pending are 
doubtful. A fuit in Norfolk court and one 
in North Carolina now carrying on at the 
expenfe of this fociety. 

Virginia Nothing of material importance fince the con* 
fociety. vention of 1796. Suits commenced before 
now pending in behalf of between twenty 
and thirty perfons. 

Rhode-lfland, Connecticut, Wafhington, Delaware, 
Chefter-town, Winchefter, and Kentucky fodeties fent no 
account. 

V. A Jlatement of the condition of the blacks in 
each Jiatc both bond and free , with refpt 6 l to 
the property of the free, and the employment and 
moral conduit of all . 

Ntw-Tori. The number of people of color in the fiste 
of New-York not known—exceeds two thou- 
fand—in the city names ,of one thoufand 
collected—of tliefe more than half are free, 
employed as fervants, labourers, Tailors, me¬ 
chanics, &c.—a few are fmall traders— 
condition tolerable—many in town and 
country freeholders—feveral worth from 
three hundred to thirteen hundred dollars— 
various aflociations among the free blacks 
for mutual fupport, benefit and improve, 
ment—one has a lot for a burying ground 
and the feite of a church worth fifteen hun¬ 
dred dollars. 

In a ftate of progreflive improvement. 
Neiv-Jcrfey. Condition, as to enjoyments of life and refpec- 
tability, much the fame a* in New-York. 
Penn/yfvemia. Complied with in 1796. See the minutes of the 
convention of that year— page ao and 11, 
Maryland at The condition of the blacks from the infor- 
JBahimort fcf (nation this fociety has received is greatly 
Cbaptani. ameliorated, and fome few of the free are 
enabled to provide for themfelves without 
manual labor—moral conduct equal to that 
of the whites in like ctrcamftances—minute 
information not yet obtained. 
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Alexandria. Generally (laves—their treatment lefs rigorous 
than formerly—moral conduit of the free 
generally good—as labourers preferred to 
the whites. 

“From Rhode-Idand, Conneilicut, Wafhington, Wii. 
mington, Delaware, Chcfler-town, Virginia, Winchefter 
and Kentucky focieties—none fent. 

VI. Reports of trials and adjudications relative to 

Africans. 

Neev-Torl. None ever preferved in this date. 

New *ferfry. Sent in 1796. 

Penxfyhania. None have been preferved by the focicty, but 
fome have been publifhed and others arc 
now preparing for publication. 

Rhode-Ifland. Connecticut, Wafhington, Wilmington, 
Delaware, Maryland, Chcfter-town, Choptank, Alexan¬ 
dria, Virginia, Winchefter and Kentucky focieties—fent 
none. 

VII. Endeavours ufed to obtain a repeal or amelio¬ 

ration of the laws rcfpcBing Jlavery. 

NtW'Tork. A bill for the gradual abolition of davery 
brought into the Legidature at tlu ir lad 
fdlinn, but podponed till the next fedion. 
Mw.fr/ry. A bill brought into the lad fedion of the Le. 

giltature for a gradual abolition of davery 
which is podponed to the next fedion as in 
New York. 

Pennjylvania. A bill for the total abolition of davery was 
brought into and read in the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives near the clofe of the lad fedion 
of the Legidature, but lies over to the next 
fedion. 

Maryland at No attempt has been made fince the Conven- 
Baltimort . lion of 1796. 

Alexandria. Have drawn up and mean to prefent to the 
next Legidature, a icmondrance ngaind a 
late law of the data which is peculiarly fe- 
vere againd Africans. 

Rhode-Idand, Connecticut, Wafhington, Wilmington, 
Delaware, Cheder-town, Choptank, Virginia, Wincheder, 
and Kentucky focieties tranfmitted no information. 
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VIII. The progrcfs made in extending to Africans 
the benefits of injlruflion. 

Ntw-Tork, Houfe ami lot for a fchool purchafed by the 
fociety (mcc January 1796 —fchool has ex¬ 
ited many years—more flnurifhing now 
than ever—property of the focicty for its 
accommodation worth upwards of three 
thoufand five hundred dollars—annual ex* 
penfe of the fchool one thoufand dollars— 
has a mailer, nllier and miftrefs—fcholars 
taught reading, pcnmanfhip, arithmetic, 
Fnglilh grammar and geography—girls(ad 
ditionally) needle work—number one hun¬ 
dred and twenty-two—boys iixty three— 
girls fifty-nine—improve faft and behave as 
well as any other children—evening fchool 
in the winter for free blacks, adults—taught 
by the mailer and ufher of the fociety’s 
fchool—number, forty-four—uftier a black 
man. 

Nriv-ferfy. Nothing done by the focicty—a bill is now 
pending before the JLegiflature providing 
for tlic inOruftion of all children in the Hate, 
which, if carried, will include the Africans 
as well as the whites. 

Ptnnfylvtinia. Within the city and liberties of Philadelphia 
there arc at prefent feven I'chonls for the 
education of people of color; at which per¬ 
haps near three hundred fcholars of both 
fexes uiually attend—two other fchools are 
about to be opened for the fame purpofe. 
Mnr^nnd at Several children of Africans and other people 
Baltimore. of color now under a courfc of inllruction — 
an academy (of which notice was given to 
the laft convention) will be opened the en- 
luing fealon, and fuitahle teachers provided. 
jllrxandria. A Sunday fchool opened by this fociety in De¬ 
cember, 1795, f or the reception of Africans 
and their defendants—the number of fcho¬ 
lars who ufually attend is one hundred and 
eight— they are inllrudied in reading, pen- 
manfhip and arithmetic. 

From Rhode-Ifland, Connecticut, Wafhington, Wilming¬ 
ton, Delaware, Chefler-town, Choptank, Virginia, Winches¬ 
ter, and Kentucky locietiei—no information received. 
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IX. To ejiablijh periodical difcourfes *n the fubjeSf 
of Jlavery and the means of its abolition . 

ConneB'uut. No information this year—there have been fe. 

ven or eight difcourfes delivered before the 
fociety, the greater part of which have been 
* pr^ed * nd circ,,1 ated extenfively. 
New-Tork. The firll annual difeourfe delivered before this 
B ,, . fociety the twelfth of April, t 797 . 

Penn/ylvama. Not deemed neceflary in this Rate, where the 
general fentiments of the people are, in a 
great degree, congenial with thofe of the 
fociety. 

MarylinJ. Complied with. 

Rhode-lfland, New-Jerfey, Wafhington, Wilmington, 
Delaware, Cheftertown, Choptank, Alexandria, Virginia, 
Wtnchefter, and Kentucky focictics tranfmitted no infor¬ 
mation on the fubjeCt. 

X. To keep accurate rcgijlers of all deeds of ma- 
numiffton executed within the precin 6 ls of each 
fociety . 

New-Tork. Attended to by this fociety from the firft, fo 
far as depended on itfelf. 

Pennfylvania. A regiltcr of manumiOlons kept by the aCting 
committee. b 

Maryland at The fociety preferve a regiltcr—and all ma- 
Baltimore and numillions are matter ol record in the county 
Choptank. courts. 1 

Alexandria. A regiiler is kept by the fociety, manumidions 
recorded in the court of Common Pleas. 
rtrgima. Deeds of emancipation are recorded in the 
county courts. 

From Rhode Ifland, Connecticut, New-Jerfey, Wafliine* 
ton, Wilmington, Delaware, Chefter-town, Winchefter and 
Kentucky focieties— no information. 

XI. To diflribute fuitable publications tending to 

promote the deftgn of the inflations. 

New-Tork. Attended to partially. 

Ntw-Jerfry. Attended to generally. 

Pennfylvania. Faithfully attended ter. 

Alexandria. Attended to, and a new publication is foon 
_ to made on the fubjeCt of flavery. 

From Rhode-lfland, Connecticut, Wafliington, Wilmine- 
ton, Delaware, Maryland, Chefter town, Choptank, Virgi- 
wa, Winchefter and Kentucky focieties—no information 
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XIT. To endeavour to free negroes from St. Doming » 
retained here as Jlaves , contrary to the decree 
of the National Convention of France. 

Pennfylvania. Acted on as cafes have occurred—from the 
other focietics—no information. 


XIII. To dfcourage the ufe of articles manufactured 

by Jlaves. 

No particular meafures on this fubjeCt are reprefented as 
being adopted by any of the focietics. 

XIV. To dijlribute the addrefs to the free people 
of color from the convention of 1796. 

New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and 
Alexandria focielies—done. 

Choptnnk fociety. Not received till late by this fociety. 
Virginia fociety. 1> oe in part. 

From Uhode-Ifland, Connecticut Walhington, Wilming¬ 
ton, Delaware, Chcftir-town, Winchettcf and Kentucky 
focietics—no iniormatioa. 


XV, To fend copies of the conjlitutions of the re - 
fpci live focietics. 

Coimeflicut. Sent. 

Ar vi. Tori. Sent the original in 1796, and the revifed one 
in 1797. 

Nrw-Jcrfey. Sent in 1796. 

Pennfy/vatiia. ditto. 

I Wilmington. ditto. 

Maryland. ditto. 

^Alexandria. Sent 1797. 

Virginia. Sent 1796. 

Ch Walhington, Delaware, Chefler-tow«, 
Choptank, Wincheftcr and Kentucky focicties fent noire. 
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The following ahjlrafts of the ex i/ling laws re * 
fpffting Jlavery in the States of Connecticut, New- 
f'orh , New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland and 
Virginia, are publijhed for general information— 
The inconjijtency of fcveralof thefe laws arifes from 
the nature of the fubjeft, and though much care has 
been taken to make thefe abjlrafts plain and intelli¬ 
gible, yet we do not fuppofe we have fully fucceedcd 
in this firjl effay. We hope that fuller documents 
and more confident laws , will enable future Con¬ 
ventions to perform this tafk with greater pcrjpicu- 
ity and ufefulncfs. 

By the exijling laws of Connefticut: 

Any negro, molatto, or indian fervant or flave, who lhall 
be found wandering out of the bounds of the place to which 
he belongs, without a pafs from a magiftrate or from his 
owner, (nail be treated as a runaway, and citizens arc im- 
powered to fccure fuch perfons and bring them before the 
magiflrate, the owner being liable for all charges accruing 
thereby. 

Ferry men are required not to fuffer fuch perfons to pafs 
their ferries under penalty of twenty {hillings for each 
offence, to the owner; and if free negroes {ball travel with¬ 
out fuch certificate, and be (lopped or taken up, they {ball 
pay all charges arifing thereby. 

Any perlon prefuming to buy or receive from an indian, 
molatto or negro fervant or flave, any money or goods 
without order from the owner, {ball bcfcntcnccd torcflore 
all fuch articles and alfo forfeit double the value thereof, 
and treble, if the article is not to be obtained: and if the 
perlnn lb offending do not make reftitution as awarded, then 
to be publicly whipt, not exceeding twenty flnpcs, or make 
fatisfadiion by fervice. And any indian, negro or molatto 
fervant or (lave, lo depofmng or felling fuch articles or mo¬ 
ney. if it appear they were ftolen, or that {ball fteal any 
money or goods and {ball be convidled, (although the buyer 
or receiver be not found) fhall be whipt, not exceeding 
thirty ftripes, and the things ftolen if found, returned to the 
party injured, or the value if not found. 

Any fervant or flave, as above, if found from home after 
nine o'clock at night, may be taken before a magiflrate, 
who may order him or her to be whipt on the naked body, 


Abolition Societies/138 



( 45 ) 

unt exceeding ten (tripes, and pay cort of court, unlefs re¬ 
deemed by the mafter’s paying .t fine not exceeding ten (bill 
mgs: and any perfon entertaining or tolerating anv fuch 
perions in his houfc after fuch hour, (hall forfeit ten (hillings. 

No (lave (hall be imported into this (late to be left or fold 
inder the penalty of one hundred pounds. 

Any perfun manumitting a (lave is liable to the mainte- 
nance oMuch flare; and the fame as to negro, molatto and 
bpanifh Indian fervants fortune, whofc time is expired- ex¬ 
cept a certificate be procured from the kleA men empow¬ 
ering iucli liberation, which tlicy are empowered to grant 
if to a majority of them it appear, that fuch Have or fervant 
is able to (upport himiclf and is of good and peaceable life 
and converlation. 

No negro or molatto child, born after the firft day of 
March one thoufad (even hundred and eighty.four, (ha'l be 
held in fervitude after attaining the age of twenty five years. 

No citizen or refident of this Hate, (hall import or tranfpori 
or buy or fell oi receive on board his or her vert'd, with i n . 
tent to caufe to be imported or tranfported, any of the in' 
habitants of any country in Africa, as (laves, or fervants' 
for term of y^ars: upon penalty of fifty pounds for each 
perfon fo imported or tranfported, and of five hundred 
pounds for every vert'd employed in fuch importation or 
tranfportation; and all infurance on velTcls fo employed or 
flaves or fervants fo (hipped is void. 7 * 

Any perfon who fhall kidnap, decoy or forcibly carry off 
out of this (late any free negro, Indian or molatto or any 
perfon entitled to freedom at the age of twenty-five years 
or Avail aid or aflilt therein, being duly conviAcd, fl u U f or | 
-fdt one hundred pounds, and in addition, Inch (urn in <Ja* 
mages as the court (hall determine: I'mvuUd that nothing 
in this aA (hail operate to prevent perions removing out of 
tins Hate, for the purpolc of rclidcncc, from carrying or 
tranfportmg with them fuch negroes or molattocs as belong 
to them, or to prevent perions living within this (late, from 
d.rrAtng their fervants out of this (late about their ordinary 
and liccertary bufinefs. 1 

Any owner, mafter or faAor of any veffcl clearing out for 
the coaft of Afnca, or fufpeAed by any citiaenofthis flate. 
to be intended for the (lave trade in any part of the world 
may on declaration of fuch fufpicion, made on oath to 

the naval officer, to his fatisfaAion, be required to give bond 
in one thoufand pounds that none of the natives of Africa 
or any other foreign country, (hall he taken on board fuch 
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veflel, during her voyage, with intent to be tranfported as 
(laves to any other part of the world. 

All perfons are required to give in to the Town Clerk of 
the place where they refide, on oath, the names of fuch chil¬ 
dren as arc or (hall be in their pofleflion, as arc entitled to 
freedom at the age of twenty-five years, under penalty of 
forty (hillings for every month’s neglcft, after the time fixed 
by this aft. 

No perfon (hall Jranfport or aflift in tranfporting for the 
purpofe of felling, out of this (late, any negro or molatto 
(lave or fervant for time,' upon penalty of one hundred 
pounds. And all notes, bonds, mortgages or fccuiites given 
in payment for perfons fo tranfported, are made void. 

If any owner of a (lave (hall make application to any two 
of ihi civil authority, or one of the civil authority and two 
feleft men ot the town to which he belongs, for the purpofe 
of manumitting his (la\e, it (hall be the duty of faid autho¬ 
rity if the (lave is found to be in good health, and not more 
than forty-five years of age or lefs than twenty-five years, 
to give to the owner a certificate thereof under their hands: 
Provided the (lave is defirous of being made free, and this 
certificate enables the owner to manumit the (lave, without 
incurring any rifque of after maintaining him. 


By the a£l of the Le%i/lature of the Jlate of New - 
Tork , pajfcd the twcnty-fecondof February 1788 , 
and which comprizes all the laws refpeflingjlaves t 
it is enabled: 

That every negro, molatto or muftee, within the ftate, 
who at the lime of the palling the aft, was a (lave for life, 
(hall continue fuch unleis manumitted, in the manner pre- 
feribed by the aft, or fet free by fome futui e law of the Hate; 
and the children of fuch perfon (hall follow the condition of 
the mother, and be adjudged (laves. The baptizing of 9 
Have is declared not to be a manumifiion of fuch (lave. 

Slaves under fifty years of age may be manumitted, by 
the owners of them, on procuring a certificate from the 
overfeeri of the poor, or two juflices of the peace, or the 
Mayor or Recorder and two Aldermen, that fuch Oaves ap- 
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pear to be under fifty years of age, and of fufficieni abilitv 
to mat main themfelves, and having fuch certificate rcgiller- 
ed with the Clerk of the city, county or town, where the 
ow ner or fiav e rcudes; without being obliged to give fecurity 
to indemnity fuch city, town or place, or to maintain them 
after they have become helplcfs through old age or infirmity, 
slaves may, in like manner, be manumitted"by will, if the 
executors procure fuch cert ificate. 

Or they mav be manumitted at any age without fuch 
certificate, provided the owner or the executors or any tef- 
tator, or any other perfon, in behalf of the (lave, will give 
fecurity at the feffions, or enter into a bond to the Hate, to 
fave harmlefs the citv, town or place, from the charge of 
any fuch (lave. And, even if any fuch perfon is manumit, 
ted by lad will, or otherwife, and no certificate be attained 
or fecunty g.ven, yet fuch (lave frail be confidered as freed 
from the owner or h»s executors, adminidrators or afligns, 
and he or they frail be liable to maintain them when they 
become helplefs and unable to maintain themfelves. If the 
overfeers of the poor frail refufe to give t)ie certificate as 
abovemcntioncd. the owner may appeal to the Quarter Sef. 
Hons, who are authorized to grant the certificate! 

No perfon can fell (laves to another who is nnable to 
™ a j f ntal ,7 them, un ‘ ,cr the penalty of twenty pounds : and 
■nail dill be deemed owner of fuch (laves. 

Any Have linking a white perfon mav he committed by a 
JnRjce of the Peace, and be tried and fnffer the puniihment 
infii&ed for petit larceny. 

In all capital cafes, negroes or other (laves, frail have die 
privilege of a trial by jury. 

Slaves conviAed of any crime, under a capital offence 
may on the requeft of the owner, and at the defection 
the court, be transported out of the Hate. Slaves are nor 
admitted as witneffes in any caufe whatever for or againl 
any perfon, except that in criminal cafes, their evidence 
may be taken for, or again!!, each other. 

All contrails made with (laves, without confent of their 
owners, are void. The owners of (laves arc liable for their 
trefpaffcs to the va ue of five pounds. 

No perfon (hall harbour a runaway flare, or trade with 
fiv^pounds ° Ut C ° nl ' Cnl ° f thC 0wner * undcr ‘he penalty of 

To prevent the further importation of (laves into the 
date, it is enailed—That any perfon who (hall fell, *, a 
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Have, within this ftate, any negro or other pcrfon, who has 
been imported or brought into the ftate fince the firft of 
June, 1785, or fince the pafting of the aft, fhall he dremed 
guilty of a public offence, and forfeit one hundred pounds, 
to be recovered by aft ion of debt with cofts of fait, one half 
to the Trealurer of the ftate, and the other half to the perfon 
l'uing for the fame—and every fuch peri'on, fo brought into 
the ftate and fold, is declared to be free—and if any perfon 
fhall buy, or, as an agent, (hall receive any (lave, with an 
intent to export or carry fuch Have out of the ftate to be fold, 
fuch perfon or agent, lliall, in like manner be deemed guilty 
of a public offence, and forfeit the fum of one hundred 
pounds; and fuch flavc, immediately after he fhall be fo 
purchafed, taken, or received, is declared to be free. 

Abjlratls of New-Jcrfcy laws vcfpdUn^jlavcsy &c. 

The aft palled the twentieth of October, 1694, prohibits 
the permitting any flave to carry any gun or piliol, or take 
any dog with him into the woods or plantations, unlefs ac¬ 
companied by his owner or fome other white perfon by order 
of his owner, under the penalty of twenty fhillings for the 
firft offence, and thirty fhillings for the fccond, and ten 
fhillings more for every offence after; to be recovered of the 
owner—Inllifts a penalty on fuffering flaves to keep any 
fwine without the owners mark, and provides that any per¬ 
fon lending to any flavc a piftol or gun, fhall forfeit the fame 
or twenty fhillings to the owner of the faid flave. 

The aft pafl'cd March feventeenth, 1713, prohibits the 
trafficking with any negro, indian or molatto flave, without 
the confent of the owner or other perfon having the care of 
fuch flave, under the penalty of twenty fhillings for the firlt 
offence, and forty fhillings for the fecond and every other 
offence, and authorizes the taking up and whipping any 
flave that may be found five miles from his mailer or mif- 
treffes habitation, or that may come out of any other pro¬ 
vince into New-Jerfey, unlefs fuch flave have leave in writ¬ 
ing from his maftcr or miftrefs, or is known to be on his or 
her bufinefs. 

The twelfth feftion of the fame aft preferibes the penalty 
of forty {hillings for every time that any perfon fhall har¬ 
bour or entertain the flave of another without the confent 
of the mafter or miftrefs, excepting in diilrefs of weather 
or other extraordinary occafion, and if any perfon fhall 
harbour, conceal, or a Gift in carrying away any flave who 
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Hiall happen to be lofl, die, or be otherwife rendered unfer- 
viccablc, he Hull pay the value of fuch Have to the owner* 

The thirteenth ledtion provides that no negro, Indian or 
molatto, who (hall thereafter he made free, Hull hold or 
pollVls any houfes, lands, tenements or hereditaments in his 
own right, in fee iimplc or fee tail. 

The firft Icftion of an aft pafled Oftober twenty third, 
1751, authorizes any Jullice of the peace, on application to 
him mad.- by the ma:ter of any ferwant or Have, to caufe to 
•*)e brought before him any perl'011 who may be fufpefted of 
having fold any llrong liquor to fuch Have or fervant with¬ 
out h>s mailer’s confent, and to tender anoath or affirmation 
that he has not fo done, and his refnfal to take the laid oath 
or affirmation iho.ll be fuffkient evidence to convift him 
thereof. 

The fecond and third feftions provide, that if mote than 
five negro or molatto (laves Hull meet and alembic together, 
(unlel's on their mallei or miffrelFes bufinels) they lltall be 
apprehended and whipped, and if any negroor molatto Have 
(hall be feen from his maffer’s houle after nine o’clock at 
flight, except on his mailer or miiluri’cs bulincfs, or Hull be 
feen to hunt or carry a gun on the Lord’s day, he Hull be 
taken before a Jultice of the peace and whipped; but no¬ 
thing in the faid aft Hull be conllrued to prevent any negro 
or molatto (lave from going to church or meeting, and at¬ 
tending on divine (ervice or fronl burying their dead with 
their mailer or nddrclfcs confent. 

A law pafitd March (he fecoud, 1786. 

Seftion I, Inflifts a perjjilty of fifty pounds for bringing 
a Have into the Hate imported from Africa fince 1776. 

Seftion II, Inflifts a penalty of twenty pounds for bring¬ 
ing a Have into the flate though not imported (nice 1776. 

Seftion III, Exempts from the above penalty perfons 
coming into the Hate to fettle, and (hangers making a tem¬ 
porary (lay, provided the Haves they bring have nor. been 
imported fioni Africa fince the year 1776, which Haves are 
not to be fold in the Hate. 

Seftion IV, Gives fuch penalties to the ufe of the Hate. 

Seftion V, Authorizes the manumilTInn of found and ra¬ 
tional Haves between the ages of twenty *me and thirty-five 
years, by writing under hand and feat, under theinfpeftion 
of two Overfecrs of the poor and two Judiccs of the peace, 
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who are to certify the fame, and gives the form of fuch ce»- 
tificate, which (hall exempt the matter's eftate from main¬ 
taining the (lave fo freed if he or (he, at a future, time be¬ 
comes chargahlc, and orders the manumiflion and certilicate 
to he recorded in the office of the Clerk of the county. 

Section VI, Gives the (lave fo fet free, a legal fettlcment 
in the townffiip when in the matter nr miftreis had a fctile- 
ment when the (lave was thus emancipated, and any pofl'ef- 
fion, duty, employment or paying lax, (hall not give a fet¬ 
tle ment elfewhere. 

S'eflion VIII, Authorizes grand juries to take cognizance 
of inhuman treatment or abufe of (laves permitting the 
Court to fine the perpetrator, not exceeding five pounds for 
the firtt offence and ten pounds for the fccond, giving the 
penalty to the townffiip. 

Sedlion IX, Prohibits (laves freed in another ftate, from 
travelling ia this Rare, and inflifls a penalty of five pounds 
per week on any perfon concealing, employing or permit- 
ing fuch to live in their houfe or on their land, nor may a 
(lave freed in Jerfey, travel out of the townlliip or county 
wherein he was manumitted, without a certificate of his 
freedom, figned by two Juttircs and connterfigncd by the 
county Clerk under feal of the county Court. 

ji law pajfed November the IwcMy-Jislh, 1788. 

Seflion I, Forfeits the veffel, appurtenances and cargo, 
/if fitted out for the (lave trade. 

Setfion II, Gives of fuch forfeiture, | to the (late and J. 
to the profecutor. 

Seflion III, Infli<tts a penalty of fifty pounds on matters 
of veffels, feamcn or other perfons for attempting to refill, 
when about to be feized under this law. 

Scflion VI, Provides that no (lave that has refided one 
year lad pad in the ftate, (hall be removed out with a defign 
thereby of changing his or her place of abode if of full 
age, without the confent of fuch (lave, teftified on private 
examination before a Juftice of die peace, and if under the 
age of twenty-one years confent as abovefaid, together with 
the confent, alfo, of parents if fuch minor hath any, the 
Juftice to make a record of fuch confent and give fuch (lave 
a copy thereof, with the name, age, former place of abode, 
the reafon of fuch removal and the name of the place to 
which be or (he is about to goj and any perfon removing 
or aiding, or abetting the removal of a (lave contrary to 
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this aft, /hall forfeit and pay twenty pounds for every fuch 
offence, half the penalty to the profecutor and half to the 
poor. Hut this aft is not to be conftrncd to hinder a matter 
or midrefs who (hall remove to and retide in another (late, 
from taking his or her flave or (laves with him or her. 

Seftion V, Puts negro and molatto (laves or free perfons 
on the fame footing with regard to trials and punithments, 
in all criminal cafes with white people. 

Seftion VI, Obliges maders and miftreffes, to teach all 
negro and molatto ilaves and fervants to read, while under 
the age of twenty-one years, and for refufal or negleft, in* 
flifts a penalty of five pounds. 


Abjirafts of the exiting laws of Pcnnfylvania . 

Nopcrfon born in this date fince the fird of March, 1780, 
(hall be confidered as a flave or fervant for life. 

Negro or molatto children born of (laves are to ferve till 
the age of twenty eight years, and to be entitled to fimilar 
treatment and freedoms with white fervants. 

Slaves not duly rcgidcred before the fu ll of November, 
17S0, or in cafe of run -a ways or thole employed abroad as 
lcamen within five years after that date, arc to be confidered 
as free—The mafters to be liable to the Overfcers of the 
poor, where fuch negro or molatto lhall become chargablc, 
unlcfs regularly manumitted before the age of twenty-eight 
years. 

Trials of negroes and molattoes (hall be the fame as of 
other perfons — but the evidence of a (lave (hall not be ad¬ 
mitted againd a (iceman. 

When fentence of death is executed againd a flave, the 
mailer (hall be indemnified for the lofs. 

Slaves brought into this (late from other dates or nations, 
except the domcdic (laves of Members of Congrcfs, of fo¬ 
reign Miniders and Confuls, of perfons palling through or 
fojouming but not becoming rcfidcnts, and teamen in veffcls 
not belonging to any inhabitant of this date; awl (except 
in the cafe of Members of Congrcfs, foreign Miniders and 
Confuls) not retained in the date more than fix months, (hall 
be deemed free—but no (belter or relief from this aft dull 
he given to run-aways from flavery or fervitude. 
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No covenant of fervitude or apprenticefhip, (hall be valid 
for more than feven years, or if under twenty-one when 
bound, till the age of twenty-eight years. 

No negro or molatto (lave or fervant for a term of years, 
fliall he removed out of the (late for the purpofe of chang¬ 
ing refidcnce or otherwife fruflrating the good intention of 
thislftw, without the coufent, legally obtained, of fuch flave 
or fervant; nor fhall any perfon fell or difpofe of any fuch 
flave or fervant to any perfon out of the (late—penalty fe- 
Venty-fiye pounds. 

Children born of (laves, to be duly regittered within fi< 
months after birth—otherwife the matter to lofe all right tq 
the fervice of fuch children. 

No vclfel (hall be fitted out from any port in this (late, for 
the purpofe of carrying on a trade or traffic in (laves, under 
the penaltv of forfeiting (aid veffel; and every perfon con¬ 
cerned in thus fitting out, aiding or abetting, lhall pay a 
penalty of one thoufnnd pounds. 

Hufband and wife, parent and child, in a (late of flavery 
or fervitude for a term of years, (hall not be feparated *c a 
greater didance than ten miles, for the purpofe of changing 
the place of abode, without the coufent of fuch hufband or 
wife legally obtained; or, in the cafe of a child, that it bq 
above the age ot four years—penalty fifty pounds. 

For kidnapping, or by fraud, force or violence, carrying 
away any negro or molatto out of this (late, a penalty of one 
hundred pounds, and confinement to hard labor from fix 
to twelve months. 


By the exijling laws of Maryland , 

Slaves imported or brought into the (late either for fale 
or to refide, ceafe to be the property of the perfon import¬ 
ing or bringing them in and become free, except fuch per¬ 
fon be a citizen of the United States, coming with a bona 
fide intention to refide and bring fuch perfons with him as 
his property, on his removal or within a year after, fuch 
(laves or their mother having been previoufiy refident for 
three years in fomc of the United States. 
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A citizen of this (late, owning land and flave9 employed 
thereon in an adjoining ftate, may bring them in for hi? own 
ufe but not for l'ale; provided fuch ilavcs or their anrellors 
were refident in fuch adjoining ftate before the twcntv-firlb 
of April, 1783, and a lift of fuch flaves be filed with the 
Clerk of the county within three months in the form pre¬ 
scribed by law. This privilege is all'o granted to a citizen 
of another ftate owning land in this ftate, to citizens of this, 
acquiring property in Haves in another ftate, and to citizens 
of another ftate acquiring property in them in this ftate by 
marriage, bequeft, diftribution or as guardians, who may 
rcfpeflivdy bring in or carry out fuch flaves. 

A negro or other fiave carried out of the ftate by an 
executor, adminiftrator or guardian, may be brought in 
again by the owner or proprietor. 

No perfon can difpol'e of (laves imported or brought in, 
or their incrcai'e, unleis he fhali have been relident in the 
ftate for three years preceding fuch laic, except by laft will 
and teftament, or for the payment of bona tide debts, or in 
cafe of inteftacy. 

Citizens of France fccking an afylum in this ftate and 
becoming refident therein, may hold their (iaves; provided ' 
that thofe of a mailer of a family do not exceed live, and 
thofe of a fingle man three in number, and that a lift of them 
be recorded with the Clerk of the county. They arc not per¬ 
mitted to fell them in the ftate, and it a greater number than 
the law permits are brought in, they mull be re-lhippcd 
within a year or they become free. 

Pcrfons brought into this ftate from any of the United 
States, and bound to fervice for a term of years by the laws 
of the ftate from which they are brought, lhallfervc no lou* 
ger than fuch laws oblige them. 

Any perfon forcibly or fraudulently tranfporting or car¬ 
rying out of the ftate or bringing therein any free negro or 
molatto, knowing them to be tree or entitled to Ireedom at 
a certain age, and felling them for life or for a longer terra 
than they arc bound to lerve by law, forfeits eight hundred 
dollars for every fuch offence, and in eafe of inability to pay, 
is to bi adjudged to labor on the public roads for a period 
tiot exceeding five years. 

Healthy flaves may be manumitted by writing under hand 
and feal, executed in prefence of two witneffes or by laft will 
and teftament, provided fuch flaves be under forty-five years 
of a^e and it be not in prejudice of creditors. Such mantu 
million mull be recorded, and a copy of the record is ror 
ceived as good evidence. . /14 - 
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No petitions Tor freedom arc to originate in the General 
Court, but mud be preferred in the Court of the county 
where the petitioner refidcs, and at the inftance of either 
party, a trial by jury may be had, upon which, either may 
challenge peremptorily, twelve jurors: no appeal is atlow. 
ed from the judgment of fuch Court, except on matter* of 
law. 

The attorney of any petitioner for freedom, is liable for 
all cods in cafe of the difmilfal of the petition, unlefs the 
Court under all the circumllances arc of opinion that there 
were probable grounds, and no new petition can be ptefer- 
red until the cods of a former arc paid. 

Any perfon convicted of giving a pafs to a (lave or fer- 
▼ant or adilling by advice or donation or loan the tranfport- 
ing of any fuch (lave or fervant, or by other unlawful means 
depriving the owner of their fcrvice, is to be fined not exceed¬ 
ing two hundred dollars. 

Stealing of negroes or other (laves is punched with death. 

A free negro giving or felling a certificate of his freedom 
to a (lave in order that he may perfonate the grantee of fuch 
certificate and thereby obtain his freedom, forfeits a fum 
not exceeding three hundred dollars, and upon non payment 
may be fold for a term not exceeding feven years. 

Free negroes are not permitted to give evidence againft 
a » bite perfon nor in favor of a (lave petitioning for freedom; 
neither can they vote at elections or be eledted or appointed 
to any office of profit or trull. 

A (lave giving falfc teftimony againfl another (lave (hall 
have one car cut off on the day of conviction and receive 
thirty-nine laities, and on the following day (hall have the 
other ear cut oiF and the fame number of lalhes repeated. 

No perfon is to join in marriage any negro or molatto 
(lave with a white perfon under penalty of five thoufand 
pounds of tobacco. 

Free negroes or molattoes intermarrying with whites are 
liable to become (laves for life except molattoes born of 
white women who become fervants for feven years. 

A white woman having a child by a negro or other (lave 
becomes (if free) a fervant for feven years, and if a fervant 
is obliged to ferve feven years after her prefent term ex¬ 
pires; the fame penalty is to be inflicted on a free negro 
having a child by a negro woman who is a (lave, on a mol- 
latto woman having a baftard child by a flave, on a free 


A bolition Societies/148 



( ss ) 

negro woman having a battard child by a white man and 
on a white man begetting a badard child on a negro woman 
whether the is a (lave or free. 

The bnptifm of negroes or molattoes is declared not to 
give any right to freedom. 

Matters permitting their (laves to go about begging may 
be held under recognizance by the coanty Courts* 

The owner of any negro or other (lave who (ball fufFer 
furh (lave to keep hnrfes or to ra : fe cattle or hogs as his 
proper right, forfeits five hundred pounds of tobacco and 
fuch horfes, &c. are alio forfeited. 

A perfon permitting his (lave to go at large or to hire 
himfelf, and the perfon hiring or contracting with any fuch 
Have, forfeits five pounds per month, except ten days at 
haiveft or in cafe the (lave is a pilot. 

Anv perfon entertaining a runaway fcrvant or (lave, for* 
feirs five hundred pounds of tobacco for every twenty-four 
hours, and if a free negro or mulatto harbours any fuch 
fervant or Have he forfeits one thoufand pounds of tobacco? 
If he he unable to pay, the Jutticcs may immediately order 
fatisfaflion by fervitude or otberwife. 

Negroes meeting together from home without licence 
from their owners or overfeers on thefabbath or other holy 
day may be whipped by the conftable not exceeding thirty* 
nine ladies, and any negro of the owner of the place where 
fuch meeting may be, refufmg to aflid the condable (hall 
^ceive thirtv-nine ladies. Any perfon encouraging the 
meeting of (laves except on lawful occafions, forfeits one 
thoufand pounds of tobacco. 

Any drange negTO coming on a plantation not his matter's 
and not on his matter's lawful occafions, being ordered to 
go home and refufmg or delaying fo to do, may be whipped 
by order of the owner of fuch plantation not exceeding thir¬ 
ty-nine ladies. 

Slaves felling liquor or keeping entertainment at any 
muder-ground, borfe-race, &c. without the order or per- 
midion of their owners arc liable to be punidied at the difere-- 
tionof a Judiceof the peace not exceeding twenty dripes. 

A free negro or molatto living idle without any vidble 
means of maintenance, may be apprehended and obliged 
to gfvrfecority for his good behaviour in a fum not exceed¬ 
ing thirty dollars, and in default thereof, may be ordered 
by the Judice to leave the date within fire days, and if he 
(hall refufe to comply or (hall return within ftx months, he 
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may be committed, and if he does not difeharge the prii'm 
fees within twenty days, may be Ibid by the Sheriff for a 
term not exceeding fix months. 

Negroes and othe» (laves running into the woods from 
their mailers’ fervice, and deftroying cattle, &.c. upon reltu 
fal to furrender themfelves or making reliilance againll pet> 
Ions legally empowered, may be killed and dellroyed. 

If any Have is killed in refilling any officer or other per- 
fon endeavouring to apprehend him fnch officer or other per- 
fun is indemnified from any profccution. 

A negro or other flavc III iking a white perfon is to have 
one of his ears cropt. 

It is lawful for the Jnfliccs of the county Court, to punilh 
(laves convifted of going abroad in the night, or riding 
hor'ins in thr day time without leave, by cropping, branding 
in the rheek with the letter R. or otherwiie, not extending 
to life or to render them unfit for labour. 

Any (lave attempting or confpiring to raife an infurreflion 
or to murder any perfon, or to commit a rape upon a white 
woman, or to hum any dwelling-houfe or out-bottle v herein 
there are perfons nr goods, is punilhed with death without 
benefit of Clergy, unlefs the Judges, in their diferetion, 
think proper to fubllitute labor on the public roads for a pe¬ 
riod not exceeding fourteen years. 

Any negro or other (lave, convitHed by his own confeffion 
orverditfof Jury of pettit trealon, murder or arfrn, is to 
have his right hand cut off, to he hanged in the ufual man¬ 
ner, to have his head fevered fiotn his body, tne body di¬ 
vided into four quarters, and his head and quarters fet up in 
the moll public places of the county. 

The full value of an executed llave is adjudged by the 
Court and paid to the owner. 

A negro or molatto, guilty of pilfering or rther crime 
or mifdemeanor, cognizable by the county Court, may upon 
full proof before a Jullice of the peace, be ordered to be 
whipped not exceeding fort y lafiies. 

No negro or other Have is permitted to carry a gun or 
other offenftve weapon from his mallei’s land without 
licence, and any one offending therein may be whipped. 
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Ahftrafls of the laws of Virginia rcfpefling flnvcry* 

Free negroes and molattr.es are by the conflitutinn ex¬ 
cluded from the right of fuffrage, and of confequcncc from 
nflicc too. 

All negroes or molattocs, except fitch as are houfe keep¬ 
ers or rcfidc upon the frontiers, are prohibited from keeping 
or carrying any gun, powder, (hot, club or other weapon, 
offenfive or defenlive. 

Lifting the hand in oppofition to a white perfon in any 
cafe, except a wanton affault on the negro or molatto, is 
punilhablc by whipping. 

No negro or mr.latto can be a tvitnefs in any profecution 
or civil fuit in which a white perfon is a party. 

Emancipated negroes may be fold to pay the debts of 
their former mailer, contracted before their emancipation, 
and they may be hired out to fatisfy their taxes where no 
fufficicnt dillrefs can be had—their children are to be bound 
out apprentice by the overfeers of the poor. 

Free negroes have all the advantages in capital cafes 
which white men are entitled to, except a trial by a Jury of 
their own completion: and a fiavc fuing for his freedom 
fhall have the fame privilege. 

Free negroes refiding or employed to labour in any town 
mull be regifiered; the fame thing is required of fuch as go 
at large in any county. The penalty in both cafes is a fine 
upon the perfon employing or harbouring them, and im- 
prifonment of the negro. 

The migration of free negroes or molattocs to this flate 
prohibited, and thofe who do migrate to it, may be fent back 
to the place from w hence they came. 

Any perfon having one-fourth negro blood in him is 
deemed a molatto. 

No diftinftion made between negroes and inolattoes, 
whether (laves or freemen. 

Importation of fiaves either by land or water prohibited— 
flaves brought into the (late and kept therein one whole year 
or fo long at different times as (hall amount to a year, to 
be free—every perfon importing (laves, fubjeCl to a fine of 
two hundred dollars for each (lave imported—the feller or 
buyer to pay a fine of one hundred dollars. 
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No perfon* to be Haves, except fuch as were fo on die 
•feventeenth of October, 1785, and the defendants of the 
females of them. 

_ Any Jufticc of the peace having notice of the importa¬ 
tion of any Haves direftly or indireflly from any part of 
Africa or the Weft-Indies, to caufe fuch Haves to be appre¬ 
hended and tranfported out of the commonwealth. 

Slaves not to go abroad without leave in writing from 
their mafters, and if they do, may be whipped—any per- 
fon fuffering a Have to remain on his plantation for lour 
hours together, or dealing with him without leave in writ¬ 
ing from his mafter, is fubje£k to a fine—a nin-away Have 
may be apprehended and committed to jail, and if not 
claimed within three months (being fir ft advertifed,) he (hall 
be hired out, having an iron collar firft put about his neck— 
and if not claimed within a year, may be fold. 

Riots, rout«, unlawful aflemblies, trefpaffes and feditious 
fpeeches by Haves, are punilhable with liripes at the diferc- 
tion of a Juftice of the peace. 

The mafter of a Have permitting him to go at large and 
trade as a free man, is lubjedl to a fine; and if he luffers 
the Have to hire himfclf out, fuch Have may be fold, and 
twenty-five per cent, of the price be applied to the ufc of 
the county. 

Slaves not permitted to intermarry with any white perfon, 
yet no punifhmcnt is annexed to the offence in the Have, nor 
is the marriage void; but the white perfon contracting the 
marriage and the Clergyman by whom it is celebrated, are 
liable to fine and impnlonment. 

Slaves not admitted to the benefit of tiial by Jury—Juf- 
tices of every county or corporation, conftituted Juftices of 
Oyer and Terminer for the trial of Haves charged with trea- 
(on or felony—requires five Juftices at leaft to conftitute a 
Court, and unanimity in the Court for his condemnation- 
allowed council to be paid by his owner—may objeift to the 
proceedings—thirty days allowed before execution, except 
in cafes of confpiracy, infurreftion or rebellion. 

To attempt the chaftity of a white woman forcibly, is 
punilhable by difmemberment. 

When any perfon conceives himfclf illegally detained as 
a Have, to make application to a Magiftrate or to the Court 
of the diftriift, county or corporation where he or (he may 
refide and not elfewhere—petition for freedom to recite ma¬ 
terial fafU, and the Court is to appoint council who (hall 
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report hi* opinion thereon before procefs (hall tflue—penalty 
on any perfon for advifing, aiding or aflifting a negro in the 
recovery of his freedom, in cafe he does not faceted therein, 
one hundred dollars, and be farther liable to the matter in 
an a&ion for damages. 

Widow’s dower in (laves fared to her, although emanci¬ 
pated by the hufaand’s will, in cafe there is not property 
fufficicnt befides to amount to one-third part of his eftate— 
where part of the (laves only are emancipated, the widow’s 
part to be taken out of thole not fet free. 

Hu (band cannot emancipate his (laves by will foastode. 
prive his widow of her dower therein, if his other eftate be 
not of value fufficient to compenfate her for onc-third pan 
of the whole eftate. 

Selling of any free perfon for a (lave, knowing fact perfen 
to be free, punifhable with death. 
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MINUTES 

or TUB 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE FIFTH 

Convention of Delegates. 


June JirJl , 1798. 


In conformity to the recommendation of 
the Convention of laft year, a number of 
Rcprefentativcs from the different Abolition 
Societies, eftablifhed in various parts of the 
United States, convened this day in the City- 
hall, in the city of Philadelphia, when, from 
credentials produced, it appeared that the fol¬ 
lowing perfons were duly appointed delegates, 
viz. 


Theodore Fofter, 
Thomas Tiilinghaft, 
Jofeph Bloomfield, 
Richard Hartfhorne, 
William Cox, junior, 
Jofeph Sloane, 
Clement Hall, 


I From Providence, 
New-Jcrfcy. 
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Benjamin Rufh, 

Cufpar Wi-ftar, junior, 

‘William Rawle, . 

James Todd, ^From Pcnnfylvan'ta. 

Thomas P. Cope, 

Walter Franklin, 

James Milnor, 

Tariton W. Pieafamt, j Frm xxcbmnd. 
Jofeph Anthony, J 

Of whom the following appeared and took 
their feats, viz. 

Theodore Foftcr, Walter Franklin, 

Thomas Tillinghaft, James Milnor, 

Jofcph Bloomfield, Tarlton W. Pleafants, 
William Rawle, James Todd, 

Thomas P. Cepe, Benjamin Rufh. 

The Convention proceeded to the cle&ion 
of a Prefident, when, on counting the ballotB, 
it appeared, that Jofeph Bloomfield was duly 
elected. 


Timothy Paxfon, wa3 appointed Secretary* 
and Jofeph Fry, Door-keeper. 

Communications from Providence, Penn* 
fylvania and Richmond Societies were read, 
and 


Ordered to lie on the table. 

A letter dated June ift. 1798, from the 
Secretary of the Treafury of the United States, 
to the Prefident of the Convention, refpefting 
the communication addrefTcd to him in be¬ 
half of the laft Convention, was read, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

Adjourned till Monday, 5 o’clock, P. M. 
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Junefourth , 1798. 

Prcfent: 

Jofeph Bloomfield, Tarlton W. Pleafants, 

Theodore Folter, Richard Hartlhorne, 

Thomas P. Cope, James Todd, 

"Walter Franklin, Benjamin Rulh, 

James Milnor, Cafpar Wiftar, junior. 

Edward Miller, Valentine Seaman and Sa¬ 
muel Boyd, from the Abolition Society of 
New-York, and Cscfar A. Rodney from the 
Abolition Society of Wilmington, attended 
and produced credentials, from which it ap¬ 
peared, that Samuel Latham Mitchel, Thomas 
Eddy, Edward Miller, Valentine Seaman and 
Samuel Boyd were duly appointed delegates 
from the former, and Caefar A. Rodney and 
James A. Bayard, from the latter Society. 

Communications from the New-York,New- 
Jerfey and Alexandria Societies wdre read, 
and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

From the laft mentioned communication it 
appeared, that Samuel Stanfbury was duly ap¬ 
pointed a delegate from the Abolition Society 
of Alexandria. 

A communication from William Cox, ju¬ 
nior, addreflfed to the Prefident* apologizing 
for his abfence, was read and deemed fatis- 
fattory. 

On motion, 

Refolved, That Theodore Fofter, Edward 
Miller, Richard Hartlhorne, James Milnor, 
Thomas P. Cope, Caefar A. Rodney and 
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Tarlton W. Pleafants, be a committee to take 
into confideration the communications from 
the feveral abolition focieties, and report the 
meafures ncceflary to be adopted in purfuance 
thereof, as well as filch other objedh as may 
to them appear proper for the attention of the 
Convention. 

A letter from the Secretary of State of the 
United States, addrclfed to the Prefident of the 
Convention, was read, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, 

Refolved, That any Member of a Society, 
eftablithed for the abolition of flavery, be per¬ 
mitted to attend the proceedings of this Con¬ 
vention, being introduced by a member there¬ 
of. 

On motion, 

Refolved, That the letters from the Secre¬ 
tary of State and the Secretary of the Trea- 
fury, be referred to the committee on the 
communications from the feveral focieties. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 5 o’clock, P. M. 


June fifth, 1798. 
Prefent: 


Jofeph Bloomfield, Prefident. 


Theodore Fofter, 
Thomas Tillinghaft, 
Richard Hartfhorne, 
Edward Miller, 


Cafpar Wiftar, junior, 
James Todd, 

Thomas P. Cope, 
Walter Franklin, 
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Valentine Seaman, James Milnor, 

Samuel Boyd, Cnefar A. Rodney, 

Benjamin Ruih, Tarlton W. PleaiantSr 

The committee appointed to take into con- 
fidcration, the communications from the feve- 
ral Abolition Societies, and fo fuggeft fuch 
other objedts as might be thought proper to 
engage the notice of the Convention, made 
report, which, having been twice read, was, 
with fome amendments, adopted, as follows. 

The committee to whom were referred, the 
feveral communications made to the Conven¬ 
tion, and who were directed to confider and 
arrange the obje&s proper for the attention of 
the Convention, report, 

That they have duly confidered the reports 
transmitted to this Convention, from the fe¬ 
veral Societies, and are much gratified to ob- 
ferve the perfevering attention they exhibit to 
the objects for which they were originally in- 
ftituted, and particularly to the recommen¬ 
dations of former Conventions. And although 
the reports received are not fo numerous as 
is defirahle, and do not comprehend all the 
objedts recommended; yet the followingffiort 
review of them will be fufficient to prove, that 
a laudable degree of diligence has been ex¬ 
erted by feveral focieties. 

Rbodc-lJlauJ. 

In purfuance of the injunctions of the laft 
Convention, the Society of Providence have 
tranfmitted their conftitution, the number of 
Members, a lift of officers, and the exifting 
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laws of the ftate of Rhode-Iftand, concerning 
flavery. They reprefent the condition of the 
people of color to be eligible, and progref- 
fivety improving; they ftate their fuccefs in 
refeuing a conflderable number of perfons 
from illegal fervitude, blit they have not pre- 
ferved any regular reports of trials and adju¬ 
dications in thefe cafes. Some attention has 
been paid to the education of people of color, 
but this objed has not been purfued fo far as 
could be wilhed. Occafional difeourfes on 
the fubjedt of flavery and the flavc-trade, have 
been delivered, but no regifter of manumif- 
fions has been regularly kept. 

Ncu'-York, 

This Society have made fucccfsful exertions 
to emancipate perfons illegally held in bond¬ 
age. The fchool for the inftrudtion of blacks 
and other people of color, as well as their 
children, is ftill continued in an advantageous 
manner, and feems likely to extend its ul'eful- 
nefs much further. They ftate that a number 
of benevolent perfons in Queen’s county on 
Long-Ifland have raifed a fund for the educa¬ 
tion of children of color in the fame fchool 
with white children, which, they conceive, 
has produced great benefit to the community. 
A bill for the gradual abolition of flavery, 
after pafling the Houfe of Affembly, was un¬ 
fortunately loft in the Senate ; but the difeuf- 
fion thereby produced is prefumed to have 
done great fervice, in diflipating prejudices 
and preparing the public mind for a different 
decUion on fomc future occafion. Doubts 
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concerning the manumifiion of a particular 
clafs of people of color, formerly liberated 
by certain individuals of the fociety of Friends, 
arc now removed hy an aft of the Legiflature 
for that purpofe. The fociety have alfo fur- 
nilhed a lift of their prefent officers, and of 
the members elefted ftnee their laft report. 

New-Jcrfty. 

Since the laft meeting of the Convention, 
the Legifiature of this ftate have palled an aft 
in fome degree ameliorating the condition of 
the blacks, and other people of color, a copy of 
which is annexed to the prefent report off the 
Society. A lift of their officers for the prefent 
year, is included. In the city of Burlington, ex¬ 
ertions have been made by public fpirited in¬ 
dividuals to extend the benefit of inftruftion 
to blacks and other perfons of color, and gene¬ 
rally with great fucccfs, as will more fully ap¬ 
pear by recurring to a report to the Society from 
their (landing committee. An emancipating 
claufe in the aft of the Legifiature abovemen- 
tioned was loft in the Koufc of AlFembly, 
only by one voice. No orations on the fub- 
jeft of flavery have been attempted in this 
ftate, being thought unpopular in Eaft Jcrfey, 
and unneceflary in Weft Jerfey. 

Pennfylvania . 

This Society have tranftnitted a lift of their 
officers, and of members clefted fince the laft 
convention. They have been unable to pro¬ 
cure any reports of adjudged cafes relative to 
Macks and other people of color, of fuflicicnt 
importance to be Said before the Convention 
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It is intended to erc& a commodious building 
for a fchool, if their funds fhould prove fuffi- 
cicnt. 

Virginia. 

The Society of Alexandria (late that many 
cf their profecutions for the recovery of the 
freedom of blacks and other perfons of color, 
have been favorably terminated, and that coin 
fiderable progrefs has been made in the educ¬ 
ation of thofc people, as well as in many other 
obje&s of their inftitution. 

The fociety of Richmond report, that they 
have fucceeded in a number of fuits inftituted 
for the relief of perfons illegally detained in 
fervitude; and that they contemplate the efta- 
blilhment of a fchool for the inftruflion of 
blacks and other people of color, but are ap- 
prehenfive that their funds will be fcarcely 
fufficient for this purpofe. 

In order to promote the obje&s of the Con¬ 
vention, the committee conceive it would be 
proper again to addrefs the feveral focieties, 
and to recommend a more pun&ual attention 
to the bufinefs of appointing and fending for¬ 
ward Members to attend the next meeting in 
this city. From a variety of caufes, feveral 
matters enjoined by former Conventions re¬ 
main either partially or totally unexecuted; 
and thereby many important advantages arc 
fufpended or entirely fraftrated. As a remedy 
for this delinquency, the committee advife a 
renewal of many former injun&ions, and a 
prefling requeft that greater attention be here¬ 
after given to them. The utility arifing from 
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the addreffes of former Conventions to the 
blacks and other people of color is generally ad¬ 
mitted to have been great and extenfive; and 
as ample room for the operation of this benefit 
is flili prefumed to cxift, it may be advifablc, 
to order a republication of one or more of thefc 
addreffes, for the purpofe of again attempting 
to circulate them as far as poffible. 

The fituation of public affairs, in the opi¬ 
nion of the committee, renders the prefent time 
unfuitable for the adoption of any new mea- 
fures of importance. In many of the United 
States a peculiar degree of caution in the ma¬ 
nagement of this bufinefs becomes neccffary; 
and on this ground it is deemed more prudent 
to perfevere in the fleps which have already 
been fo judicioufly taken, than to attempt, at 
this juncture, any material variation or exten- 
fion of them. 

The committee do not think it advifable at 
prefent to take any further meafures. on the 
fubje& of the letters heretofore addrefTed by 
the Convention to the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of the Treafury of the United 
States. 

On behalf of the committee , 

Theodore Foster, Chairman . 

On motion, 

Refolved, That Edward Miller, James 
Todd and Tarlton W. Plcafants, be a com¬ 
mittee to prepare and report an addrefs to the 
fevcral Abolition Societies, conformably to 
the recommendations of the above report. 
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Information being received by the Conven¬ 
tion, that a number of veflels are employed 
by citizens of the United States in the African 
Have-trade; 

Ordered, That Walter Franklin, Valentine 
Seaman and Richard Hartfhorne be a com¬ 
mittee to make enquiry on the fubjeft and 
report thereon. 

The Convention proceeded to the confidc- 
ration of the following paragraph, of the 
addrefs from the Richmond Society, viz. 

44 There appears to be an extenfive field 
“ open in this Rate for labor, and the funds 
“ of the Society are too fmall and infuflici- 
44 ent to accomplifh, in a proper manner, the 
44 purpofes of their Inflitution, either for 
41 the relief of numbers of unfortunate peo- 
“ pie, illegally detained in bondage, or in a 
“ more general way to afford fuitable inftruc- 
44 tion to the young blacks who have been 
“liberated: we have, therefore, been indu- 
44 ced to believe, and fubmit to your confidc- 
44 ration, whether it would not be advifeable, 
44 under fuch circumflances, to make fome 
44 regulations whereby thofe Societies, which 
44 are compofed of numerous members, and 
44 full handed, in places where few fuifering 
44 cafes may require affidancc, may have it 
44 in their power, in a regular manner, to 
44 help the weak, and contribute, in a more 
44 general and extenfive degree, to the pro- 
44 motion of thofe important objefts; for this 
44 purpofe we are free to propofe for your 
44 confideration, the propriety of recommen- 
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w ding the raifing a general fund, to be made 
“ up by the Abolition Societies, and to be 
“ under the direction of the Convention, and 
“ to be applied, from time to time, as they 
“ may fee caufe.” 

A confiderahle portion of time having been 
occupied in deliberating thereon, the follow¬ 
ing refolution was offered, viz. 

Rcfolvcd, That this Convention are of opi¬ 
nio!), that it is inexpedient, to adopt any 
meafures on the foregoing fubjeft. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Delegates from the New-York Society 
prefented to the Convention, for the life of 
the members, thirty copies of a difeourfe on 
the fubject of flavery, delivered April 12th. 
1 797 > before faid fociety, by Samuel Miller, 
one of the members thereof; and the like 
number of copies of another difeourfe, on the 
fame fubjedt, by E. H. Smith, a member of 
the Society, delivered April nth. 1798. 

Ordered, That two copies of the faid dif- 
courfcs be delivered to each of the attending 
members of the Convention, one to the Se¬ 
cretary, and the remainder to the Prefident of 
of the Pennfylvania Abolition Society. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 5 o’clock* P. M. 
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June Jixlhy 179S. 

Prefent: 

Jofcph Bloomfield, Prcfident, 
Theodore Foftcr, Cafpar Wiftar, junior, 
Thomas Tillinghaft, James Todu, 

Richard Hartihorne, Thomas P. Cope, 
Edward Milicr, Walter Franklin, 
Valentine Seaman, James Mil nor, 

Samuel Boyd, CxTar A. Rodney, 

Jofcph Sloane, Tarlton W. Pleafants. 

Benjamin Rufh, 

The refolution 'yefterday laid on the table, 
refpeding the propofition from the Richmond 
Society, was again taken up, and adopted. 

The committee appointed to enquire re¬ 
fpeding the information given at the laft 
meeting, on the fubjed of a circuitous traffic 
in fiaves, carried on by citizens of the United 
States, made report, as follows, 

The committee appointed to enquire, ref¬ 
peding the information received by the Con¬ 
vention, of a number of veficls employed 
by citizens of the United States, in the (lave 
trade, beg leave to report, 

“ That the refult of their enquiry has bten, 
M a convidio'n on their minds, that a trade 
“ ot this kind is carried on in the following 
“ manner—VefTels are fitted out with cargoes 
“ for one of the Weft-India Iflands; parts of 
“ which cargoes are there difpofed of, and 
** with the proceeds, (laves are purchafed and 
#< wried to other of the Weft-India Iflands 
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u and fold. Other vcffels are loaded with ruin 
“ for fomc place in Africa, where, we have 
u ft long reaion to believe, though no official 
“ proof, that (laves are purchaled, Cranfported 
4t to the Weft-Indies, and fold.** 

Richard IIartshorne, 
Valentine Seaman, 
Walter Franklin. 

June 6th. 1798. 

Whereupon, 

Refolved, That it be recommended to the 
fcveral Abolition Societies in the United 
States, to make particular enquiry on this 
fubjeft, and report to the enfuing Conven¬ 
tion. 

In confequence of information furniffied 
by a delegate from the Richmond Society, 

Refolved, As the opinion of this Conven¬ 
tion, that it is confident with good policy, 
to admit (lave holders into any of the Societies, 
where it ft>all appear, that the candidates are 
really attached to the caufe of abolition. 

The committee appointed to prepare an 
addrefs to the feveral Abolition Societies in 
the United States, produced one, which hav¬ 
ing been twice read, and amended, was 
adopted as follows, viz. 

To the ' Society for promoting the 

Abolition of Slavery , Itfc. 

THE Convention of delegates from the 
Abolition Societies eftabiiffied in different 
parts of the United States, affemblcd at Thi- 
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iadelphia, congratulate their condiments on 
the general progrefs of their obje&s fincc laft 
meeting, and on the union of l'entiment, and 
harmony of deliberation, which has prevail¬ 
ed in all their proceedings. 

The aflembling in Convention, at proper 
intervals, lias produced fo many advantages 
in combining the views and operations of the 
friends of emancipation throughout the Uni¬ 
ted States, that we are perfuaded you will 
unite with us in opinion, that it is expedient 
that another Convention of delegates from the 
fcveral Abolition Societies, be held in .this city 
on the firft Wcdncfday of June, in the year 
one thoufand eight hundred. 

The alteration in the period of meeting 
we have adopted under a conlidcration of the 
peculiar fituation of our country, and the 
date of the objects which have hitherto oc¬ 
cupied our attention; but, we carncftly re- 
queft, that a general reprefentation, and a 
pun&ual attendance, may take place at the 
time recommended. 

Although, from the reports of fuch of the 
Societies as have fent delegates to this Con¬ 
vention, we have obferved, with encourage¬ 
ment and pleafure, the perfcverancc that is 
ufed, and the progrefs that is made, in the 
great work for which we have afiociated; 
yet, we cannot help noticing, with regret, 
the abfcnce of many of our members, and 
the total omiflion of feveral of the Societies 
to appoint Reprefcntatives, or to comply 
with the requeft of the laft Convention, that, 
where it w as not agreed to fend delegates, 
fuch determination and the caufe of it might 
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be reported to the Convention In writing. 
To thofe focieties, therefore, which have fail¬ 
ed in this refpeft, we are induced earneftly to 
repeat the requeft, and to urge their particu¬ 
lar attention thereto. 

By fome of the Societies the general rc- 
quifitions of former Conventions have not 
yet been anfwered or complied with, and by 
others only in part. An . accurate table of 
thefe requilltions, and the manner, in which 
each Society had complied with them, was 
made out by the la It Convention and for¬ 
warded to the different Abolition Societies. 
By a reference thereto, and to the report of 
the committee of this Convention, to whom 
the feveral communications were referred, 
which is included in the copy of our pro¬ 
ceedings herewith tranfmitted to you, you 
will obferve what yet remains to be done; 
and we hope you will be able to make com¬ 
plete returns to the fucceeding Convention, 
together with fuch other information as may 
appear to you to be ufeful towards the impor¬ 
tant purpofe of forming a hi dory of the 
progrefs and date of flavery in the United 
States. 

Too much cannot be faid on the neceflity 
of a conftant attention to the fubjed of edu¬ 
cation. To prepare the minds of our unfor¬ 
tunate African brethren for that condition of 
freedom and rank in fociety to which they 
mull, fooner or later, arrive^—to dUTeminate 
among them ufeful inftruSion on moral and 
religious fubje&s, and to ufe our utmoft en¬ 
deavours to have fchools eftabliflied, for the 
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purpoic of teaching them to read and write, 
ought, we conceive, to be the primary objeCt 
of all the Abolition Societies. We alfo think 
it of importance, at this particular period, to 
imprefs upon the minds of thole who are in 
bondage, the propriety of a quiet fubmitfion 
to the injunctions of their mailers, alluring 
them that by fuch conduit they will be likely 
to experience not only the advantages of 
better treatment in their prefent lituation, but 
alfo caul'e, perhaps, even their poffeffors to 
perceive the injufticc that is attached io the 
principles of flavery. 

Firmly perfuaded that ccnfiderablc benefit 
lias already refultcd from inculcating friendly 
advice to this oppreffed people, and believing 
that the fentimcntR contained in the addrefs 
of the former Conventions to the free blacks 
and other people of color in the United States 
cannot be too frequently repeated and enforced, 
we reepmmend to the eonfideration of the 
Societies, the propriety of a republication of 
thofe addreffes by each fociety, and fuch 
communication and diftribution thereof as 
may be bed calculated to promote a beneficial 
effeCt. 

The Convention having been informed, 
that vcffcls are fitted out with cargoes for cer¬ 
tain of the Weft India Iflands, parts of which 
cargoes arc their difpofed of, and, with the 
proceeds, Haves are purchafed and carried to 
otTier of the faid Iflands, and fold; alfo that 
other veffels are loaded with rum, for certain 
ports in Africa, with the proceeds of which, 
we have reafon to believe, the natives are 
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purchafed and afterwards conveyed and fold as 
{laves in the Weft Indies. We recommend a 
ftrid enquiry to be made into the conduct of 
perfons thus offending againft the didates of 
humanity and the honor and intereft of our 
country, that proper meafures, to punifti and 
prevent luch nefarious and disgraceful practi¬ 
ces, may be adopted. 

We have thought it expedient to confine 
our attention, at prefent, principally to carry¬ 
ing into efied the meafures heretofore advil'ed. 
Let us, however, whilft prudent and cautious, 
continue to be firm and fincere. Let us em¬ 
brace every opportunity which may offer for 
ameliorating the condition of flaves fo far as 
the laws, under which we feverally ad, will 
permit us to proceed. Let us do nothing 
which may juftly draw forth the cenfure of 
our country, but ad, in all things, with that 
moderation and propriety which have hereto¬ 
fore diftinguilhed the Abolition Societies. 

We confidently truft, that when the ftorms, 
by which the world is at prefent agitated, 
ftiall have fubfided, the light of truth will 
break through the dark gloom of oppreffon— 
cruelty and injuftice will not only hear, but 
obey, the voice of reafon and religion; and 
in thefe United States the pradice of the 
people will be conformable to their declara¬ 
tion—“ That all men are born equally free, 
and have an unalienable right to Liberty,” 
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Refolved, That one thoufand five hundred 
copies of the proceedings of this Convention 
be printed and diftributed among the feveral 
Abolition Societies; and that James Todd, 
Walter Franklin, James Milnor and Thomas 
P. Cope; be a committee to fuperintend the 
publication and diftribution thereof. 

Refolved, That the Prefident and Secretary 
atteft, with their fignatures, copies of the ad- 
drefs of this Convention, and that one copy 
be tranfmitted, by the lafl named committee, 
to each Abolition Society. 

Refolved, That the fame Committee have 
the minutes of this Convention fairly copied 
in the book provided for that purpofe; and 
that they give three months notice, to each 
of the Societies, of the meeting of the next 
Convention. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this Conven¬ 
tion be prefented, by the fame committee, to 
the Prefident of the Common Council for 
the ufe of their chamber. 

Adjourned, fine die . 

Publijbed by order of the Convention 9 

TIMOTHY PAXSON Secretary. 
Philadelphia , Afuy vpk 1797. 
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MINUTES 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE FIFTH 

Convention of Delegates. 


Philadelphia , 

June 4 ih. 1800, 10 o'clock , A. M. 

SEVERAL delegates from Abolition Societies, 
eftabliflied in various parts of the United States, 
aflembled this day in the City Hall, in purfuance 
of the recommendation of the Convention of 1798, 
when, from the credentials produced, it appeared 
that the following perfons were appointed to repre* 
font their refpe&ivc Societies:— 

'Jofeph Bloomfield, 
Clement Hall, 

New-JerJey. < Franklin Davenport, 
William Parrot, 

„ Robert Smith, junior. 

' Thomas P. Cope, 

James Milnor, 

Thomas Parker, 

Pennfylvania, <{ Thomas Harrifon, 
Timothy Paxfon, 

Samuel Bettle, 

„ George Williams. 
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Richmond , 


i 


Micajah Davis, 

Jofeph Anthony, 

John Ellis, 

Tarlton W. Pleafants,- 


O i whom the following were prefent: 


Jofeph Bloomfield, Thomas Harrifon, 

Clement Hall, Timothy Paxfon, 

Robert Smith, junior, George Williams, 
Thomas P. Cope, Micajah Davis. 

James Milnor, 


The Convention proceeded to the choice of a 
Prefident,—when, on counting the votes, it ap¬ 
peared that Jofeph Bloomfield was ele&ed. 


John R. Coates, a member of the Pennfylvania 
Society, was appointed Secretary, and John Rafield 
poor-keeper. 


The following addrefies from the Pennfylvania 
and Richmond Societies, were read, and ordered 
lo lie on the table. 


To the CoxyiXTioy of Delegates from the differ¬ 
ent Abolition Societies in the United States, propo- 
fed to be held in the city of Philadelphia , on the 
fourth day of the Sixth-month 1800 . 

After a lapfe of two years, it is with great 
fatisfa&ion we fee the period approaching, when 
the fixth. Convention arc to aflemble. Still impref- 
fed with the fame forcible rcafons in favor of thefe 
afibciations, which have heretofore governed us, 
we cheerfully contribute our co-operation towards 
their continuance. In this inftance we have appoint. 
«d, Thomas P. Cope, James Milnor, Thomas Par. 
ker, Thomas Harrifon, Timothy Paxfon, Samuel- 
Bettle and George Williams, our Delegates. 
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In the addreffes which we have already tranf- 
mitted to the feveral former Conventions, the ftate 
of the different obje&s recommended to our atten¬ 
tion are fo minutely detailed, that we do not think 
it neceffary to trouble you with a recapitulation of 
all that has been done on our part. 

It will be proper to note fuch additional particu¬ 
lars, as we deem fufficiently important to commu¬ 
nicate. 

We accompany the prefent addrefs, with the 
names and places of refidence, of fuch perfons as 
have been admitted members of our inftitution, 
fince the date of our laft communication, and of 
the officers thereof for the current year. 

In our laft addrefs we mentioned that we had 
commenced our exertions for obtaining the laws 
refpe&ing flavery, from the ftates fouthward of this, 
in which no Abolition Societies are eftablifhed, and 
that they had been obftrufted by difficulties which 
we were not then able to furmount. Thofe diffi¬ 
culties ftill exift. A committee who have had the 
matter under care, for the paft year, have not been 
able to obtain any of thefe documents, and from 
their report it appears that the profpett is very dif- 
couraging. 

Enquiry has been made refpefting the illegal 
and circuitous trade in {laves, between this country 
and Africa, and it appears that fuch a traffic is ex- 
tenfively carried on. Veffels clear out for the Weft 
Indies, where they difpofe of their out cargoes and 
proceed to Africa for (laves, w hom they fell in the 
Weft Indies upon their return. Altho’ this prac¬ 
tice is notorious, the offenders efcapc with impu¬ 
nity, and we fear that this is owing, in a great- 
meafure, to defeats in the exifting law upon the 
fubjeft; which appears only to contemplate the cafe 
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cf an aftual fitting out , exprefsly for the purpofe 
of carrying on the Have trade. If this conftru&ion 
be true, we fubmit it to your judgment to deter¬ 
mine, how far an application from your Body to 
Congrefs, for a revifion and amendment of the law, 
may be expedient and ufeful. 

With regard to the property of the free, and the 
employment and moral condutt of all the blacks 
within our ftate, we cannot add any thing very 
material to what we have heretofore communicated. 

In the property of the free, we believe there is 
no great variation from what was exhibited in a 
ftatement thereof transmitted to a former Conven¬ 
tion. Some who then had houfes in the city and 
Suburbs, have been obliged to part with them to 
pay the ground rents, while others have, by induf- 
try and economy, been enabled to procure houfes. 
We know but little as to the property poflefled by 
blacks in other parts of the date, but a good ac¬ 
count of their moral conduct has been received 
from fome places in the country. 

The employment of the free blacks in the city 
is various. Some arc mechanics, more are waiters, 
a ftill larger number are fcamen; but the great body 
of them are day labourers; the Haves are generally 
waiters. 

The moral conduft-of many of thefe Several 
deferiptions of people, merits approbation; that of 
a number is exemplary; btrt we lament that too 
many, notwithftanding great labour has been made 
ufe of, to convince them of the evil tendency of 
their condud, Spend much of their time and money 
jn frolic and intemperance. 

The great confolation however which we find 
anudft the regrets occafioned by this unfortunate 
depravation of mofals, is in the hope of better 
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things from the rifing generation. Tf we are but 
fuccefsful in infufmg found principles into the 
minds of the young, and in fuitably forming their 
early habits, we truft that the future exemplarinelis 
of their lives will awaken thofe who are older, to 
an appreciation of the importance of religion, and 
the beauty and excellence of a moral deportment 
through life. 

Under this impreifion, we have continued an 
unremitted attention to the fubjeft of education. 

Since our laft addrefs, Abfalom Jones, Minifler 
of the African church in this city, commenced a 
fchool for young blacks, in aid of which, for one 
year, we granted him one hundred dollars. 

Another black man has alfo opened a fchool in 
the Northern Liberties, at which a few fcholars 
have been taught at the expenfe of the Society. 
It is believed however, that our prefent fchool efta- 
blilhments may be advantageoufly varied, and in 
confequence fcvcral material alterations are in con¬ 
templation. As exertions alfo are now making for 
an increafe of the fund for educating black chil¬ 
dren, we fhall probably ere long be better enabled 
than at prefent, to be ufeful in this prime obje& 
of our inftitution. 

Amongft the various duties which have occupied 
the feveral committees of our fociety during the 
paft year, we feel great fatisfattion in mentioning 
thofe of our committee of employ, who have been 
eminently ufeful in finding employment for a large 
number of blacks; anfwering by this means, the 
call of humanity, preferving the fpirit of induftry, 
and contributing to prevent the fatal effe&s of ha¬ 
bits of idlenefs. 

The queflion refpe&ing the conftitutional ex- 
iftence of flavery in this ftate, has not yet received 
a judicial determinatioik 


Sixth Convention/181 



( 8 ) 

We mentioned in our laft addrefs, that a bill for 
the entire abolition of flavery was then before our 
State Legiflature. The bufinefs has been procrafti- 
nated until the laft feflion, when a bill on this im¬ 
portant fubjeft palTed the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
but the feflion foon after clofing, it was not taken 
up by the Senate. 

We tranfmit you a copy of this bill, and with¬ 
out obferving, in detail, on its provifions; we cannot 
but exprcfs our difapprobation of many of them. 
Proceeding as we do on a great principle of natural 
right, wc regret that a legiflative recognition of it, 
ihould be accompanied with reftriftions inconfiftent 
with its full enjoyment; and that it Ihould be con¬ 
ceived neceflary to increafe the exifting prejudices 
againft an oppreffed clafs of our Fellow-men, by 
burdenfomc and fevcrc diferiminations. 

Wc propofe to give attention to the progrefs of 
this bufinefs at the next feflion of the Legiflature, 
Sind in the mean time we will hope, that fuch 
amendments may be made to this bill, as Ihall meet 
the general approbation of our fellow citizens, and 
more effedually benefit the unfortunate beings 
whofe welfare is the objeft of our anxious folicitude 
and care. 

Signed by direflion, and in behalf, of the Penrt - 
fylvania Society for promoting the Abolition 
of Slavery , &c. &c. 

JAMES PEMBERTON, Preftdenu 

FtiUUfhU , Fourth * 7 
mmth , jih . itoo. S 


Attejl. 

TIMOTHY PAXSON, ) 
JAMES MILNOR, J 


Secretaries 
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To the next General Convention of Delegates , front 
the fcveral Abolition Societies to be held in Phila¬ 
delphia . 

Respected Friends , 

E have received, and read with fatisfadfcion, 
the addrefs to us, from the Convention of 1798 , 
congratulating us on the general progrefs of their 
objedts fmee laft meeting; the union of fentiment 
and harmony of deliberation which has prevailed 
in their proceedings, together with the advantages 
it hath produced in combining the views and ope¬ 
rations of the friends of emancipation through¬ 
out the United States, is encouragement to us, to 
appoint delegates to attend the enfuing Convention, 
to reprefent us therein. 

We agree with you, that too much cannot be 
faid on the necdlity of a conftant attention to the 
fubjedt of education, to prepare the minds of our 
unfortunate African brethren for that condition 
of freedom and rank in fociety, to which, we be¬ 
lieve, they trill fooner or later arrive. This is in¬ 
deed a fubjedt of great weight and has engaged our 
attention fo far, as to appoint a committee to con- 
fid er of the ways and means mod likely to enable 
us to proceed in fo defirable a work; but as yet 
we can hardly fay, we have done more than make 
the firft ftep. 

We were for a confiderable time engaged in the 
profecution of fundry fuits in the General Court, 
and at length obtained judgments for the freedom 
of thirteen perfons; but previous to obtaining the 
faid judgments, they were carried away by their 
holders into South Carolina and Georgia, and we 
were informed, that they and their descendants and 
connedtions in the fame fituation. amount to about 
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ftjrty or fifty pcrfons. In the Tenth-month (Oc- 
tober) lalt we appointed a committee to enquire 
after them, with a view to afford fuch relief as the 
confined Hate of our refources would allow. Two 
other fuits in Patenburg Diflritt Court, are deter¬ 
mined, by which feven perfons have recovered their 
freedom, and one fuit in the Richmond Diftri£l 
Court, which the Society had inflituted for the re¬ 
covery of a family, (laid to be of Indian defcent) 
confining of about twenty-four perfons, was deter¬ 
mined againfl us. We have alfo under notice fuits, 
fome inflituted by the parties themfelves, (whom wc 
have undertaken to befriend,) and others by order 
of the fociety, for about one hundred perfons who 
appear to be unlawfully detained in bondage; thefe 
fuits we cannot profecute with as much vigor, as 
we would wifh, for want of fufficient funds: never- 
thelefs it is our intention to keep them in view, 
and proceed therein as we may be able, for not- 
withflanding our Conflitution has been amended, 
and the requifitions on the members doubled, and 
fome new ones added, yet we find that the weight 
of bufinefs claiming our attention with that al¬ 
ready engaged in, is more than wc can well accom- 
plifh, independent of extending our views to that 
defirable objedl of fchool education; and fo fully 
affording our aid in many cafes as would be nccef- 
fary in the promotion of the caufe of humanity. 

We fully unite with you, in your care and atten¬ 
tion in fupprefiing the iniquitious practice of traf¬ 
ficking in our fellow men, particularly in wrefling 
them from their native land (and thereby tearing 
them from all their near and tender ties of nature,) 
as well as a violation of the laws of our country; 
we trull all fuch cafes that may come to our know¬ 
ledge will be attended to. 
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We herewith prefent you with a eopy of our 
revifed Conftitution, and appoint Micajah Davis, 
Jofeph Anthony, John Ellis and Tarlton W. Plea- 
fants or either of them, to reprefent this fociety in 
General Convention. 

Signed by direction, and on behalf , of the Vir¬ 
ginia Abolition Society, at their half yearly 
meeting, held in the city of Richmond , by ad¬ 
journment, on the 18 th. day of the Fourth- 
month 9 (AprilJ 1800. 

M. DAVIS, Prefident pro.tem. 

Attefl: 

JOSEPH ANTHONY, Secretary . 

Refolved, Thar the addrefies from the feveral 
Societies be inferted at large on the minutes. 

In order to give time for other Representatives 
to make their appearance before the Convention 
proceed to further bufmefs, it was agreed to ad- 
joum till 6 o’clock in the afternoon, to which time 
the Convention accordingly adjourned. 
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June fourth,—6 o'clock, P. M. 

The Convention met, 

Prefent: 

Jofeph Bloomfield, Prefident, 

Clement Hall, Timothy Paxfon, 

Robert Smith, junior, George Williams, 
William Parrot, Micajah Davis, 

Thomas P. Cope, James Milnor. 

The following perfons were appointed to report 
on the obje&s proper for the attention of this 
Convention: Micajah Davis, Clement Hall, and 
George Williams. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 


June fifth , 1800. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent: 

Jofeph Bloomfield, Prefident, 

Clement Hall, Thomas Parker, 

William Parrot, Thomas Harrifon, 

Robert Smith, junior, Timothy Paxfon, 
Thomas P. Cope, George Williams, 

James Milnor, Micajah Davis, 

John Brown, a Delegate from the New-York 
Society, produced his credentials, and took his 
feat. 

The following communication was received from 
the New-York Manumiflion Spciety, viz . 


Abolition Societies/186 




C IJ ) 

To the Convention of Delegates from the differ- 
cnt States in the . American Confederacy y •which 
contain Societies for abolijhing the practice of Afri¬ 
can favery. The Society ejlablijhed in New-Tork, 
“ for promoting the manumijjion of flaves y and 
“ protecting fuch of them as have been or may be 
“ liberated” refpeftfully fubmits the following Re¬ 
port on the prefent condition of their Infiitution . 

TT H E condition of negroes at that time in New- 
York, relative to their morals, property and em¬ 
ployment- was reported on to the Convention very 
fully in 1797, fmcc which, no material change has 
taken place in thefe particulars, excepting that the 
Society flatter themfelves a gradual and progreflive 
improvement continues to be made. 

The inftruttion of African and other people of 
color, is ftill regarded as a leading objeft of this 
Society’s care. The fchool confifts at this time of 
about one hundred children: the male teacher who 
was formerly uflicr in this feminary, is himfelf a 
man of color, and executes commendably the truft 
repofed in him; it is very gratifying to obferve the 
good conduct of thofe who have received an edu¬ 
cation here, the manners and deportment of fuch, 
being greatly improved beyond thofe of their color 
who have not enjoyed fimilar advantages. This 
article as well as the preceding, was on the occa- 
fion before mentioned and referred to, fo fully dif- 
cuffed, that it feems the lefs neceffary to go into 
particulars at prefent, which would be in feveral 
refpe&s, a repetition of what has heretofore been 
reported. 

It is hbwever deemed proper to revive the con- 
fideration of a plan, which has been adopted in 
Queen's county on Long Ifland, by a number of 
benevolent perfons, for the inflrudion of people 
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of color, as the mode may perhaps be worthy of 
imitation in other places. They have eftablifhed a 
fund which is let at interefl, with the income of 
this, they pay for the tuition of as many children 
as they can; there is a great convenience in this 
method, for in many places, efpecially in the coun¬ 
try, where it is impoflible to eftablifh a fchool en¬ 
tirely of blacks and other perfons of color, it is 
found pra&icablc with the annual profits of this 
capital, to pay for the tuition of a number of chil¬ 
dren in different parts of the country, and to pro¬ 
cure admiffion for them into the fchools for com¬ 
mon inftru&ion, where white children are taught; 
by this means a confiderable number of this hitherto 
negle&ed and defpifed race, are refcued from igno¬ 
rance, and from its almofl infeparable companion. 
Vice. 

It will doubtlefs be agreeable to the Convention 
to learn, that this Society ftill holds a convenient 
parcel of unencumbered real eftate, eflimated to be 
worth four thoufand dollars, confiding of three lots 
of ground, on one of which is a building ere&ed 
for the accommodation of the fchool.—And the 
Convention will learn with equal fatisfaftion, that 
the Corporation of the city of New-York have 
granted toward the fupport of the fchool, for the 
prefent year, the fum of five hundred and feven- 
teen dollars, the account of this donation was ac¬ 
companied with an intimation of its being highly 
probable that an equal fum, or more would be ap¬ 
propriated annually for the fame purpofe. This 
money is the produtt of a capital paid from the 
public treafury annually to the cities and towns in 
the date for the better fupport of fchools. It feems 
that the Corporation of our city have been enabled 
to veft nearly thirty thoufand dollars of their pro- 
portion of this yearly allowance from the Treafury 
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in public flock. In diftributing the fum which is 
received to the different fchools throughout the 
city, the African fchool has been judged worthy of 
a dividend equal to the before mentioned amount. 

With refpe£t to the addrefs of a former Con* 
vention to the people of color, pains have been 
taken to diftribute the printed copies of the fame, 
to imprefs the fentiments it contains, and to make 
them operative and ufeful; a confiderable number 
yet remain on hand, the proper difpolhl of which 
will continue to be an objetl of the Society’s care. 
A regifler of deeds of manumiffion is kept by this 
Society. 

Since the report made to the Convention in 
1798 , this Society has been fuccefsful in its efforts 
to afford relief to a number of perfons held in bon¬ 
dage; there have been fince that time feventy-four 
applications for affiflance, of thefe eighteen have 
terminated in the liberation of the oppreffed, chief¬ 
ly under the law prohibiting importation. Seven 
others are now in fuit, fome of which are under 
the claufe of the flatute prohibiting importation, 
others where the perfons held as Haves are not of 
African defeent, but the offspring of the native In¬ 
dians of America, and one as having ferved in the 
army of the United States, during the late revo¬ 
lutionary war. The cafes of forty more are under 
confideration by the Standing Committee: Their 
fubje&s of complaint are various, fome as having 
been brought into this flate and fold; feveral a* 
defeendants of the Aborigines; a few under the 
flatute of limitation; and a number as having be¬ 
longed to perfons whofe eftates were heretofore 
confifcated: Nine of the applications have been dif- 
miffed for want of fufHcient proof; and in addition 
to thefe, fome of the Society have been individually 
fuccefsful in obtaining the liberation of a number 
of perfons by their perfonal interference. 
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A difcovery ha3 lately been made of a circuitous 
traffic in flaves carried on unlawfully within the 
jurifdi&ion of the fiate of New-York; the method 
purfued by the perfons who conduct this nefarious 
and abominable trade vtc are informed is, to carry 
them from this, to one of the fouthern Hates and 
from a convenient port there, as Norfolk or Savan¬ 
nah, to re-lhip them for the Welt India market. 
It feems this practice has become frequent, and has 
been followed a confiderablc time without detection. 
On the 18th. of April, the Standing Committee 
was informed that feveral blacks were confined on 
board of a veflci lying in the ftream, belonging to 
a Frenchman: mcafures were taken immediately to 
detain her, but before the ncccflary Heps could be 
taken, (he was got under fail and put to fea without 
a clearance. On the 23d. information was re- 
ceived that another veflel was lading with negroes, 
who were in general very fecretly conveyed to the 
fhore in carriages, and taken on board; one of the 
Magiftrates accompanied by the Chairman of the 
Standing Committee, and feveral others, went on 
board this veflel and found four blacks confined in 
the hold, there they learned from the mailer and 
crew, that the owners were Frenchmen, that their 
intention was to fliip a confiderablc number of 
blacks, that thofc found on board were a part of 
the cargo, and that the whole buflnefs was con¬ 
duced with all poflible fecrecy on account of its 
being a violation of the law of the Hate: For the 
punilhment of the perfons concerned in thefe vile 
proceedings, it has been judged proper to com¬ 
mence fuits againlt the owners, under the ftatute 
for recovery of the penalty therein exprefled, and 
for liberating the flaves fo intended to be exported, 
and to profecute criminally one of the owners and 
another perfon, a citizea of this Hate for kidnap¬ 
ping a Free Bor difeovered among the negroes con¬ 
fined on board the faid veflel. 
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The Society alfo forward to the Conventibn a 
copy of a public a£t of the Legiflature of New- 
York, which provides for the gradual abolition of 
flavery in this populous and extenfive (late- 

We cannot perhaps terminate our report more 
properly, than by a reflection on the means which, 
under Divine permiflion, have appeared to be thus 
far ufeful, in freeing the oppreffed, and enlighten¬ 
ing the minds of the ignorant; and by congra¬ 
tulating you on the profpeCt of our living in a 
community in which, within a time, not far dif- 
tant, nor difficult to eftimate—Domeftic Slavery 
will be unknown, and where the bleffings of civil 
and religious liberty will be equally extended to all* 

New-Tork. May 20th. 1800. 

WILLIAM W. WOOLSEY* 
Firji Vice P reft dent* 
VALENTINE SEAMAN, Secretary. 

The Committee appointed to report upon the 
objeCts proper for the attention of this Convention, 
produced the following, viz. 

T H E committee appointed to arrange the bufi- 
nefs proper to be entered upon by the Convention, 
beg leave to Report, — 

That, in their opinion, it will be expedient to ap¬ 
point committees for the following purpofes— 

A committee to prepare a circular addrefs to the 
different Abolition Societies in the United States, 
fetting forth the utility of meeting in Convention, 
and thus uniting their efforts, not only for the ex¬ 
termination of flavery and the Have trade, but alfo 
for the illumination of the underftanding and im¬ 
provement of the religious and moral conduCt of 
the unhappy defendants of Africa. 
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Alfo, a committee to review the add reflet to the 
free blacks, &c. heretofore iflued by the Conven¬ 
tion, and to re-inculcate, in a varied form, the fen- 
timents of re&itude and affectionate well-wifhing 
therein contained, with fuch other matter as may 
appear to them fuitable*, the committee believing 
fuch a ftep to be necefTary, not only on account of 
the blacks, but alfo to fhew to the citizens of the 
United States and to the world, that the Friends 
of perfonal freedom are perfuaded the fuperflruc- 
ture of happinefs cannot be creCled unlefs founded 
on the bafis of religion and virtue. 

The committee further propofe, that, in the con¬ 
templated addrefs to the different focieties, a recom¬ 
mendation fnould be inferted, exciting them to con¬ 
tribute funds to be appropriated under the direction 
of the next Convention, towards the affittance of 
fuch of the Abolition Societies as have much bufi- 
nefs to engage their attention, and are but weak in 
pecuniary refources, or to fuch other objefts as the 
next Convention may think advifable. 

By order of the Committee , 

M. DAVIS, Chairman . 


Robert Smith, junior, Thomas P. Cope, John 
Brown, and Micajah Davis were appointed a com¬ 
mittee to prepare an addrefs to the different Soci¬ 
eties. 

William Parrot, Timothy Paxton, and Jamet 
Milnor were appointed a committee to prepare an 
addrefs to the free blacks. V 


Refolved, That the committee appointed to 
frame the addrefs to the different Abolition Socie¬ 
ties, be direfted to infert a requeft, that they would 
take into confideration the propriety of giving to 
the next Convention, authority to form a Confti. 
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tution, and adopt fuch meafures as may be calcu¬ 
lated to give permanence to the Convention, and 
that they cxprefs their opinions refpettively on this 
fubjeft to the faid next Convention. 

Adjourned till ten o'clock to-morrow. 


June 6 th. t8oo. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent: 

Jofeph Bloomfield, Prefident, 

Clement Hall, Thomas Harrifon, 

William Parret, Timothy Paxfon, 

Robert Smith, junior, George Williams, 
Thomas P. Cope, Micajah Davis, 

James Milnor, John Brown. 

Thomas Parker, 

The committee appointed to review the addrefies 
to the free blacks, heretofore ifiued by former Con¬ 
ventions, made the following report, the confide- 
ration of which, after fomc debate, was poftponed. 

The committee appointed to review the addrefies 
to the free blacks, heretofore ifiued by former Coo* 
ventions, &c. 

Report, 

That, from a careful examination of the addrefies 
of former Conventions to the free blacks and other 
people of color, they are induced to believe, that 
the addrefs of the Convention of ninety-fix, con¬ 
tains the moll valuable infiru&ion, and that they 
cannot improve it by any addition or modification. 

They, therefore, propofe that the following re¬ 
commendation, be inferted in the addrefs of this 
Convention to the feveral Abolition Societies, viz. 
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That we are fully perfuaded that confiderable 
advantages have refulted heretofore, from addrefl’. 
ing the free blacks and other people of color, and 
therefore that thofe benefits may dill be continued 
to them, we are induced earncftly to recommend 
the republication and diftribution of the very ex¬ 
cellent addrefs of the Convention of 1796; that 
they be convened together as often as may be con¬ 
venient, to revive, in their remembrance, the fub- 
ftance of faid addrefs, and that fuch counfel and 
advice be, from time to time, added, as may tend 
to their religious and moral improvement. 

By order of the Committee, 

WILLIAM PARRET, Chairman. 

The committee appointed to prepare a circular 
addrefs to the feveral Abolition Societies, prefentecl 
the following, which was twice read, confidered by 
paragraph, and unanimoufly adopted:— 

To Society , &c, 

* 1 ' HE Convention of delegates, from the dif¬ 
ferent Abolition Societies eflablifhed in the United 
States, feel a pleafure in informing you, that their 
deliberations have been conduced with much har¬ 
mony and fatisfaclion to themfelves. 

They, however, deeply regret, that fo few of the 
Societies have been induced to fend Reprefentatives 
to the Convention. 

The great and good work of reftoring liberty 
to the captive, and fitting him to fill that ftation in 
the fcale of being, from which he has been forced 
by the domineering fpirit of power and ufurpa- 
tion, may be confidered as little more than begun. 
How many thoufands of miferable wretches yet 
Unguifli in flavery, in thefe United States, to whom 
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the iight of morn, which fhould awaken all nature 
alike to harmony and joy, affords, perhaps, no 
other confolation lave the folitary certainty, that 
one day more is taken from the long period of their 
fufferings.—This is not all—In vain do you libe¬ 
rate the African, while you neglcft to furnilh him 
with the means of properly providing for himfelf, 
and of becoming an ufeful member of the com¬ 
munity. This fubjett alone opens an extenfive 
field for adtivc benevolence, and juftly demands 
the exercife of a large portion of the talents and 
labours of the friends of emancipation. 

To effeft thefe defirablc objetts, fo importu¬ 
nately called for by every fentiment of a feeling 
heart, union and concentration of energy appear 
to be indifpenfiblc. The focieties Ihould never be 
found in the purfuit of incongruous meafures, 
but ad in concert; and this cannot, perhaps, be 
better accomplifhed than by a free and liberal in¬ 
terchange of opinions, and knowledge, and ex¬ 
perience. The convention Ihould be the rallying 
point of information, whence ufeful knowledge 
fhould diverge to each fociety, communicating life, 
energy, and confiftcncy to the whole. 

The advantages rcfulting from this inflitution 
may be known by part; experience; but as an ad¬ 
ditional inftancc of the good effects flowing from 
it, wc refer you to the addreffes forwarded this 
year to the Convention, and printed in the mi¬ 
nutes; in which you will perceive, and cfpccially 
in the one from New-York, much valuable mat- 
ter. That fociety mentions a fpecies of kidnapping, 
which to the difgrace of humanity, has been car¬ 
ried on in that city in a manner at once evincing 
the barefaced hardinefs of its perpetrators, and the 
wicked and cunning arts pradticed, by the enemies 
pf freedom, on an oppreffed people. There is 
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good reafon to believe, that fimilar practices are 
fecretly purfued in other parts of the Union. We 
therefore carneflly prefs your vigilant attention to 
the fubje£t, in order that if any other perfons 
<hou!d be engaged in this nefarious trafic, they 
may be made to fuffer that expofure and punifh- 
ment which the enormity of the crime fo richly 
merits. 

Fully impreffed with the magnitude of the ob- 
jeft, and the benefits to be derived from it, we 
cannot forbear ftrongly to recommend, that ano¬ 
ther Convention be neld in this city on the firft 
Wednefday in June, in the year 1801. And, in 
order to infure permanency, and its confequent 
advantages to this eftablifhment, we fubmit to your 
confideration, the expediency of delegating to your 
Reprefentatives, the power of aiding in the for¬ 
mation of a Conflitution, for the government of 
future Conventions. 

The cafe mentioned by the Virginia fociety, held 
at Richmond, from which it feems evident that a 
fmall fum of money, beyond what their funds are 
calculated to bear, might reflore a confiderable 
number of perfons to liberty, who were unlawfully 
taken from their ftate into Georgia, and there fold 
as Haves, has called forth the fympathy of this 
Convention; and forcibly fuggcfls the propriety of 
enabling the next Convention, by the voluntary 
contributions of the different focieties, to grant 
feme pecuniary aid to fimilar and other proper 
objcfls. Much good might be done in this way; 
and perhaps fome focieties, who are capable, may 
be found willing promptly to bellow a portion of 
their funds to the Virginia fociety, to enable them 
more effe&ually to profecute this particular claim. 
It is alfo to be prefumed, that fome of the Societies, 
cfpedally in the eaftem Rates, where flavery no 
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longer exifts, might render their benevolent exerti¬ 
ons more extenfively ufeful, by fuitable and timely 
grants to others, who arc lefs wealthy, and have 
much to do. 

You have embarked in an excellent caufe—go 
on and profper,—until liberty, like the light of 
Heaven, or the air we breathe, ftiall, however men 
may be diverfified by color, fhape or habit, become 
the equal inheritance of all. 

By order of the Committee , 

1 HOMAS P. COPE, Chairman. 

Refolved, That eight hundred copies of the mi¬ 
nutes of this Convention, be printed and diftributed 
among the feveral Societies; that James Milnor, 
Thomas P. Cope, and Timothy Paxfon be a com¬ 
mittee to fuperintend the publication and diftribu- 
tion thereof; that they alfo tranfmit one copy of 
the addrefs of the Convention to each Society; give 
at leafl three months notice of the meeting of the 
next Convention; and, if practicable, procure cor¬ 
rect copies of the a&s of Congrefs, relative to the 
Have trade, and have them publifhed with the mi. 
nutes; and that they alfo make an abtrad of fuch 
laws, on the fubjeft of flavery, as have been pafled 
in any of the ftates, fmee the publication of the 
former abftraft, or fuch of them as can be ob¬ 
tained. 


ADJOURNED,/;* die. 
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APPENDIX- 

An aft to prohibit the carrying on the Slave- 
trade , from the Ifni ted States to any foreign 
place or country . 

Settion I. Be it enabled by the Senate and Houfe 
of Rcprcfcntativcs of the United States of America , 
in Congrefs affemblcd , That no citizen or-eitizens 
of the United States, or foreigner, or any other 
perfon coming into, or refiding within the fame, 
ihall, for himfelf or any other perfon whatfoever, 
either as matter, fa&or or owner, build, fit, equip* 
load or otherwise prepare any {hip or veflel, within 
any port or place ol the faid United States, nor 
lhall caufe any (hip or veflel to fail from any port 
or place within the fame, for the purpofe of car¬ 
rying on any trade or traffic in ffaves, to any fo¬ 
reign country; or for the purpofe of procuring, 
from any foreign kingdom, place or country, the 
inhabitants of inch kingdom, place or country, to 
be tranfported to any foreign country, port or place 
whatever, to be fold or difpofed of, as (laves: And 
if any ihip or veil'd (hall be fo fitted out, as aforc- 
faid, for the faid purpofes, or (hall be caufed to 
fail, fo as aforefaid, every fuch {hip or veflel, her 
tackle, furniture, apparel and other appurtenances, 
(hall be forfeited to the United States; and (hall be 
liable to be feized, profecuted and condemned, in 
any of the circuit courts or diftritt court for the 
dittritt, where the faid (hip or veflel may be found 
and feized. 

Se&ion II. And be it further enabled , That all 
and every perfon, fo building, fitting out, equip¬ 
ping, loading, or otherwife preparing, or fending 
away, any (hip or veffel, knowing, or intending. 
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that the fame (hall be employed in fuch trade or 
bufmefs, contrary to the true intent and meaning 
of this aft, or any ways aiding or abetting therein, 
(hall fcverally forfeit and pay the fum of two ihou- 
fand dollars, one moiety thereof, to the ufe of the 
United States, and the other moiety thereof, to the 
ufe of him or her, who (hall fue for and profecute 
the fame. 

Seftion III. And be it further enabled. That the 
owner, matter or faftor of each and every foreign 
(hip or veflel, clearing out for any of the coafts or 
kingdoms of Africa, or fufpefted to be intended 
for the Slave-trade, and the fufpicion being decla¬ 
red to the officer of the cuttoms, by any citizen, 
on oath or affirmation, and fuch information being 
to the fatisfaftion of the faid officer, (hall firtt give 
bond with fufficicnt furetics, to the Trcafurcr of 
the United States, that none of the natives of 
Africa, or any other foreign country or place, (hall 
be taken on board the faid (hip or vcfTcl, to be 
tranfported, or fold as (laves, in any other foreign 
port or place whatever, within nine months there¬ 
after. 

Seftion IV. And be it further enaded. That if 
any citizen or citizens of the United States (hall, 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this aft, 
take on board, receive or tranfport any fuch per- 
fons, as above deferibed, in this aft, for the pur- 
pofe of felling them as (laves, as aforefaid, he or 
they (hall forfeit and pay, for each and every per- 
fon, fo received on board, tranfported, or fold as 
aforefaid, the fum of two hundred dollars, to be 
recovered in any court of the United States, pro¬ 
per to try the fame, the one moiety thereof, to the 
ufe of the United States, and the other moiety to 
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the ufe of fuch perfon or pcrfons, who (hall fue 
for and profecute the fame. 

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG, 

Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentutivee. 
JOHN ADAMS, Vice Present of the United 
States, and Prcfident of the Senate. 
Affrotid— March the twenty fecond, 1794 

G°* WASHINGTON, 
Prefident of the Umitcd States. 


An Aft in addition to the afl, entitled , “ An 
a 51 to prohibit the carrying on the Slave- 
trade from the United States to any foreign 
place or country 

Section I .BE it cnafted by the Senate and Houfe 
of Reprefcntativcs of the United States of America , 
in Congrcfs a(fc mb led, That it fliall be unlawful for 
any citizen of the United States, or other perfon 
refiding within the United States, direftly or indi¬ 
rectly to hold or have any right or property in any 
veflel employed or made ufe of in the tranfporta- 
tion or carrying of flaves from one foreign country 
or place to another, and any right or property be¬ 
longing as aforefaid, fliall be forfeited, and may be 
libelled and condemned for the ufe of the perfon 
who fliall fue for the fame—and fuch perfon tranf- 
grefling the prohibition aforefaid, fliall alfo forfeit 
and pay a fum of money equal to double the va¬ 
lue of the right or property in fuch veflel which 
he held as aforefaid, and fliall alfo forfeit a fum of 
money equal to double the value of the intereft: 
which he may have had in the flaves which at any 
time may have been tranfported or carried in fuch 
veflel after the pafling of this aft, and againft the 

form thereof. r , . . , 
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Section II. And be it further enabled. That it (hall 
be unlawful for any citizen of the United States or 
other perfon refiding therein, to ferve on board any 
veflel of the United States employed or made uie 
of in the tranfportation or carrying of (laves from 
one foreign country or place to another, and any 
fuch citizen or other perfon voluntarily ferving as 
aforefaid (hall be liable to be indided therefor, and 
on convidion thereof, (hall be liable to a fine not ex¬ 
ceeding two thoufand dollars, and be imprifoned 
not exceeding two years. 

Sedion III. And be it further cnafted, That if 
any citizen of the United States (hall voluntarily 
ferve on board of any foreign (hip or veflel whicn 
(hall hereafter be employed in the Slave-trade, he 
(hall on convidion thereof, be liable to, and fuf- 
fer the like forfeitures, pains, difabilities and pe¬ 
nalties as he would have incurred had fuch (hip or 
veflel been owned or employed in whole or in part 
by any perfon or perfons refiding within the Uni¬ 
ted States. 

Sedion IV. And be it further enabled. That it 
(hall be lawful for any of the commiflioncd veifels 
of the United States, to feize and take any veflel 
employed in carrying on trade, bufinefs or traffic 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this or 
the faid ad to which this is in addition, and fuch 
veflel, together with her tackle, apparel and guns, 
and the goods or effeds other than (laves which (hall 
be found on board, (hall be forfeited and may be 
proceeded againft in any of the Diftrid or Circuit 
Courts, and (hall be condemned for the ufe of the 
officers and crew of the veflel making the feizure, 
and be divided in the proportion dirtded in the 
cafe of prize; and all perions interciled in fuch 
veflel, or in the enterprize or voyage in which fuch 
veflel (hall be employed at the time of fuch cap- 
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ture, (hall be precluded from all right or claim to 
the flaves found on board fuch veffel as aforefaid, artd 
from all damages or retribution on account thereof, 
and it (hall moreover be the duty of the comman¬ 
ders of fuch commiflioned veffels to apprehend and 
take into cuftody every perfon found on board of 
fuch veffel fo feized and taken, being of the offi¬ 
cers or crew thereof, and him or them convey as 
foon as conveniently may be, to the civil authority 
of the United States in fome one of the Diftrifts 
thereof,. to be proceeded againft in due courfc of 
law. 

Seition V. And be it further enabled , That the 
Diftriit and Circuit Courts of the United States 
(hall have cognizance of all aits and offences 
againft the prohibitions herein contained. 

Seition VI. Provided never the left, and be it fur - 
thcr enabled. That nothing in this ait contained, 
fhall be conftrued to authorize the bringing into 
eithir of the United States any perfon or perfons, 
the importation of whom is by the exifting laws of 
fuch Hate prohibited. 

Seition VII. And be it further enafted. That the 
forfeitures which (hall hereafter be incurred under 
this or the faid ait to which this is in addition, not 
otherwile difpofed of, fhall accrue and be one moi¬ 
ety thereof to the ufe of the informer, and the other 
moiety to the ufe of the United States, except 
where the profecution fhall be firft inflituted on be¬ 
half of the United States, in which cafe, the whole 
ihall be to their ufe. 

THEODORE SEDGWICK, Speaker 

of the Houfe of Reprcftnlalivte. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON, Vue Prefdtni 
(f the Unhid Si alee t and Pr ft dent of the Senate . 

ApraoriD— May 10th. A. D. 1800, 

JOHN ADAMS, Prefident of the United Stain . 
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Abfrat 7 of an aft of the Legiflature of New- 

York, ini tiled, “ An aft for the gradual Abo¬ 
lition cf Slavery ,” pajfcd March 29 , 1799 . 

CHILDREN born of (laves after the 4th. of 
July 1799, to be fervants to the legal proprietor 
of the mother, males until twenty-eight, and fe¬ 
males until twenty-five years of age. 

Every fuch child to be regiftered within nine 
months from its birth, in the office of the clerk of 
the city or town where born, the record of which 
to be fufficient evidence of its age. 

A penalty of five dollars to be incurred by any 
matter ncglc&ing to regifter within nine months, 
and one dollar for every fubfequent month, until 
a return is made, but the clerk is bound to receive 
the return whenever ottered, though the nine 
months be expired. 

Perfon entitled to the fervice of any fuch child, 
may elc& within one year after its birth to abandon 
his right to fuch fervice, by a notice under his hand 
lodged in the office of the town or city clerk where 
he refides, in which cafe fuch child is to be confi- 
dered a pauper of the city or town where the owner 
of the mother refides at the time of its birth, and 
may be bound out by the overfeers of the poor, 
like the children of other paupers. 

The child until bound out, to be fupported for 
the firft year after its birth by the matter, and af¬ 
terwards by the ftatc, at an expcnce not exceeding 
three dollars and fifty cents per month, for which 
allowance by the ftate, the account being firft figned 
by the Mayor of the city or fupervifors of the town 
where born, the Comptroller is authorized to draw 
a warrant on the Trcafury. 
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Any owner omitting to give fuch notice of aban¬ 
donment continues anfwerable for the maintenance 
of fuch child, until the expiration of the above 
mentioned periods of fervice. 

Any owner of a flave may manumit fuch Have 
by a certificate under his hand and feal. 


Abjlrat 7 of an aft, entitled , “ An aft refpefting 

Slaves f pa/fed by the Legif attire oj New - 

Jcrfey^ on the 14 th. of March 1798. 

EVERY negro, indian, mulatto or muftee within 
this ftate, at prefent a flave for life, to remain fo un- 
lefs manumitted according to law. 

No flave to be admitted as a witnefs, in any cafe, 
civil or criminal, except that in criminal cafes one 
flave may be a witnefs againtt another. 

Every contratt made with a flave, void; and 
any perfon trading- with a flave forfeits for each 
offence, three dollars to the owner. 

Penalty of four dollars per day, payable to owner 
by any perfon harbouring, &c. his flave; fuch pe¬ 
nalty not, however, to exceed the value of the flave. 

Perfon harbouring, &c. a flave liable for his va¬ 
lue to owner in cafe of fiave’s death, difability, &c. 

Any perfon apprehending a flave ten miles from 
his mailer’s houfe, without permiflion in writing, 
or being known to be on his matter's bufinefs, en¬ 
titled to a reward of one dollar, and reafonable 
charges. 

Reward of two dollars for taking up a runaway 
flave from another ftate, and having him committed 
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to gaol by a j a (lice, and the (lave to remain in pri- 
fon till his mafter pays the reward and all reafon- 
able charges. 

Slaves aflembled in a difordcrly tumultuous man¬ 
ner, may be ordered by any con (table to difperfe, 
and if they rcfufe, fuch conftable (hall apprehend 
them, and take them before a juftice, who may 
fend them home to their mailers, or commit them 
for a time not exceeding one week, or, at the re- 
queft of the mailer, order them to be whipped by 
the conftable, not exceeding twenty ladies j for 
which the conftable (hall be paid by the mailer one 
dollar. 

Any (lave fecn or found from his mailer's houfe, 
after the hour of ten at night, except on his maf- 
ter's bufinefs, or carrying a gun on Sunday, may 
be apprehended and carried before the next juftice, 
who, (if the (lave cannot give a good account of 
himfell,) may in his diferetion fend him home, 
commit him, or order him to be whipped in the 
manner above mentioned. This is not however, 
to prevent the (lave from going to a place of wor- 
(hip, or from innocent recreation, or doing any 
other reafonable aft with his mailer's confent. 

Any mafter fuffering his Have to beg, to forfeit 
eight dollars for each offence, one half to the ufe of 
the poor, and the other to the perfon profecuting. 

Any fraudulent or collufive conveyance of an 
aged or decrepid (lave to a perfon unable to main¬ 
tain him is void, and the perfon making it incurs 
a pcnalry of forty dollars. 

Any perfon bringing a (lave into the (late, for¬ 
feits one hundred and forty dollars, to be fued for 
by the colle&or of the townlhip, a:*d paid by him 
to the county colle&or, and by the county collector 
into the State Treafuryj there is an exception in 
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favor of pcrfons coming to refide in the ftatc, who 
may bring with them their flaves, and of fojourn- 
ers, who arc not however to fell their flaves within 
the ftatc. 

Any citizen of the date may bring in his flaves 
for fcrvicc, but not for fale, on producing to the 
townftiip collector a certificate from a Judge of the 
Supreme Court or Court of Common Pleas, of the 
ftatc from which he comes, that they were the pro¬ 
perty of fuch citizen at the time of pafling this att, 
which with the affidavit of the party is to be re¬ 
corded in the office of the county clerk. 

All forfeitures to be paid by the town (hip col¬ 
lector recovering them to the county collector, and 
by him paid into the Treafury, being firft credited 
for necelfary expcnces; and any collector ncgleCl- 
ing or refufing to profecute for a forfeiture, (hall 
forfeit and pay the futrt which he ought to have re¬ 
covered, to be fued for by any collector, and paid 
to the State Treafurcr. 

Inhumanly treating and abufing a flave, decla¬ 
red an indictable offence, punifhable by a fine not 
exceeding forty dollars, to be paid to the overfeei 
of the poor where the offender refides. 

Owner of any flave or fervant for years, born 
after the 26th. of November 1788, (hall caulefuch 
flave or fervant to be taught to read, under penalty 
of thirty dollars, which is recoverable with cofts 
by the overfeers of the poor, whofe duty it is ex- 
prefsly made, to profecute for the fame for the ufe 
of the poor. 

Any perfon fitting out, equipping, manning, or 
otherwise preparing any (hip or veffel, to fail from 
this ftatc for the purpofe ot carrying on a trade in 
flaves, to, from, or between Europe, Afia, Africa 
or America, or in any place or country whatever, 
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or of tranfporting fuch flavcs to or from one place 
to another, forfeits the vefiel, cargo, tackle and ap¬ 
parel, which may be feized by any Juflice, Sheriff 
or Coroner, and profccutcd by information in rent, 

, * n the Supreme Court, or any Court of Common 
1 Picas of the flate. 

Such vcffcl, after judgment againft her, (hall be 
fold at public fale by the Sheriff (or Coroner if 
Sheriff be a party) of the county, and after de¬ 
ducing cofls and expences, one-eighth of the pro¬ 
ceeds is to be paid to the perfon making feizure, 
and feven-eighths to the State Treafury, for the ule 
of the (late. 

Penalty of one hundred and thirty dollars to be 
incurred by any perfon oppofiug fuch feizure, one 
half to the flatc, and the other to the profecutor. 

No (lave to he removed out of the f* ate, with 
intention to change his refidence, if ho has refided 
therein for twelve months, without his own confent, 
if of age, teflified on private examination, before 
a juflice, or if under age without fuch confent, and 
alfo that of his parent tfcflified as aforefaid. The 
juflice to make a record, and deliver a copy to 
fuch flavc, containing his name, age, condition and 
then place of abode, the reafon of the removal, and 
the place to which he is to go. Any one felling a 
flavc to a perfon out of the flate, his aiders and 
abettors feverally forfeit fifty dollars, one half to 
any perfon fuing for the fame, and the other to the 
townfhip from which fuch fl.ive is removed. No 
perion liable to this penalty who removes to and 
refides in any other of the United States, and takes 
his flaves with him. 

Owner of flave may manumit him by writing 
under his hand and feal, executed in the prefence of 
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two witnefles, provided fuch Have be found in mind, 
under no bodily incapacity for labor, and not un¬ 
der the age of twenty-one, nor above the age of 
forty years, and the owner muft previoufly obtain 
a certificate to that effedl, figned by two overfeers 
of the poor, and two juftices of the county where 
he refides, which is to be recorded in the office of 
the county clerk; on a manuiniffion under thefe 
circumftances, the owner is exonerated from any 
refponfibility for the future maintenance of the 
perfon manumitted. 

Slaves may be manumitted by laft will and teft- 
ament, under the reftri&ions preferibed in the cafe 
of a manumiffion by deed. 

Slave not anfwering the above deferiptions may 
be manumitted by writing, executed under hand 
and foal, in the prefence of two witnefles, if the 
mafler or fomc perfon on behalf of fuch Have, will 
at the Court of Common Pleas of the county 
where he refides, enter into bond to the date with 
two fufficient fureties, in the lum of five hundred 
dollars, to prevent fuch flavc from becoming a 
public charge. If the manumiffion be by will, 
the executors to give bond with fureties as aforelaid. 

Where no bond is given, the manumiffion is 
-void. 

Manumitted Have is exonerated after he arrives 
to the age of forty years, from the paymeut of any 
bond, note or contraft or performance of any in¬ 
denture obtained againft him in confequence of fuch 
manumiffion. 

The fettlement of a manumitted flave is in the 
town (hip where the mafler was legally fettled at the 
time of the manumiffion, but he may afterwards 
gain a fettlement for himfelf by the fame means as 
ft white perfon. 
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Owner of a Have not manumitted according to 
law, is made liable at all times for his maintenance, 
but in cafe of his infolvency, the flave being difa- 
bled by ficknefs or otherwise, is a charge on the 
town (hip where his owner is legally fettled. 

Free negro or mulatto from another date not to 
travel or refide in this date without a certificate of 
his freedom, figned by two judices of the date from 
which he comes j and any inhabitant knowingly 
harbouring, concealing, or employing fuch negro 
or mulatto, or differing him to live in his houfe, or 
other tenement, for one week, fhall forfeit twelve 
dollars per week,during the continuance of the of- 
fence, for the ufe of any perfon who will fue for 
the fame. 

No free negro or mulatto belonging to this date, 
fhall travel or remain in any other county than 
where his refidence is, without a certificate figned 
by two judices, or by the county clerk under his 
feal of office, certifying the freedom of fuch negro 
or mulatto. ° 

Where a habeas corpus is brought to remove 
any negro, &c. out of the poffedion of his claim¬ 
ant, the perfon to whom it is dire&td fhall in re¬ 
turn thereto fet forth his claim, on which the 
profecutor fhall immediately join iffue, and the 
court diall award procefs, to dimmon a jury to 
attend at the next Circuit Court of the proper 
county to try the cafe. 

The former laws relating to flaves, are repealed 
by this a&. 


• # * * * * 

%%w 
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MINUTES 

ot t at 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE SEVENTH 

Convention of Delegates. 


Philadelphia % June third, 1801, 

10 o'clock, A.M, 


rv NUMBER of Delegates from Societies for 
promoting the abolition of flavery, eftablifhed in 
various parts of the United States, aflfetnbled at 
this time in the City Hall; when it appeared, from 
credentials produced, that the following perfons 
were deputed by their refpettive Societies, to r& 
prefent them in this Convention. 

Willet Seaman, 

Abraham Ogier Stanfbury, 

Adrian Hageman, ^ From NntbTork. 

Nehemiah Allen, 

Daniel D. Waters, 
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Jofcpli Bloomfield, 
Richard Hartfhorne, 
Thomas Clement, 
Robert Smith, jun, 
Phinehas Lord, 
Thomas Harrifon, 
James Milnor, 
Walter Franklin, 
Samuel Bettle, 
George Williams, 
Othntel Alfop, 
Robert Frazer, 

John Vaughan, 
Cyrus Ncwiin, 

John R. Fairlamb, 


► From New ^crfey, 

► From Pennfylvania . 

^ From Delaware. 

From Richmond\ 


Of whom the following attended. 

Adrian Hageman, Samuel Bettlc, 

Nehemiah Allen, George Williams, 

Daniel D. Waters, Robert Frazer, 

Richard Hartfhorne, Othniel Alfop, 

Thomas Clement, Cyrus Newlin, 

Robert Smith, jun. John Vaughan, 

Thomas Harrifon, John R, Fairlamb. 

Walter Franklin, 

Richard Hartfhorne was unanimoufiy chofen 
Prcfidcnt, Othniel Alfop was appointed Secretary, 
and John Rahcld, Door-keeper. 

The following communications from the Socie¬ 
ties of New-York, Ncw-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
Delaware and Virginia, were read, and referred 
to Nehemiah Allen, Thomas Clement, Thomas 
Harrifon, John Vaughan, and John R. Fairlamb, 
who were defired to report to a future meeting 
the objects which might appear to them proper to 
come under further notice. 
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Report of the 11 New-Tork Society for promoting the 
manumijfton of Slaves, and protecting fuel) of them 
as have been or may be liberated” Tio the Con¬ 
vention of Delegates from the feveral Manumijfton 
Societies in the United States , to be holden in Phi¬ 
ladelphia, in June next, 

SINCE the laft report of the Society to the 
Convention, they have been going on in the pur- 
luit of the great object of their allocation, without 
materially deviating from their ordinary courfe of 
proceedings; and they have Hill the pleafure to 
inform the Convention, that their exertions in the 
caufe of humanity continue to be attended with a 
very pleafing degree of fuccefs. 

At the date of their lafl report, there were forty 
perfons faid to be unlawfully held in bondage, un¬ 
der their care; fince that time, twenty-four new 
cafes have been added to the number; of thefe 
perfons, thirteen have been liberated through their 
exertions—feventeen have been difeharged from 
their care for want of fufficient evidence to fup- 
pqrt further proceedings—and thirty.four remain 
on their minutes as obje&s of future attention. 

The Society have been for fome time pall in¬ 
formed, that the trade in negroes from the coaft 
of Africa to the Weft-India Iflands, was very ex- 
tenfively purfued from the States of Rhode-Ifland 
and MalTachufetts; and they have recently received 
information, that upwards of fifty veflels from 
thole States now are, or very lately were, on the 
African coaft, engaged in this inhuman traffic. 
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A Commander of one of thefe vcflels, being in 
this city on his return from St. Bartholomews, 
in the month of February laft, was arrefletl at the 
fuit of the Society, under the law of the United 
States and is now a prifoncr in this didrift. The 
Society feel confident, that juftice in this cafe will 
be had; and they cannot but hope, that the pu- 
nilhment of a few fuch offenders, will put an end 
in our country, to the unjuft and cruel trade in 
queftioji. 

By order of the Society, fuits were inftituted 
laft year, againft certain foieigners, for a traffic in 
black people from this ftatc to the fouthern ftates; 
thefe fuits have not yet »cceived a dccifion, owing 
fo the abfence of fome witnefles who are neceflary 
in order to the profccution of the fame; there is 
reafon, however, to e.vpeft that they will terminate 
favorably to the caufc of humanity. 

The African School under the care of the Soci¬ 
ety, has been gradually increafing fince the laft 
report to the Convention, and is now in a flouriffi- 
ing Hate; for fome time after the eftablifhment of 
this inftitution, it was with reluftance that many 
of the people of color, ignorant of the benefits of 
Education, consented to fend their children to 
fchool; a very favorable alteration has taken place 
in this refpeft; they have become more generally 
imprefied with a fenfe of the advantages and im¬ 
portance of Education, and moredifpofed to avail 
thcmfelves of the privilege offered to them. The 
greater part of thole whofe children attend the 
ichool, contribute fomething toward its fuppoir, 
according to their ability and inclination; the effeft 
of this arrangement is found highly ufcful: it not 
only renders the maintenance of the feminary more 
fecure, and takes oft' a part of the burthen from 
the Society, but it, alto, upon a very obvious 
principle, binds the contributors to the fchool— 
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gives them a kind of intcreft in its profpcrity— 
and excites them to keep their children more 
punctual In their attendance. 

This inftitution now contains about one hundred 
and thirty children of both fexes, who continue In 
general, to exhibit the fame good order, and the 
fame capacity and difpofition to learn as formerly— 
no material alteration has taken place fince the 
laft report, except the pleafmg growth before men¬ 
tioned. 

The laws refpe&ing flavcry in the State of New 
York, remain nearly as they were at the date of 
the laft report; at the feflion of the Lcgiflature of 
this State which was holden in the beginning of 
the year 1800, two Juftices of the Supreme Court 
were appointed to revife the laws of the State, and 
to reduce into fingle ads, the provifions which 
were before diftributed into many: among the reft, 
all the former laws concerning flares were revifed 
and incorporated into one, with the addition of 
certain claufcs recommended in petitions promoted 
by the Society and forwarded to the Legiflature, 
prohibiting, under a very fevcrc penalty, the im¬ 
portation and exportation of flaves and fervants, 
unlcfs with certain preferibed reflridions and limit¬ 
ations—A copy of faid law will accompany this 
report. 

The Society conclude, by obfervinp, that the 
principles of humanity and freedom, tnc primary 
obje&s of their aflociation, arc gradually gaining 
ground in this State, and that appearances in ge¬ 
neral arc fuch, as to make them believe their exer¬ 
tions have been ufeful, and that there is encourage¬ 
ment to continue and extend them. 

WILLET SEAMAN, Pnfidm 
New-Torky 5 tb,w, 20th. 1801. 

VALENTINE SEAMAN. Secretary. 
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To the Convention of Delegates from the different 
Abolition Societies , to be held in Philadelphia , in 
the Sixth month, (June) next, 

THE New-Jerfey Society for promoting the 
gradual abolition of flavery, report, 

That fully concurring in the propriety of the 
recommendation contained in the Convention** 
addrefs of laft year, with refped to holding ano¬ 
ther Convention, we have appointed as Delegates, 
JofephBloomfield, Richard Hartfliorne, Thomas 
Clement, Robert Smith, jun. and Phinehas Lord, 
to reprefent this Society in the cniuing Convention, 
and they are authorized to aid in the formation of 
a Conftirution, as recommended in the addrefs. 

The circumflanccs of the cafe mentioned in the 
report from the Richmond Society, fo far obtained 
our fympathy towards them, that the Frefident 
was authorized to trafifmit from our fmall fund, 
the fum of fifty dollars, which has been done, anti 
the receipt thereof duly acknowledged. The hint 
relative to annual contributions from the different 
Societies towards a general fund, to be at the dif- 
pofal of the Convention, gave rife to fomc difeuf- 
fion of the fubjed, which however was not fully 
decided on, but poftponed to a future time. 

The fcattered fituation of this Society, occafi- 
©ns many embarraffments and difficulties,of which 
Societies that are more compact, have no experi¬ 
ence. Thofe members who conflitute the ading 
committees, are often fo far apart, as to render it 
impradicable for them to ad in concert in cafe* 
of emergency, and are obliged to content them- 
feWes with convening but three or four times a 
year. To add to the difficulty, in thofe parts of 
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the State, where (laves are mod numerous, and 
confequentlywhere cafes requiringinterferencemoft 
frequently occur, the caufe of Abolition has but 
very few zealous fupporters, and the bufinefs from 
thence, alinod, or altogether devolves upon thofe 
of the adjacent counties where Societies are regu¬ 
larly formed: Hence it follows, that the profecu- 
tion of cafes, whenever they occur, neceffarily 
requires a confidcrable facrifice of .time, and not 
unfrequently many days riding in ferving writs, 
eollefting evidence, attending Courts’, &c. It 
-therefore often happens, that cafes are unavoida¬ 
bly a long time before they can be brought to an 
ifl'ue. To the fame caufe may be attributed our 
deficiency in conforming to the fevcral recommen¬ 
dations and requifitions of the Convention—con- 
fidcrablc attention has been from time to time paid 
to thefe feveral fubje&s, and pains taken to pro¬ 
mote a compliance—exertions have again been 
repeated fincc laft year; in a few indances the bu¬ 
finefs has been faithfully attended to, but generally 
the accounts we have received are very imperfect, 
and confequently the information hitherto forward¬ 
ed, or which we (hall be enabled now to commit- 
nicate, mud be partial and incomplete; within a 
large part of the State, and where (lavery is mod 
encouraged, as there arc very few firm Friends to 
Abolition, and the few watched with an evil eye, 
it is very difficult to procure a correct reprefenta- 
tion of the date of the blacks; even in thofe 
counties where emancipation is mod approved, it is 
not eafy to obtain a minute and juft account; it is 
well known to thofe who have much engaged in 
Abolition concerns, that although there are great 
numbers who fccrctly wiih well to the caufe, and 
are ever ready to commend the fuccefsful exerti¬ 
ons of others, yet very few of them are willing to 
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devote their time and attention, or to engage in the 
laborious parts of the bufinefs. Such information 
as \vc are enabled to give, we (hall now proceed to 
date in regular order. 

Lifts of the officers, and other members of the 
Society have been made out, which will be annex¬ 
ed to, and forwarded with this report. 

Confidcrable attention has been given towards 
procuring from our fcvcral county meetings an 
account of their proceedings in relieving perfons 
unlawfully held in bondage, in purfuance whereof 
we have obtained ftatements from fevcral counties 
which we fhnll fubjoin: by thefe it appears, that 
in the county of Burlington, there have been, 
fince the commencement of the inftitution, eleven 
cafes of perfons relieved or refeued from llavery, 
by the interference of the Society. In the county 
of Gloucefter nine, and in the counties of Mid- 
dlelex and Eflex, two. From the other two 
counties in which Societies have been eftablilhed, 
no information has been received—there are a 
number of cafes on the minutes of the a&ing 
committees, feveral of which arc now pending in 
fuit. We may further add, that it is believed 
many fuccefsful exertions have been from time to 
time made by benevolent minded individuals for 
the relief of this opprefled people, no account of 
which has been or could be exhibited. 

The information we have received on the fubjett 
will not enable us to convey a very explicit repre¬ 
sentation of the condition of the blacks—their 
circumftance* cffentialiy vary in different parts of 
theState—In Eaft-Jerfey, (laves are very numerous, 
and although inftances not unfrequently occur, of 
very cruel ufage to them, yet in general they are 
mildly treated, more efpecially among the Low- 
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Dutch, who are poffefied of a large number, and 
condutt towards them with great lenity; they watch- 
them clofe, and oblige them to work hard, but in 
return feed and clothe them well. Although the 
oppofition publicly made from this part of the 
State to the Abolition of Slavery has hitherto been 
fo formidable, it is neverthelcis believed that the 
caufe is fall gaining ground there, and that light 
is fpreading ; More of a difpofition has lately been 
manifeRed by Slave-holders to countenance luch of 
their Haves as are anxious to ufe endeavours to 
purchafc their freedom. The following account, 
forwarded from the county meeting for Eflex and 
Middlefex, we believe, may be taken as convey, 
ing in general terms the fituation of the blacks in 
the eaftern counties, “ They appear, moHly, pretty 
comfortably provided for, and fome of the free, 
hold, fall and moveable property—the induHrious 
among them find pretty Heady employment, but the 
moral conduct of many does not appear fo encou¬ 
raging and praife worthy, as would be defirable.” 
Throughout the wcRern part of the State, there 
are, comparatively, but few Haves, and the num¬ 
ber of thefe continually diminiftiing. Some con¬ 
ception of this may be formed, by the following 
information Hated in the report from the county 
of GlouceHer. 

At the time the ccnfus was taken by order of 
the General Government in 1791, there were in 
that county 191 Haves; when taken by diredion 
of this Society in 1799, only 47, and this prefent 
year, according to the cenfus now taking by Go- 
vernment, (nearly gone through) the number is 
Hill lefs. We think it may be faid, that with a 
few exceptions, the Haves in this part of the Hate 
are kindly ufed, more fo it is apprehended of latter 
time; and the pradice of flave-holding is becoming 
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daily more unpopular. In fpcaking of the moral 
conduft and general chara&er of thofe who are 
free, we arc fomewhat embarraffed, but wc appre¬ 
hend that the following defeription, intended 
more particularly to fit Burlington and Glouccftcr 
counties, will generally apply throughout the 
weftern part of the State—Many are loofe in their 
morals, too fond of unprofitable company, idling 
away their time, and wafting their fubftance; but 
as a general ohfervarion, wc believe it will be found 
true upon inveftigation, that waving any allowance 
which in juftice out to be made for the great dis¬ 
advantages under which they labour, and con- 
trailing their conduct with that of the poorer clafs 
of whites, the balance will be rather in favour of 
the black people: as dmncftic fervante, waiters, 
coachmen, &c. the preference is decidedly given 
them, and as labourers they conftitutc a valuable 
part of the community—A few arc mechanics, 
and fome of them very refpc&ablc, and there ap¬ 
pears an incrcafing attention to the placing out 
children in a way to acquire trades. We could 
enumerate a variety of inltances, of blacks, who 
in their rcfpeQive neighbourhoods, exhibit exam¬ 
ples of fobrietv. induftry, occonoiny, and upright- 
nefs. well worthy of imitation, regulating their 
families well, and rcfpceled by the white inhabi¬ 
tants. Some of them hold real eftatc, free and 
disincumbered, and a confulcrablc number fupport 
themfelves and families comfortably. Attention 
has been given in various neighbourhoods, to pro¬ 
mote their moral and religious improvement. 

An account of Frcc-fchools in Burlington for 
the inflruflion of the blacktf, was forwarded by 
this Society three years ago. Since that period, 
thofe fchools have been fuffered to drop, but it is 
pleafing at this time to obferve the good fruits of 
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which they were produ&ive, manifeffed in Several 
Unking inffances. A fimilar effablifhment was 
likewife, for fomc time continued at Salem, and 
another for a fliorter period, at Trenton. The 
fchooling of black children docs not in general 
appear to obtain that attention which its impor- 
tance requires, yet it is believed there is a growing 
care in this refpeft. Wc do not know of any 
fchools at prefent among us, exclufively for them, 
but in molt parts of the Hate, and very commonly 
in the weftern divifion, they are incorporated with 
white children in the various ftnall fchools fcattcred 
over the country. In the city of Burlington there 
is aFrce-fchool, for the education of poor children 
fupported by the profits of an eftate left for that 
particular purpofc, which fchool is open for the 
reception of black, equally with white, children. 
The account from GlouceHer county on this head 
Hates, that in feverai parts of that county, there 
are funds cftablilhed for the fchooling of poor 
children, white and black, without diffin&ion, in 
the whole about £1000; and many of the black 
children, being placed by their parents under the 
care of white maHcrs, receive at leaH as good a 
moral, and fchool education, as the lower clalt 
of whites. 

We tranfmitted in 1796, the reports of trial* 
and adjudications relative to Africans. A ftate- 
inent of fuch as have taken place fmcc that period 
will be tranfmitted. 

No effort has been attempted fmee the revifion 
of our Slave-laws in 1798, to obtain an amelio¬ 
ration of the laws on this fubjc& It was appre¬ 
hended that a fufpenfion of fuch exertions for 
fometime would be beH. 
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The recommendation relative to periodical dif- 
courfes on the fubjedt of flavery, and the means of 
its abolition, has not been put in practice, from 
an apprehenfion, that it would not be pro^u&ive 
of much advantage in this State. 

Our refpc&ive county meetings have repeatedly 
been advifed to keep accurate regifters of alt deeds 
of manumiffion executed within their precinfts. 
We believe the recommendation has been in a 
good meafure complied with. 

There is a Standing Committee of this Society 
denominated, “ The Committee of Publication;” 
the rlefign of which is to publifh from time to time 
in fuch manner as they may deem expedient, pie¬ 
ces, extraCh, or efiays, on the fubjeft of eman¬ 
cipation, tending to promote the views of this 
Aifociation; wc could wifti that this mode of ad¬ 
vancing the caufc of Abolition, was more attended 
to, for we are convinced that much good might 
be done, by the diftribution of fuitable publica¬ 
tions on the fubjcCt. 

No inftanccs have come to our knowledge of 
negroes from St. Domingo, retained here as flaves 
contrary to the decree of the National Convention 
of France. 

Nothing has been done by direction of this So¬ 
ciety to difeourage the ufe of articles manufactured 
by flaves; but individuals, Members of the Society 
and others, have refrained from ufing them. 

In the conclufion of our report, we cannot but 
lament, that at this period of time, juft after the 
clofe of the enlightened eighteenth century, the 
State of New-Jerfcy, in the centre of the Ameri¬ 
can Confederacy, fo celebrated throughout the 
earth for Liberty and Independence, fhould coun- 
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tenance, within its own bofom, the moft palpable 
violation of thofe boaftcd equal rights, by with¬ 
holding from feveral thoufand human beings their 
juft and natural claim to Liberty. But we think 
there is reafon to hope, that the pleadings of juftice 
and humanity, in behalf of the oppreffed, do, 
and will prevail. Let us not then be difmayed, 
but perfevere in our exertions, until this dark fpot 
upon the rifing charafter of our highly favoured 
country, be utterly obliterated. 

Signed in behalf of a general meeting of the 
New-Jerfey Society for promoting the 
Abolition of Slavery , held at Burlington , 
Fifth-month fifths 1801. 

Joseph Bloomfield, Prefidenl. 

Allejl. 

Robert Smith, jun. Secretary. 


To the Convention of Delegates from the different 
Abolition Societies , propped to be held in the City 
of Philadelphia , on the third day of the firth 
month , 1801. 

WE have with fatisfaflion complied with the 
recommendation of the laft Convention, by deft, 
ing Thomas Harrifon, fames Milnor, Walter 
Franklin Samuel Bettie, George Williams, 
Uthmcl Alfop, and Robert Frazer, to reprefent 
us in that which is propofed to be held this year. 
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We continue to believe thefe Aflemblies likely 
to prove eminently ufeful, and we cannot but 
regret, that the want of fuch convidlion, or other 
caufes fhould have occafioned on the part of fome 
of our filler Societies, a lefs warm and zealous 
co-operation in their favour. A reciprocal com¬ 
munication of fentiment and information on the 
intcrefling obje&s of our initiations, and a ge¬ 
neral confiflency of conduct and exertions, can, 
vve conceive, in no better way be maintained, than 
through the medium of occafional, or Hated Con¬ 
ventions. 

The Convention of lafl year was forcibly im- 
prelTed with this pcrfuafion, and have, therefore, 
fuggcllcd the idea of giving permanency to thefe 
eflablifhments, by the formation of a Conllitution 
for their future government; wc have given our 
concurrence to the plan, and have veiled in our 
prefent delegation, fuitable powers for aiding in 
its completion. 

Confonant with this defign, is that of ellablifh- 
in£ a fund to be at the difpofal of thefe bodies; 
this alfo hath met our approbation, and we have 
Agreed to ai 4 it with an advance of one hundred 
dollars. 

With the prefent communication you will re¬ 
ceive a lift of our officers for the prefent year, and 
of the members added to our Society fmee the date 
of our lafl addrefs; alfo the copy of a law, and 
of an article of the C.onflitution of Georgia, ref- 
pefling the importation of flaves; we likewile tranf- 
mit you a copy of an addrefs, which wc have be¬ 
lieved it our duty to lay before the people of colour 
in this city and fuburbs; it was read to them by a 
committee appointed for that purpofe, at their fe- 
teral places of worfhip; and alfo at three focieties 
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which they have formed with the benevolent defign 
of aflifting each others families, in times of fick> 
nefs and misfortune. Their families were alfo vi- 
iited, and copies of the addrefs left with them. 
From the report of the committee it appears, that 
the number of families which they vifited was fix 
hundred and fifty-nine, containing about twenty- 
three hundred and thirteen perfons; that their com¬ 
munications were received in a refpc&ful manner, 
and that many evinced a lively and grateful fenfc 
of our tare and anxiety for their welfare. Several 
hundred blacks, and people of colour refide in 
white families, and though they have not had the 
advantage of a perfonal vifit from the committee, 
many of them have been furnifhed with a copy of 
the addrefs. 

A mixture of fatisfaftion and regret, muff be 
experienced by every feeling mind, in the conclud¬ 
ing obfervations of our committee; “ The greater 
number,” they fay, “ live decently and comforta¬ 
bly, many of them poflefling houfes and other 
valuable property; fome were found fupporting 
their aged parents and grand parents, in a (fate of 
eafe anti coinfort, and others providing for orphan 
and deflitute children; and on the whole, we arc 
united in the opinion, that they live as reputably, 
and conduft themfelves as orderly, as white people 
poflefling equal opportunities of improvement: yet 
it is with pain wc have to obferve, that idlencfs, 
diflipation, and want of ccconomy, have reduced 
fome of their families to poverty and diftrefs.” 
The latter part of this defeription is indeed a me¬ 
lancholy one, but we truft in the blefling of Pro¬ 
vidence, on our continued exertions, for the 
intellectual and relicious improvement of thefc 
people, as the furelt means of retaining, in the 
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path of virtue, thofe w ho have not yet forfaken it, 
and of once more adding to their number, thofe 
who have been feduced away by the blandifhmenta 
©f folly and vice. 

Schools for their education are now eftabliihed 
in the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, one of 
which is under our immediate infpettion; a lift of 
them will accompany this addrefs. Subfcriptions 
have been obtained for this important objeft, 
amounting in the whole to 530 | dollars per an¬ 
num for three years. 

In reply to that part of the addrefs of the laft 
Convention which relates to the inhuman practice 
of kidnapping free perfons, we have only to men 
tion, that but two attempts of this kind within 
this ftate have recently come to our knowledge, and 
as they are in a courfe of legal inveftigation, we 
deem it improper to detail the particular circum- 
ftances attending them. 

The various requifitions of former Convention: 
having been heretofore as fully anfwered as was in 
our power, and nothing further of a nature re¬ 
quiring prefent notice having fmee occurred, we 
conclude with wifliing you harmony in your deli¬ 
berations, and a fucceisful ilfuc to your exertion? 
in the caufe of Juflice and Humanity. 

Signed by erder and in behalf of the Penn - 
fylvania Society for promoting the Abolition 
of Slavery , fcV. 

James Pemberton, Prcfidcnt . 

Attejly 


Timothy Paxson,} 
Samuel Harvey, J 


Secretaries . 
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In compliance with the requifitions of former Convene 
tions of Delegates from the fever a l abolition Soci - 
etiesy the Delaware Society for promoting the 
Abolition of Slavery , make the following. 

Report , 

TIIK Delaware Sacifly for promoting the 
Abolition of Slavery, and for the relief and pro¬ 
tection of blacks and people of colour unlawfully 
held in bondage or otherwile opprefled, was eftab- 
lifted on the twelfth day of the twelfth month, 
1 B-'U.—A copy of our conflitution, and a lift of 
our prefent officers and members, accompany this 
report. 

Dr. John Vaughan and Cyrus Ncwlin, are ap¬ 
pointed on our part, to attend the Convention of 
Delegates, to be held the firft fourth-day in the 
fixth month, 1801, at Philadelphia. 

This Society intends to have printed and publift- 
ed, copies of the Laws of the State of Delaware, 
fo far as they regard the blacks and people of co¬ 
lour; and they propofc, when that fhall be done, 
to forward a copy to a future Convention. 

A lift of cafes now under the care of our a&ing 
committee is alfo herewith forwarded. 

In this ftate,Haves arc generally treated leniently; 
there are neverthclefs many perfons who, in defi¬ 
ance of the common duties of humanity, permit 
them to. fuffer, from fcanty food and cloathing, 
and punift them cruelly. 

The general temper of opinion, is againft the 
freedom of perfons of colour, but this fpirit i? 
milder in the northern than in the fourhem pan 
of this ftate. 


Seventh Convention/229 



( 20 ) 


Several blacks in each of our counties hold reai 
property, and thofe are generally induftrious and 
fober perfons—we believe they cannot be accufed 
of greater immoralities than the poorer clafs of 
white perfons—there are but few mechanics among 
the enflaved or free blacks—they are in general 
day labourers or farmers. 

By the cenfus made this year, it appears that 
there are in this Hate, 2754 free blacks and people 
of colour, and 1838 flaves. 

There is a diminution of feven hundred and 
twenty-four flaves fmee the year 1790. We fufpedt 
this decreafe has not arifen entirely from the pro- 
grefs of the generous fpirit of emancipation, but 
partly from the trade of exportation, which has 
been carried on for feveral years pall. 

A petition in favour of the gradual abolition of 
flavery was prefented to our Legiflature at their 
lall feflion, but no meafures were taken upon it. 

The Society, as fuch, has not yet been able to 
advance the education of blacks and people of co¬ 
lour, but a fchool is kept here on the firfl: day of 
the week by one of its members, who inftrufts 
them gratis, in reading, writing and arithmetic; 
feldom more than twenty fcholars attend; they are 
generally attentive, and appear to receive inllruc- 
tion as readily as white perfons labouring under 
fimilar difadvantages. 

No periodical difeourfes have yet been ellab- 
liihed. 

No publications tending to promote the abolition 
of flavery have yet been diftributed by us; but an 
addrefs to the public on this important fubjeft is 
now prepared, and will fpeedily be publifhed. 
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We have not yet tried any cafe under the decree 
of the National Convention of France. 

Nothing has been done by this Society toward# 
difcouraging the ufe of articles manufa&ured by 
Haves. 

The addrefs from the Convention of 1796, to 
the free people of colour has not yet been diftri- 
buted by the Society. 

Signed by order of'the Delaware Society , 
by 

Francis A. Latta, Prejident * 

Wilmington, fifth month, i^d. 1801. 

Zachariah Jess, Secretary . 


Addrefs of the Virginia Abolition Society , to the 
enfuing General Convention , to be holdcn in Phi¬ 
ladelphia. 

Friends and Fellow Labourers, 

IT is a confolation to us, amidfl the many 
dangers and difficulties with which we arc fur- 
rounded, to obferve that firm and perfevering dis- 
pofition, manifefted in the addrefs of the laft 
Convention to the different Societies, to purfue, 
with unremitting vigilance, the great and benevo¬ 
lent objetts which gave exiftence to our inflitution*. 

While we fmcerely unite in opinion, with the 
laft Convention, as to the importance of fitting the 
minds of our unfortunate brethren of African de- 
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fcent, “ To fill that ftation in thcfcalc ofTcirir,from 
which they have been forced by the domiru ering 
fpirit of power and ufurpalion,” we are nc vert he- 
lefs, obliged at prefent to turn our attention from 
the fubjed of education, In order to dired our 
public efforts againfl that rapacious difpofition 
which emboldens many petty tyrants among us to 
trample upon the rights of this people, even in 
violation of the laws of cur ftate. 

Wc have inftituted many fuits on behalf of thefe 
fufferers; and numerous are the inftances of un¬ 
lawful oppreflion, which ftill cry aloud to human¬ 
ity for that afliftance it is not in our power to afford. 
This is, indeed, a melancholy crifis to us; mr.ny, 
alfo, who were once hearty in the caufe of eman¬ 
cipation, taking a retrofped view of the recent 
plot which threatened our internal tranquility with 
a revolutionary convulfion, have now thought pro¬ 
per to abandon it as dangerous to the well-being of 
iociety. You fee, then, the languid and critical 
fituation to which the friends of humanity are 
reduced in Virginia. You know from the hiftory 
of our ftate, the number of objects that mult ne¬ 
edfully come under our notice: in fine, you know 
how much wc have to do, and how few there arc to 
do it. Notwithftanding, however, the many difficul¬ 
ties we have to encounter, and the gloomy profpeds 
with which we are on all Tides furrounded; there 
are ftill a number among us, who, feeling a firm 
perfuafion that it is a juft and righteous caufe in 
which we have embarked, are determined to con¬ 
tinue their efforts fo long as any good may refult 
therefrom. Under this determination, then, and 
relying with confidence, that your views in the 
caufe of humanity, are not merely local, we feel 
perfect freedom in foliciting fuch pecuniary aid 
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from you, as it may be in your power to afford us. 
Trufting you will weigh the fubjeft according to 
its merits, we reft: fatisficd that your determination 
will be made upon the principles of extended hu¬ 
manity and benevolence. 

Under a perfuafion, that the day will arrive, 
wherein the light of freedom will be univerfally 
diffufed through this land, we feel an ardent defire 
to unite with you, in every laudable effort to haften 
its approach: And may that Being, who rules the 
deftinies of the Univerfe, give us ftrength, cou¬ 
rage and wifdom to perform thofe things only, 
that ftiall appear juft in his fight. 

Signed by order , and in behalf of a meeting 
of the Virginia Abolition Society , boldcn 
in the city of Richmond the twenty-fccond 
of the fifth month, 1801. 

James Wood, Prejidcnt. 

Attejl, 

Tarlton W. Pleasants, Secretary, 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 


June fourth. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent: 

Richard Hartlhorne, Prelidcnt, 
Adrian Hageman, Walter Franklin, 


Nehemiah Allen, 
Daniel D. \Vatcrs, 
Thomas Clement, 
Robert Smith, jun. 
Thomas Harrifon, 
Robert Frazer, 
Jamei Milnor, 


Samuel Bcttle, 

George Williams, 

John Vaughan, 

Cyrus Newlin, 

John R. Fairlamb, 
Othoiei Alfop, 
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The committee to whom were referred the com¬ 
munications received y efterd ay, introduced a report j 
which was read, and directed to be inferted on 
the minutes, as follows, 

The Committee to whom were referred the feveral 
communications from the Abolition Societies , and 
who were direfled to fclctt and arrange fueh 
objects as require the attention of the Convention , 
beg leave to report 

THAT they have minutely examined the 
feveral documents fubmitted to them, and are 
much pleafed to find, that the generous principles 
of emancipation, arc extending thcinfelves over 
the northern and middle dates—that the different 
Abolition Societies, are afliduous in their endea¬ 
vours to lefien the miferies of thofc unfortunate 
blacks and people of colour, who are within the 
pales of legal bondage; and in preferving the free¬ 
dom of fuch as are privileged to enjoy the invalu¬ 
able blefling. We however have to regret, that 
the intolerent and inhuman pratticc of flavery, in 
all its forms, appears yet to be but feebly oppofed 
in fome of the dates; and that in others, the ex¬ 
ertions of the benevolent are inadequate to the tafk, 
without collateral aid. 

In the States of New-York, New-Jerfcy, and 
Pennfylvania, the laudable work of African 
emancipation, is rapidly progreffing: in Delaware, 
it is refumed with fpirit and efficiency; but in Vir¬ 
ginia, the fydem is fo far redrained by popular 
prejudice, and legiflative encroachment, as to re¬ 
quire the fodering care of the Convention. We 
therefore propofe, that means be devifed, for aid¬ 
ing the Abolition Society of Richmond, in the 
profecution of their arduous talk; and fugged the 
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utility of eftablilhing a permanent fund, for the 
purpofe of alfiiting all fuch Societies, as require 
pecuniary aid. 

Conceiving alfo that the adoption of a fyflem, 
for the government of future Conventions, would 
give energy and liability to the organization, we 
propofe, That a Conllitution be formed, fubmitted 
to the different Societies for their ratification, and 
returned to a Convention to be holdcn in this 
place. 

Your c 'mittee deplore the necclfityof repeat- 
ing to you, f hat the horrid pradicc of kidnapping 
is perfilled in, efpccially in Maryland, in dired 
violation of the cleared rights of Humanity, and in 
bold defiance of Law, and Moral Jullice. 

In North Carolina, lawsexilt, prohibiting indi¬ 
vidual emancipation; we fuggeft the necelfity of 
an addrefs to the Legiflature of that State, on the 
painful and momentous fubjed. 

On reviewing the minutes of pall Conventions 
we find the cducationof African children uniformly 
inculcated: and we trull that the generous fyllem 
will be promoted and extended, by every poflible 
means. 

We have been informed by the Delegates from 
the Pennfyl vania Society that two veflels, engaged 
in the nefarious traffic in the perfons of their fel¬ 
low men, have been captured and brought into the 
port of Philadelphia. One of them, the fchooner 
Prudent of New-England, bound on a voyage 
from the coall of Africa to the Welt-Indies, with 
a cargo of fixteen Haves: this vclTel was condemned 
by the Diltrid: Court, and the blacks were placed 
by the Marlhal, under the care of the Society, 
who bound them by Indenture to fuitablc nerfons, 
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reliving chiefly in the country, adults for the term 
of four years, and minors, males, to the age of 
twenty-one, and females to the age of eighteen 
years. The other, the fchooner Phebe, of 
Charlefton, South Carolina, captured by the fame 
veil'd, while on a voyage from Africa to the Ila- 
vanna, with a cargo of one hundred and fixteen 
Haves. The Phebe is libelled, but the bufinefs 
lias not yet proceeded to a legal termination. The 
blacks have, however, been placed out in like 
manner with thofe above mentioned, except that 
bonds with furetics have been given, that in cafe 
the refult of a judicial inveftigation fhould be un¬ 
favourable, they fhould be returned. 

Believing that the prefent (late of public affairs, 
and the general temper of the public mind, arc 
more favourable to the caufc we have cfpoufed, 
than they have been for fome time part, we re¬ 
commend the formation and publication of a decent 
and manly addrefs to our fellow citizens on the 
fubjeft: alfo, that an addrefs be prefented to the 
refpeftive Abolition Societies, requeuing them to 
perfevere in well doing, for though fome of them 
be retrained in the execution of their laudable 
work, and little is in their power to do, that little 
fhould be done, if we wifh to preferve a confcience 
void of the charge of omiflion. 

On behalf of the Committee , 

Thomas Harrison, Chairman. 
Council Chamber, June 4th. 1801. 
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The following rcfolution was laid on the table. 

Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to ex¬ 
amine and arrange, the various papers, and docu¬ 
ments, belonging to the Convntion, on the fubjett 
of flavery; that they prepare fuch an analyfis of 
their contents as may aid the important objeft of 
forming a corrett hiftory of African flavery in the 
United States, and report the fame, together with 
fuch other information as they may be able to ob¬ 
tain, to the next Convention. 

Adjourned till three o'clock this afternoon . 


June fourth ,—3 o'clock , P. M. 

The Convention met. 

Prefcnt: 

Richard Hartfhorne, Prcfident , 

Adrian Hageinan, Walter Franklin, 

Nehemiah Allen, Samuel lkttle, 

Daniel D. Waters, George Williams, 

Thomas Clement, John Vaughan, 

Robert Smith, jun. Cyrus'Newlin, 

Thomas Harrifon, .John R. Fairlamb, 

Robert Frazer, Othniel Allop*. 

James Milnor, 

The confidcration of tlic report of the com¬ 
mittee who had under care the communications 
addrefled to this Convention, being refumed, the 
following refolutions were adopted:— 

Refolved, That that part of it, which relates to 
the fubjeft of affording pecuniary aid to the Rich¬ 
mond Society, be referred to James Milnor and 
Nehemiah Allen. 
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Refolvcd, That lb much of the above mentioned 
report, as relates to the formation of an eflay of 
a Conftitution, and the eftablifhment of a perma¬ 
nent fund, be referred Jo a committee of five, and 
that Adrian Hagcman, Robert Smith, jun. Walter 
Franklin, John Vaughan, and John R. Fairlamb, 
be the committee. 

Refolved, That the formation of an eflay of an 
addrefs to the refpedlive Abolition Societies, be 
committed to Nehcmiah Allen, Thomas Clement, 
and James Milnor. 

The refolution this morning, laid on the table, 
relative to the appointment of a committee to ar¬ 
range and form an abllrad of the various papers 
and documents belonging to the Convention, on 
the fubjeft of flavcry, was adopted; and a com¬ 
mittee, con filling of Thomas Harrifon, James 
Milnor, Walter Franklin, Samuel Bettle, George 
Williams, Robert Frazer, and Othnicl Alfop, 
appointed to carry the fame into efl'eft. 

Adjourned till ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 


June fifth. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent: 

Richard Hartlhornc, Prcfidcnt, 


Adrian Hagcnian, 
Neheiniah Allen, 
Daniel D. Wafers, 
Thomas Clement, 
Robert Smith, jun. 
Th6mas Harrifon, 
Robert Frazer, 
James Milnor. 


Walter Franklin, 
Samuel Bettle, 
George Williams, 
John Vaughan, 
Cyrus Newlin, 
John R. Fairlamb, 
Othniel Alfop. 
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The committee appointed on the fubjett of 
forming a Conftitution for the government of fu- 
ture Conventions, introduced an effay, which wax 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed to confider the fubjed 
of affording pecuniary aid to the Richmond Society 
introduced the following report, which was agreed 
to, and the Prefidcnt is directed to pay the fum 
therein granted, to the Delegate from that Society, 
for its ul'e. 

“ The Committee appointed to take into ctnfiJcration 
that part of the report of the Committee of ar~ 
rangement, -jo b'u b relates to a grant of money , pry- 
pofed to be made to the Richmond Society , 

“ Report , 

“ That, in their opinion, it would be proper 
for this Convention to grant the faid Society, the 
fum of one hundred dollars, to aid them in the 
benevolent undertakings which they have engaged 
in.” 

Adjourned till five o'clock this afternoon- 


June fifth,/—*, o'clock , P. M. 
The Convention met. 

Prefent: 

Richard Hartfhorne, Prefident, 
Adrian Hageman, Walter Franklin, 


Nehemiah Allen, 
Daniel D. Waters, 
Thomas Clement, 
Robert Smith, jun. 
Thomas Harrifon, 
Robert Frazer, 
James Milnor, 


Samuel Bettle, 
George William*, 
John Vaughan, 
Cyrus Newlin, 
John R. Fairlamb, 
Othniel Alfop. 
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The Following communication from the Alex¬ 
andria Society, was read, and ordered to lie on 
the tabic: 


*To the Convention of Delegates from the different 
Abolition Societies appointed to meet in Phiiadel m 
phia on tbs frfi Wednefday in June next. 

TH E underfigned have been deputed by the 
“ Alexandria Society for the relief and protection 
of perfons illegally held in bondage,” to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of a letter from the committee 
appointed by the lad Convention, held in Phila¬ 
delphia, and to forward an addrefs to the prefent 
Convention. 

Our Society conceiving that any objects which 
might at this time be attained by the million of 
Delegates to the Convention, would not be com- 
menfuraic with the exptnee which muff nccdlarily 
be incurred thereby, deem it advifable to dcelinc 
fending any. At the fame time they declare that 
this omiflion arifes not from an indifference to the 
caufe in which we are engaged, but from a con- 
vi&ion that the money requisite for fuch a meafurc 
may be applied more beneficially to other objects 
connected with the defign of our affociation. 

The underfigned judge it fuperfluous to iterate 
fuch fads and information on the feveral fubjefts 
of recommendation, as have been communicated 
in former reports to the refpe&ivc Conventions *, 
and few recent occurrences of intcrefling note re¬ 
lative to the concerns of our Society, have taken 
place, which demand the particular regard of the 
prefent Convention. 
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Of five fuits for freedom, pending in tlic diftritc 
court at Dumfries, at the time of our laft addrefs, 
three have terminated in favour of the claimants; in 
t he other two the petitioners were unfuccefsful.—■ 
About the clofc of laft fummer, fome perfons by 
the name of Thomas, a branch of a numerous 
and well known family of that name in Maryland, 
were apprehended in this town, by a perfon who 
pretended to claim them in right of his wife. The 
negroes prayed our court for leave to inftitute a 
Juit for their freedom, alleging they were free¬ 
born, being descended in the female line from a 
white woman. The court, however, judging them 
inhabitants of Maryland, refufed to take cogni¬ 
zance of their cafe, and they were delivered up to 
the claimant, who promil'ed to permit them to fuc 
without moicflation in the county where hcrclided 
but who, with a turpitude difgraceful to human 
nature, fold them before they reached his refi- 
dcncc, to a Have driver from North Carolina. This 
purchafer conveyed them to Virginia and lodged 
them in Dumfries jail, where by the aid of our 
Society they obtained a warrant and cited their 
holder before the magi (bates of that place to en¬ 
ter into recognizance for their appearance at the 
next court to petition for leave to inditutc a fuit 
for the recovery of freedom. But the magiflratcs, 
whether through ignorance or wilfulnefs, inftcad 
of compelling him to give bond for their appear¬ 
ance as the la\v direfls, undertook to decide on the 
validity of their claim and furrendered them to the 
holder, by which proceeding five perfons, in our 
opinion jufllv entitled to liberty. have been vio¬ 
lently w relied from their connexions, and con¬ 
signed, in all probability, to irredeemable fiavery. 
The firft claimant of the negroes took out a writ 
again.fl one of the memb-rs of our Society who 
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interfered in their behalf. The caufe has not yet 
come to trial, but let it terminate as it may, it will 
immerfe us in fome expenfe. 

The unfortunate riling of the negroes at Rich¬ 
mond laft furnmer, partial and incoufiderable as it 
was, furnifhed a pretext for additional rigour to¬ 
ward thofe wretched viftims of opprefTion. Nor 
were the labours of our Society altogether exempt 
from the effects of this renovated pcrfecution a- 
gainft the hclplefs Africans. The eflnblifhment of 
patrolcs to prevent the unlawful affeinbling of ne¬ 
groes diffufed conllcrnation among even the moil 
guiltlefs, and deterred them in a meafure from 
meeting for the purcll purpoles. The confequcncc 
of this terror extended to our Sunday fchool and 
produced fuch an abandonment as rendered a tem¬ 
porary fufpenfion advifable. It was accordingly 
intermitted during the winter, but has been lately 
revived by fomc of the individual members, the 
Society having virtually rclinqiiifhcd its patronage, 
as no teacher of adequate merit could be obtained 
to take charge of it. The good clfefts vifibly rc- 
fulting from this infliturion are, we trull, amply fuf- 
ficient to ftirnulate its fupporters to a pcrfeverancc 
in fo laudable an undertaking. 

Situateas we have hitherto been in a State where 
interell tends to perpetuate prejudice and check 
convi&ion; where general cultom gives general 
countenance to the difgraceful practice of flavery, 
and ftifles the confcious enormity of a crime which 
threatens, at one time or other, to involve in in- 
diferiminate ruin the innocent w ith the guilty where 
it is tolerated, conneftcd with a policy where the 
weight of legifiativc authority was avowedly hoflile 
to every movement of our proceedings, it is not 
furprizing that the difficulties we have had to en- 
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counter fhould be too potent for men of weak 
nerves or apathetick conflitutions. In confequence 
the number of our members has di min idled, but 
I his diminution has, we truft, rather condcnfcd tlum 
evaporated the ipirit of the Society. And we che- 
rifli the hope that a more aufpicious era has com¬ 
menced with our reparation from that State whofe 
political profeflions arc at open hoflility with its 
domdlick conduct. We fliall endeavour to im¬ 
prove to the intereft of our inftitution any advan¬ 
tage which this event may place within our reach. 
Done at Alexandria, in the') 

Diflricl of Columbia, this > 
e8 tb. day of May, 1801.} 

Archibald M‘C.lean. 

George Drinker. 

An cflay of an addrefs to our fellow citizens of 
the United Statc3, on the fubjeft of flavery, being 
introduced and read, it was, on motion, 

Rcfolvcd, That JamesMilnor and JohnVaughan 
be a committee to confider and revife the fame, 
and produce it for further confideration to-morrow 
morning. 

It being Haled by James Milnor, one of the com¬ 
mittee under appointment to draft an addrefs to the 
dillcrent Abolition Societies, that, in confequence 
of numerous other engagements, he apprehended 
he fhould be unable to give that attention to the 
fubjeft which its importance demands, and that he 
therefore requelled to be releafed j his requeft was 
complied with, and Robert Frazer named in his 
Head. 

The form of a Conflitut/on introduced this 
morning, being now again taken up, and delibe¬ 
rately confidcred, was agreed to as follows:— 
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The Delegates from the fevcral Abolition Socictici in 
the United States , in Convention affembled ,, this 
Jixth day of June , A. D. 1801; having been re¬ 
quired by the Societies which they reprefent , to form 
a Conjlitution for the Convention; and being of 
opinion that many advantages would be derived 
from fuch a meafure , do recommend the following 

CONSTITUTION. 


ARTIC.LF. I. 

I. The Convention (hall be called, “ The Ame¬ 
rican Convention for promoting the Abolition of Sla¬ 
very, and improving the condition of the African race, 

II. It ffiall be compofed of fuch reprefentatives 
as the refpettive Societies within the United States 
may think proper to appoint; provided that the 
number do not exceed ten from any one Society. 

ARTICLE II. 

I . The officers of the Convention ffiall confill 
of a Prefident, Secretary and Treafurcr, who fhall 
be ele&cd annually by ballot. 

II. The Prefident fhall prefide at all meetings 
of the Convention, and preferve order; he ffiall 
have no vote, except were there is an equality of 
votes; in fuch cafe he ffiall have a carting vote. 

III. The Secretary fhall keep accurate records 
of the proceedings of the Convention. 

IV. The Treafurer fhall keep the money and 
other perfonal property of the Convention; he fhall 
before he enters upon his office, give to the Prefi¬ 
dent a bond in the Fum of not left than one thou- 
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fand dollars, for the faithful difeharge of the duties 
thereof: Hefhall furnifh to the Convention annu¬ 
ally, a flatement of his accounts, and fhall pay all 
orders drawn in manner herein after mentioned. 

ARTICLE III. 

I. The Convention fhall meet annually in the 
city of Philadelphia, on the fecond Monday in 
January. 

II. A representation from three Societies fhall 
be a quorum to tranfaft bufinefs, but a lefs number 
may adjourn from time to time. 

III. The Convention fhall have full power to 
make fuch rules and regulations as they may deem 
neceflary for their internal government; provided 
the fame do not contravene this Conllitution. 

IV. Additions and amendments may be made 
to this Conllitution, on the propofition of the 
Convention, and concurrence of a majority of two 
thirds of the members convened. 

ARTICLE IV. 

I. An a&ing committee fhall be annually ap¬ 
pointed by the Convention, who fhall fuperintend 
the publication of minutes, books, &c. the tranf- 
miiTion of addrefles and other communications, 
and tranfaft fuch bufinefs of a general nature as 
may require attention during the recefs of the Con¬ 
vention. 

II. All communications made to the Conven¬ 
tion, during their recefs, fhall be addrefied to the 
a&ing committee. 
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I. All funds of the Convention, arifing from 
contribution or otheruife, fliall be at their lole dif- 
pofal; fpecial attention being at all times had to 
the exigencies of individual Societies. 

II. All orders drawn upon the Treafury fliall be 
figned by the Preftdent, and counterfigned by one 
or more members of the afting committee. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Special meetings of the Convention may be cal¬ 
led in cafes of emergency, by the Preftdent and 
a&ing committee, at the requeft of any two So¬ 
cieties of different ftates. 

On motion, 

Refolved, That copies of the above be tranf- 
mitted as early as may be, to the different Societies 
for adoption, fliould it meet their approbation. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten o'clock . 


jfunc Jixth, 
The Convention met. 

Prefcnt: 


Richard Hartfliornc, Pre/idcnt. 


Adrian Hageman, 
Nchcmiah Allen, 
Daniel D. Waters, 
Robtit Smith, junior, 
Thomas Harrifon, 
Walter Franklin, 


Samuel Bcttlc, 

George Williams, 

John Vaughan, 

Cyrus Newlin, 

John R. Eaiilainb, 
Othnicl Alfop. 
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The committee appointed to rcvife the addrefs 
to our fellow citizens on the fubjeft of fiavery, 
now produced the fame, which being deliberately 
confidered by paragraphs, was adopted as follows, 
viz. 

1 o the Citizens of the United States . 

Friends and Fellow Citizens, 

VARIOUS Societies having been formed, in 
diflerent parte of the Union, for the purpofe of 
promoting the Abolition of Slavery, they have fe- 
vcral times met in convention to deliberate on the 
heft means of furthering the humane work they 
have undertaken.—Wc, the feventh aflociation of 
Delegates from thefe bodies, now convened in the 
city of Philadelphia, appealing to the Searcher of 
hearts for the redlitude of our intentions, believe 
it our duty to addrefs you with a few remarks, to 
which we folicit your candid confideration and at¬ 
tention. Believing as wc do, that the benevolent 
Author of nature has made no clfential dihinftion 
in the human race, and that all the individuals of 
the great family of mankind have a common claim 
upon the general fund of natural bounties, we have 
never hefitated to avow the obje&s of our inhibi¬ 
tions, nor the honed means by which we hope for 
their ultimate attainment. Yet we are fenfible that 
many of our fellow citizens have laboured under 
mihaken imprdhons on both thefe points, and 
have aferibed to us views as inconfihcnt with the 
policy of our country, as with our real profpe&s. 
It is true wc contemplate the deliverance from fla- 
very of all the blacks and people of color in thefe 
hates, fooner or later, by fuch means as your hu¬ 
manity, and the wifdom of our rulers may fugged; 
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and though we think the exifting laws of fome of 
the dates unncceflarily fevere; yet we pointedly dif- 
avow any wifli to contravene them, while they 
remain in force, or to hazard the peace and fafety 
of the community by the adoption of ill advifed 
and precipitate ineafures. 

In common with the reft of our fellow citizens, 
we fincerely deplore the late attempts at infurrec- 
tion by fome of the (laves of the fouthern dates, 
and participate in the dreadful fenfations the inha¬ 
bitants in their vicinity muft have felt on fo awful 
an occafion. It is fervently to be hoped that they 
may induce a weighty confideration of the fource 
of the evil, and of the bed means of its future 
prevention. We are convinced, that fo long as a 
relation iubfifts between caufe and effed, and the 
prefent policy of thofe dates is purfued, fo long 
the deprecated calamity is to be dreaded; and while 
we all revolt with horror from the anticipation of 
an organization on the part of the (laves, we con¬ 
ceive there is a certain date of degradation and 
mifery to which they may be reduced, a certain 
point of defperation to which the human mind may 
be brought, and beyond which it cannot be dri¬ 
ven.—If then the premonitory figns of this crifis 
have appeared, if a recurrence of the defperate 
feelings which gave birth to the defign is to be fo 
awfully dreaded, ought not the attention of every 
humane mind to be exerted in devifmg adequate 
means for averting fo enormous a clanger? We 
advance with confidence our firm belief, a belief 
founded on mature refle&ion, that to be cffe&ual 
they muft be in many rcfpc&s different from thofe 
which have heretofore been adopted. An amelio¬ 
ration of the prefent fituation of the (laves, and 
the adoption of a fyftem of gradual emancipation, 
while it would tend to remove the charge of in- 
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confifiencv between the conflitutional declaration, 
and the legal provifions of fome of the Hates; 
would alfo be an cffe&ual fecurity againft revolt. 
If the feverity of their treatment were lcITened, and 
the hope of freedom for them or their pofterity 
were held forth as the reward of good behaviour, 
the Haves would be bound by perfonal intereft to 
be civil, orderly, and induflrious. It has been ar¬ 
gued, that they are not qualified to enjoy theblef- 
fings of freedom, even under a gradual emancipa¬ 
tion: but are they not rational creatures, and why 
will not the fame methods which have civilized 
others, in the courfc of time alfo civilize them ? 
A principal mean of effe£ling this purpofe, would 
be to inffruft them in the duties and obligations 
of religion, morality, and focial juftice. We find 
that the cultivated inhabitants of different countries 
and evert the individuals of the fame country, have 
very different ideas on thefe fubje&s. Is it there¬ 
fore to be wondered at that the poor illiterate 
blacks, who are fo little inftru&ed in the princi¬ 
ples of Chriftianity, and ftrangers to the refined 
fentiments which refult from education; is it, we 
alk, to be wondered at, that they are fufceptible of 
error and delufion ? 

Fellow citizens of the fouthern Hates! we invite 
your calm and difpafftonate attention to the fub- 
jeft; and, with the aid of that Being to whom wc 
mull look for inftru&ion in this, as in all our other 
undertakings, we firmly trull that you will be ena¬ 
bled to devife fuch meafures as may terminate in 
your own peace, and fecurity, and the benefit of 
that unfortunate race whofe miferies excite our 
fympathy, and the improvement of whofe fituation 
is the objeft of our anxious folicitude and care. 
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Another fubjcct that requires general attention, 
is the inhuman crime of kidnapping, which, in 
1‘omc parts of our country, has recently increafcd 
to an alarming degree. The friends of liberty 
view with horror the perpetuation of this abomi¬ 
nable praftice, and the holders of flaves have no 
fccurity for them, as property, during its continu¬ 
ance. There is therefore a common interdt in the 
removal of the grievance; and we confidently look 
for the affiflance of the humane of all deferiptions 
iu detecting and bringing to punifhmcnt, thefe 
fhamelefs violations of the rights of their fellow 
men. 

It is alfn a lamentable fact, that notwithflanding 
the general repugnance of all well difpofed citizens 
to any further importation of Africans into this 
country, or concern in the infamous commerce in 
the peribns of our fellow creatures, not with (land¬ 
ing the prohibitions of the laws of moft of the 
Hates on this fubjed, and the Uriel inftructions of 
thofe of the general government, upwards of two 
hundred vcffels, belonging to our own citizens, arc 
employed in the purchafe and tranfportation of 
flaves from Africa to the Weft-Indies, and the 
fouthern parts of this country. 

The rage for this traffic is fo far extended by 
avarice, that many perfons have rifqued their all 
in its purfuit; and it fecins that nothing can Hop the 
cruel and difgraceful enormities which are thus 
committed, in violation of the dictates of human¬ 
ity, and the laws and policy of our country, but 
a more general activity and exertion on the part 
of good citizens, in the difeovery and profecution 
of the offenders. So large a number of vcffels arc 
fitted out for this trade, and lent to the coaft of 
Africa from the eaflcrn flatcs, that we arc induced 
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earnefldy to call on our brethren of thofe parts, 
to aid in its fuppreflion; and furely as they have 
done away the evil of pcrfonal flavery among them- 
lelves, they cannot want inducements to enforce 
the laws againft fuch of their citizens as fet them 
at defiance, by purfuing a prohibited commerce, 
as fhocking to the feelings of every benevolent 
mind, as it is oflenfive in the eyes of the Almighty 
Ruler of the univerfc. 

Finally, fellow citizens! as you value your own 
peace and that of your families; the quiet and fe- 
curity of our country; the obligations of our holy 
religion; and the favor of anoverrulingProvidence; 
let us entreat you to enter into the confideration 
of the fubjcfts now fubmitted to you. Aflift in 
mitigating the prcfcnt ills of perfonal flavery, by 
an amelioration of the fituation of flaves; lay 
the foundation for an eventual extinction of the 
mighty evil throughout our land; commence a de¬ 
termined oppofition to the wicked infractions of 
jufticc and the laws of our country; and may the 
Divine blefling attend you, in every attempt that 
you may be encouraged to make, for the good of 
vour fellow men. 


George Williams was appointed to aflift the Se¬ 
cretary in examining the minutes, in order to re¬ 
port at next fitting any bufmelis which may appear 
to be unfinilhed. 

Adjuirned. to four o'clock this afternoon. 
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June ftxtb ,—4 o'clocks P. M. 

The Convention met. 

Prefent: 

Richard Hartfhorne, Prefulcnt. 

Adrian Hageman, Walter Franklin, 

Nehemiah Allen, Samuel Bettle, 

Daniel D. Waters, George Williams, 

Thomas Clement, John Vaughan, 

Robert Smith, junior, Cyrus Newlin, 

Thomas Harrifon, John R. Fairlamb, 

James Milnor, Othniel Alfop. 

Report being made that the only unfinilhed bu- 
finefs which appeared on the minutes, was the pro* 
pofed addrefs to therefpe&ive Abolition Societies; 
and an eflfay being produced, it was twice read, 
confidered by paragraphs,and with fome alteration? 
agreed to as follows:— 

To the Society for promoting 

the Abolition of Slavery . 

THE feventh Convention of Delegates from the 
fcveral Abolition Societies in the United States, 
now addrefs you on the fubjeft of their appoint¬ 
ment. The concord and reciprocity of fentiment 
Vhich have attended our proceedings, will, we truft, 
have a happy influence on the caufe in which we 
are engaged, and aid in advancing the great in- 
tereftt 01 humanity and freedom. 
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The work which we have undertaken is not of 
a light and trivial nature. It is, on the contrary, 
one of the utinoft magnitude and importance. 
To remove the foul blot which now ftains our 
country, to break the chains with which fo many 
of our degraded fellow creatures are fettered, and 
to qualify them for the ftation for which a benefi¬ 
cent Creator defigned them, are labours requiring 
the vigorous efforts,—the unremitting and perfe- 
vering endeavours of every friend to mankind 
throughout the world. We, therefore, earneftly 
entreat that the caufe may not be fullered to Hum¬ 
ber in your hands, but that every favorable oppor¬ 
tunity may be eagerly embraced of promoting the 
work of gradual emancipation. 

The fubjeft of the education of the blacks has 
claimed a (hare of our confideration. It is an ob- 
jc& of fo much intcrcll that we cannot too often 
bring it into view. To adopt the language of the 
Convention of 1795, “ when we have reltored the 
“ African to the enjoyment of his rights, the great 
“ work of juflicc and benevolence is not accom- 
“ plifhed—The new born citizen muff receive that 
“ inffru&ion and thofe powerful impreffions of 
“ moral and religious truth which will render him 
“ capable and defirous of fulfilling the various 
“ duties he owes to himfelf and to his country.” 
On this point we particularly refer you to the fen* 
timents fo forcibly expreffed in the addreffes of 
preceding conventions, and we ftrenuoully urge a 
ftrid compliance with the recommendations therein 
contained. 

The great increafe of the pra&ice of kidnapping, 
in defiance of every principle of moral and legal 
obligation, induces us preffmgly to recommend the 
moff earned endeavours to root out the enormous 
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evil. In this indance there will be lefs to combat 
tjjan on the general principle; the /lave holders 
themfclves being intereded in preventing this ad¬ 
dition to the many calamities infli&ed on the un¬ 
fortunate blacks. 

With feelings of forrow and regret, we learn 
that the horrid trade to Africa for (laves is dill 
continued by many of our fellow citizens. The 
hearts of thofe who can contemplate this fubjett 
without emotion mull indeed be deditute of every' 
fentiment of tendernefs. It feems fcarccly poftible 
that men accuftomed to the enjoyment of liberty, 
and partaking of the blcllings of a free govern¬ 
ment fhould fo far difregard the rights of humanity 
as to engage in fo diabolical a commerce. The faft 
however, incredible as it may feem, certainly cx- 
ifts and to a very alarming extent, particularly irl 
the eaflern dates; wc wi(h to aroufe your >:cal on 
the occafion and to incite your diligence and acti¬ 
vity in carrying into rigorous execution the laws 
of the dates and of the general government agaitid 
fuch atrocious offenders. 

The feveral Societies having expreffed them- 
felvcs favorable to the adoption of a conditution 
for the government of future conventions, we have 
made it a fubjett of our deliberations and being of 
opinion that the meafure would be attended with 
considerable advantages we have agreed on a plan 
which we (hall forward to you. The provifionj 
of this indrument you will obferve are of as ge¬ 
neral a nature as its objeCls would admit, and we 
hope it will prove acceptable to our conditucnts. 
If its prefent form fhould be approved you will be 
aware of the nccedity of its fpeedy ratification. 
From the difficulty of framing a work of this kind, 
and accommodating it to the wifhes and fentiments 
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of every individual, it is hoped that verbal criti- 
cifms and alterations of an unimportant nature will 
be avoided; this point however we fubmit to your 
prudent confideration and decifion. Should you 
think proper to adopt it we requeft your aid in 
eftablifhing the contemplated fund. 

As numerous mifreprefentations of the views of 
our inftitutions have gone abroad, and as the un- 
happy attempt at infurre&ion on the part of fome 
of the blacks in the fouthern ftates, has been cal¬ 
led in aid of thefe mifreprefentations by the enemies 
of liberty, and lefl'ened the a&ivity of fome of its 
friends, wc have judged it prudent to publifh an 
addrefs to our fellow citizens, copies whereof will 
be tranfmitted to you; you will obferve from a 
perufal of its contents that its object isalfo to bear 
our teftimony, and produce individual exertion 
againft the abominable practice of kidnapping and 
the cruel trade to Africa, which, as before ob- 
ferved, ftill difgrace our country. We anticipate 
the fatisfaclion of your approval of this meafure, 
and invite your afliflance by every means in your 
power, in giving it general circulation. 

We have had our attention drawn to a fubjett, 
believed by our predeceflors to be of confiderable 
importance to the work of emancipation; thepro- 
je£i of forming a hiflory of flavery in the United 
States. With a view of forwarding this defign, 
we have appointed a committee to examine and 
arrange the various papers and documents hereto¬ 
fore received by the fevcral Conventions; to pre¬ 
pare an analyfis of their contents, and to report 
the fame with fuch other information as they may 
be enabled to obtain, to the enfuing Convention. 
We requeft you to examine the minutes and ad- 
dreftes heretofore tranfmitted, for the purpofe of 
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afccrtaining how far the rcquifitions of former 
Conventions have been complied with on your 
part, and if any information connected with the 
objcft in view remains to be afforded, a benefit 
will arife from its fpeedy communication to the 
committee, and if individuals friendly to the caufe, 
be poffefled of any important documents relating 
to this fubjett, the committee will no doubt make 
a proper ufe of any information with which they 
may be favored. 

It appearing that a change of the time of meet¬ 
ing in Convention, would be more generally con¬ 
venient, we have concluded that the next meeting 
fhalf be held on the fecond Monday in January, 
1803. 

Refolvcd, That the above addrefs be figned by 
the Prefident, attefted by the Secretary, and copies 
forwarded to the fevcral focieties throughout the 
United States. 

Refolvcd, That James Milnor, Samuel Bettle, 
Walter Franklin, George Williams, and Othniel 
Alfop be a committee to fuperintend the publica¬ 
tion of the minutes, addrefies, and form of Con- 
flitution of this Convention, to tranfmit the fame 
to the different Societies; and to give thematleafl 
three months notice of the time of meeting of the 
next Convention. 

Rcfolved, That fifteen hundred copies of the 
proceedings of the Convention be printed, and 
diftributea amongft the feveral Abolition Societies 
in the United States. 

And that fifteen copies of the minutes of each 
of the feveral Conventions, be bound together, and 
diflributed in the fame manner. 
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Refolved, That five thoufand copies of the ad- 
drefs to the people of the United States be printed 
and fent to the feveral Abolition Societies, to be 
diftributed in fuch manner as they may dirett. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this Convention 
be prefented to the Common Council of the city 
of Philadelphia, for the ufeof theit Chamber, du¬ 
ring the prefent fitting. 

ADJOURNED SINE DIE. 

Publijhed by order of the Convention. 

Othniel Aliop, Semtary . 
Philadelphia, June 6th. 1801. 
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APPENDIX. 


By an aft of the Legiflature of the State of 
New-York, patted the eighth of April, 1801, it 
is enafted:— 

That every negro, mulatto or meftee, within 
the ftate, who at the time of the patting the aft was 
a (lave for life, (hall continue fuch, unlefs manu¬ 
mitted according to law. The baptizing of any 
Have, fliall not be deemed to be a manumiffion of 
fuch flavc. 

Slaves under fifty years of age may be manu- 
matted by the owners of them, on obtaining a 
certificate from the Over leers of the Poor of the 
city or town where fuch owner refides, or the 
major part of them, or if in the cities of New- 
York or Albany, by the Mayor and Recorder of 
the faid cities refpeftively, that fuch flaves appear 
to be under the age of fifty years, and of fufficient 
ability to provide for themfelvcs, and having fuch 
certificate regiftered in the office of the Clerk of 
fuch city or town, fuch certificate or the regiftry 
thereof, fliall be condufive evidence of the fafts 
therein contained and forever exonerate the own- 
ers and their reprefentatives from the maintenance 
of fuch flaves; flaves may be manumitted in like 
manner by will. In cafe of the refufal of the 
Overfcers or of the Mayor and Recorder to grant 
fuch certificate, the owner may apply to the Court 
of the General Sclfions of the Peace, who are au¬ 
thorized to grant the certificate. 

Or they may be manumitted at any age by laft 
will or otnenvife, but the owners and their repre- 
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fentatives, unlefs fuch certificate as aforefaid be 
obtained, fliall refpeftively be liable for their main¬ 
tenance. 

Allmanumidionsof flaves, madebeforcthe ninth 
of March one thoufand feven hundred and ninety- 
eight, although not in drift conformity to the datutes 
then in force relating to fuch manumiflions, fliall 
be valid from the time the fame were made, but the 
owners of flaves fo manumitted and their repre- 
fentatives fliall be liable for the maintenance of fuch 
flaves, in cafe of their becoming chargeable. 

No flave to be brought into the date by any per- 
fon not intending to refide permanently therein, 
nor unlefs he fliall have refided without the (late 
and have owned fuch flave at lead during one year 
preceding his bringing in, and every perfon im¬ 
porting or bringing any fuch flave, fliall within 
one year thereafter, makeoath oraffirmation before 
a Magidrate of the above fafts, and a certificate 
figned by the faid Magidrate of fuch oath or affirm¬ 
ation, fliall, within one month after the making 
thereof, be filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
city or county wherein the perfon importing fuch 
flave fliall refide, and if any perfon fliall bring or 
import any flave contrary to the intent and meaning 
of the aft, or being permitted by the fame to im¬ 
port or bring fuch flave into the date, (hall negleft 
to make fuch oath, and file fuch certificate, then 
every fuch flave fliall be free. 

Any perfon who fliall fell as a flave or transfer for 
any period whatever, any perfon who fliall, after 
palling of the aft, be imported or brought into the 
date as a flave, and the faftor or agent making 
fuch fale or transfer, fliall be deemed guilty of a 
public offence, and forleit the fum of two hundred 
^nd fifty dollars, to be recovered with cods of fuit. 
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one half to the Treafurer of the ftate for the ufe 
of the people, and the other half to the perfons 
fuing for the fame, and every perfon fo imported 
and fold, fliall be free. 

Any perfon exporting or attempting to export 
any flavc or fervant born of a flavc, and made free 
by virtue of the aft, to any place without the 
ftate, except as is therein after provided, and every 
perfon aiding or confenting thereto Hull be deemed 
guilty of a public offence, and forfeit the fum of 
two hundred and fifty dollars, to be recovered and 
paid in the manner above mentioned, and the flave 
or fervant fo exported or attempted to be exported, 
(hall be free. 

Any perfon, not an inhabitant, who (ball be 
travelling to or from, or palling throughthc Hate, 
may bring with him any Have and take fuch 
Have with him from the ftate, and any inha¬ 
bitant of the liate going a journey to any other 
part of the United States, may take any fuch flave 
or fervant as aforefaid, but fuch inhabitant lhall 
bring back every fuch flavc or fervant, and in de¬ 
fault thereof, lhall be deemed to have committed a 
public offence and to have incurred the forfeiture 
laft aforefaid, unlefs lie or flic fliall within fix 
months after his or her return make proof to the 
fatisfa&ion of a Judge, Mayor, or Recorder of 
the city or county wherein he or flic lhall refide, 
that fuch Have or fervant could not be brought 
back by reafon of fome unavoidable accident, and 
unlefs a certificate of fuch proof, figned by the 
Magiftrale, fliall be forthwith filed in the office of 
the Clerk of the city or town in which fuch inha¬ 
bitant /hall refide; and every perfon who /hall have 
refided one year within the itate, and fliall be about 
to remove permanently therefrom, may carry with 
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him every fuch flave as (hall have been his propci- 
ty during one year then next preceding, pro¬ 
vided that fatisfattory proof be made before the 
proper Magiftrate of the above circiftnflances, and 
a licence be obtained to carry fuch Have out of the 
ftate, and every mafter of a veffel receiving any 
flave, for the purpofc of carrying him out of the 
ftate without fuch licence as aforefaid, (hall be 
deemed guilty of a public offence, and forfeit the 
fum of two hundred and fifty dollars for every 
flave fo received, to be recovered and paid in the 
manner above mentioned. 

Every child born of a flave within the ftate, after 
the fourth day of July in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine, (hall be 
free, but (hall remain the fervant of the owner ©f 
his or her mother, and the executors or adminif- 
trators of fuch owner in the fame manner as if 
bound to fervice by the Overfecrs of the Poor, 
and (hall continue in fuch fervice if a male until 
the age of twenty-eight years, if a female until 
the age of twenty-five years. 

Every inhabitant entitled to the fervice of p 
child born after the faid fourth day of July, (hall 
within nine months after the birth of fuch child, 
caufe to be delivered to the Clerk of the city or 
town whereof he (hall be an inhabitant, a certifi¬ 
cate in writing of his name and addition, and the 
name, age and fex of the child, which certificate 
(hall be recorded, and the record thereof be good 
evidence of the age of the child, the neglctt to 
deliver fuch certificate within nine months, (hall 
incur a forfeiture of five dollars, and the further 
fum of one dollar for every month of fuch nc- 

gica. 
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The perfon entitled to the fervice of any child 
born as aforefuid, may within one year after its 
birth, ele£t to abandon his right, on filing a noti¬ 
fication thereof with the Clerk of the city or town 
in which he fhall refide, but muff maintain fuch 
child until it arrive to the age of one year, and 
thereafter it fhall be confidered as a pauper, and 
liable to be maintained and bound out by the 
Ovcrfeers of the Poor; the omiffion to notify fuch 
abandonment, fhall be confidered as an election to 
retain the fervice of the child and render its mailer 
liable for its maintenance, until the period to which 
its fervitude is limited as aforefaid. 

All perfons heretofore manumitted by the flate, 
and formerly the flaves of perfons whofe eflates 
have been confifcatcd or forfeited, and were flaves 
at the time of fuch confifcation or forfeiture, and 
then and fince refided and flill refide within the 
flate, and arc unable to fupport themfelves, fhall 
be maintained as paupers by the Overfeers of the 
Poor of the proper city or town, at the expence 
of the flate. 

Any perfon permiting his flave or fervant to 
beg of others victuals or other nccefTaries, fhall for¬ 
feit twenty-five dollars for every fuch offence, one 
half to be paid to the profecutor and the refidue to 
the Ovcrfeers of the Poor. 

If any perfon fhall by fraud or collufion fell 
or pretend to fell or difpofe of any aged or infirm 
flave to any perfon unable to maintain fuch flave, 
he fhall forfeit the fum of fifty dollars for each 
offence and fhall be clcemed the owner of fuch flave 
and fuch fale or difpofition fhall be void. 

Any perfon employing, harbouring, concealing 
or entertaining any flave or fervant knowing him 
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to belong to any other perfon, without the content 
of the owner, fhall forfeit to fuch owner the fum 
of twelve dollars and fifty-cents for every twenty- 
fefur hours, and in that proportion for a greater 
or lefs time not exceeding the value of the flave 
or of the fervice ofthe fervant, andanyperfonguilty 
of harbouring, entertaining or concealing, or aflifl- 
ing to convey away any flave or fervant, who fhall 
be loft or die, fhall forfeit to the owner the value of 
the flave or of the fervice of the fervant. 

Any perfon trading or traficking with a flave 
or fervant, cither in buying or felling without the 
confcnt of the owner, inaftcr or miflrcfs, fhall for 
every offence forfeit treble the value of the article 
fobought or fold, and alfo the fum of twelve dollars 
and fifty cents to the owner of the flave or fervant, 
and every contraft ib made with fuch flave or 
fervant fhall be void. 

Any perfbn felling rum or other ftrong liquor 
to any flave or fervant without the confcnt of his 
owner, mafler or miflrcfs, fhall forfeit for every 
fuch offence the fum of five dollars, to be recovered 
in the name of the owner, and one half thereof 
fhall be paid to the Overfeers of the Poor. 

If any perfon fhall by theft or trcfpafs committed 
by a flave or fervant fuftain damage to the value 
of twelve dollars and fifty cents or under, the own¬ 
er, mafter or miflrcfs of the flave or fervant fhall 
be liable to make fatisfh&ionfor the fame to the par¬ 
ty injured. 

Any flave ftriking a white perfon may, on proof 
of the fame by the oath of fuch perfon, be commit¬ 
ted by a Juftice of the Peace, and be tried and pu- 
nifhea as in the cafes of petit larceny, but in all other 
cafes fhall have the privilege of trial by Jury. 
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No Have (hall be a witnefs in any cafe except 
for or againft another (lave in criminal cafes. 

Where any (lave lhall hereafter be convi&ed 
of any crime not punifhable with death or impri. 
fonment in the (late prifon for life, his matter or 
miftrefs may caufe him to be tranfported out of the 
ftate, provided that the Court before which fuch 
convi&ion may be had, (hall previoufly certify 
that the crime is of fuch a nature, that tranfporta- 
tion would be a proper punifliment and that tljc 
court may alfo inflict fuch other punifhment as 
from the nature of the offence and the epurfe rf, 
the law they may judge proper. 


$><■ 
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MINUTES 


or THE 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE EIOHTH 

Convention of Delegates. 


January tenth , 1803 . 

THIS being the day appointed for the meeting of 
the Convention of Delegates from the feveral Abo. 
lition Societies in the United States,—a number of 
reprefentatives attended in the chamber of the Seleft 
Council,—when it appeared, from the credentials 
produced, that the New-York Society had appointed 
Matthew Franklin, Jofeph Conllant, Henry Poll, jr. 
George Newbold, and Chriftopher M. Slocum. 

The New-Jerfey Society,—Richard Hartfhorne, 
Clement Hall, Amos Cooper, Gerfhom Craft, Jo- 
fiah Reeve, William Newbold, and John Grifcom. 

The Pennfylvania Society,—George Williams, 
James Milnor, Samuel Bcttlc, Walter Franklin, 
George Vaux, Samuel Powel Griffitts, and Thomas 
P. Cope* 
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The Delaware Society,—Csefar Auguftus Rodney, 
Janies Brian, and Edward Gilpin.— 

Of whom the following were prefent, viz. 

Jofeph Conftant, 

Henry Poll, junior, 

George Newbold, 

Chriftopher M. Slocum, 

Clement Hall, 

Jofiah Reeve, 

John Grifcom, V Newjerfey, 

Gerfliam Craft, 

Amos Cooper, J 



George Williams, 
James Milnor, 
Walter Franklin, 
Thomas P. Cope, 


Pennfylvani *. 


James Bryan, }> Delaware . 

It being fuggefted that there probably would be a 
more numerous reprefentation to-morrow, it wa* 
agreed to adjourn till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


January eleventh , 1803 . 
Convention met purfuant to adjournment, 
Prefent:— 

Jofeph Conflant, Amos Cooper, 

Henry Port, junior, George Williams, 

George Newbold, James Milnor, 

Chriftopher M. Slocum, Walter Friuiklin, 
Clement Hall, George Vaux, 

Gerfham Craft, Thomas P. Cope, 

Jofiah Reeve, Jamei Brian. 

John Grifcom, 
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The Convention proceeded to the choice of a 
Prefident and Secretary, when Walter Franklin wa* 
duly ele&ed Prefident, and Henry Poll, junior, Se¬ 
cretary. 

John Rafield was appointed Door-keeper. 

The following communications from the Societies 
of New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania and Dela¬ 
ware were prefented and read.— 

Report of “ The New-York Society for pro¬ 
moting the manumission of Slaves, and 
protecting such of them as have been or 
may be liberated.’' 

To the Convention of Delegates from the fcvcral Abo¬ 
lition Societies in the United States , to be held at Phi¬ 
ladelphia , on the fccond Monday of January next . 


W E have received with much fatisfa&ion the ac¬ 
count of the proceedings of the lad Convention of 
Delegates, and have bellowed an early and ferious 
attention on the feveral obje&s recommended in their 
Circular Addrefs. 

Deeply imprefied with the juftice and magnitude 
of the caufe in which we have been fo long engaged, 
we (hall not relax our efforts until they are crowned 
with complete fuccefs. Confcious of the purity and 
re&itude of our motives, we (hall purfue, with una¬ 
bated zeal, the path of our duty, uninfluenced by 
the cenfures or mifreprefentations of the interefled 
and prejudiced foes of our affociation; convinced that 
while we continue by all lawful and proper means to 
promote the gradual emancipation of the unhappy 
race of Africans who are enflaved amongfl us, and 
to raife them to an equal participation o? the right* 
and benefits of political Society, we (hall receive the 
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approbation of the enlightened and finccre friends 
to the happinefs of mankind. 

Early fenfible of the neceflity of imparting ufeful 
knowledge to the free blacks, that they may be in¬ 
duced to improve, and not to abufe, the advantages 
of their new condition, we have been unceafingly 
attentive to the means of their education. 

It is now about fifteen years fince the firfl inflitu- 
tion of the African free School in this city. From a 
fmall beginning it has gradually progrdfed to its 
prefent flourifhing and refpedable date. It confifts 
of about one hundred and thirty children of both 
fexes, who are taught reading, writing and arith¬ 
metic, and the females are further inftruded in needle 
work and knitting. Already in various inftances 
have the happy effeds of this cflablilhment been ma- 
nifefted in the fuperior good condud of thofe who 
have enjoyed the benefits of inftrudion which it has 
afforded. 

A flight acquaintance with the fprings of human 
adion, is fufiicient to convince us, that whatever 
tends to expand and elevate the mind, to excite and 
cherifh a love of reputation, and a due regard to the 
opinion of mankind, muff be favorable to the growth 
and prefervation of thofe virtuous habits, which en¬ 
grafted on found religious principles form the fureft 
barrier againfl the encroachments of vice. Many 
among the free blacks as among the whites, whofe 
education has been alike negleded, are incorrigibly 
vicious and depraved. And we ought not to be dif- 
couraged or furprized, even if the number of bad 
charaders among the former fhould exceed thofe to 
be found among the latter. Nor does it become us 
to (ligmatise or reproach the blacks, for vices which 
are chiefly produced by that ftate to which our in¬ 
jure has reduced them. We ought rather to re- 
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double our exertions to repair the wrongs we have 
inflicted on them, and remove as far as poflible all 
the evil confequences of Slavery. 

Three other Schools have been for fome time 
opened in this city for the inftrudion of people of 
color, the teachers in which receive a compenfation 
from thofe who fend their children. This is a further 
proof of their growing fenfe of the advantages of 
Education. 

The increafe of the number of free-holders among 
the free blacks is an evidence of the progrefs of in- 
duftry, fobriety, and economy, and ftrengthens the 
hope, that they will gradually emerge from their 
degraded condition, to ufcfulnefs and refpe&ability. 

The deteflable pra&ice of kidnapping, which vio- 
lates every principle of morality and law, through 
the exertions of the Society has been diminifhed, and 
no efforts will be wanting on our part, effectually to 
deftroy a practice, which outrages all the rights and 
feelings of humanity. 

Our attention has lately been called to a new mode 
of removing blacks from this (late, by perfons from 
the fouthern dates, who claim them under the fugi¬ 
tive ad. Thefe claims where they were unfounded 
or doubtful, or attended with circumftances of pe¬ 
culiar hardship and oppredion, have in feveral in¬ 
dances, been defeated, by the interpofftion of the 
Society. 

That many of our Citizens fhould be fo deaf to 
the voice of reafon and humanity, fo regardlefs of 
the laws of their country, and of public opinion, 
as to engage in the Slave Trade, is indeed, matter 
of adoniftiment and regret. We feel it mod ftrongly 
our duty, and it is the duty of every friend to virtue 
and his country, to ufe every means to deted and 
bring to punilhment thefe fhamelefs and unprincipled 
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offenders. In two or three cafes where there were 
ftrong fufpicions that the vcflcls were intended to 
trade in flaves, the owners, by the application of the 
Society, were obliged to give bonds as preferibed 
by the aft of the United States. In one inftance the 
yeflel was libelled, but the Court decided againft the 
libellants, though fuch proof of the intention of the 
defendant came out on the trial, that the Attorney 
of the dirt rid entered an appeal. 

No alteration has been made, in the laws of this 
Hate refpeding ilavery, fince our lad report. By 
the operation of the law as it now (lands, Ilavery in 
a few years will wholly difappear from New-York. 
By the late cenfus there were found to be fifteen thou- 
fand fix hundred and two Haves, and about eight 
thoufand free blacks in this (late. 

As the mod effedual mode of difleminating the 
Addrefs of the Convention to the Citizens of the 
United States, we have caufcd it to be publilhcd in 
our News-papers, and we hope it may make thofe 
falutary impreffions on the minds of the people which 
it was intended to produce. 

We have deliberately confidered the plan of a 
Conftitution for the Convention which has been pro- 
pofed, and have agreed to ratify it. By our Dele¬ 
gates we (hall tranfmit two hundred dollars towards 
dlablifliing the intended fund. 

We have recurred to the addrefles and requifitjons 
of former Conventions, and find that we have given 
all the attention in our power to the different objects 
recommended to our notice. In the reports we have 
made, and the documents accompanying them, will 
be found all the information which this Society is 
able to communicate, in aid of the propofed hiftory 
of Slavery in the United States. Should, however, 
iny thing hereafter occur as worthy the attention of 
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the compiler, it (hall be tranfmitted to the committee 
appointed for that purpofe. 

The names of the officers of this Society at prefent 
are,—Willet Seaman, Prefident; James Robertfon, 
Firft Vice-Prefident; Samuel Bowne, Second Vice- 
Prefident; Eliffia W. King, Secretary} Henry Poft, 
junior, Affiftant Secretary; John Murray, junior, 
Treafurer; Willet Hicks, Regifter; Adrian Hegeman, 
Chairman of the Standing Committee; Matthew 
Franklin, Secretary; Samuel Bowne, Chairman of 
the Board of Truftees of the School, Andrew Cock, 
Secretary; Alexander Hamilton, Peter Jay Munro, 
Daniel D. Tompkins, and Peter A* Jay, Counfellors; 
Robert Bowne, Chairman of the Committee of Cor* 
refpondence, and George Newbold, Secretary. 

The following perfons have been elected to repre- 
fent this Society in the enfuing Convention, viz.— 
Matthew Franklin, Jofeph Conflant, George New- 
bold, Henry Poft, junior, and Chriftopher M. Slo¬ 
cum.— 

Willet Seaman , President. 

Attest,— 

Elisha TV . King , Sec’jr. 


To the Convention of Delegates from the different Abo* 
lition Societies in the United States to be held at 
Philadelphia , in the Firjt month, (January,) next 
enfuing . 

Cordially difpofed to 'co-operate in any mea* 
fare which may contribute to the furtherance of the 
great object for which we have affociated, and be¬ 
lieving that annual Conventioni compofed of Dele- 
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gates from various parts of the Union, may be emi¬ 
nently productive of good, we have appointed Rich¬ 
ard Uartshorne, Clement Hall, Amos Cooper, Ger- 
fhom Craft, Jofiah Reeve, William Newbold, and 
John Grifcom our reprefentatives to the next Con¬ 
vention. 

The expediency of annual Conventions being thus 
admitted, the neceflity of fome form of a Conftitution 
for their government, in our eftimation follows of 
courfe:—We have therefore, as far as it refpe&s 
ourfelves, fully ratified the Conftitution agreed to by 
the laft Convention; we have likewife concurred in 
the propriety of eftablilhing a Fund to be at the dif- 
pofal of that body, and have authorized our Dele¬ 
gates to draw upon the Treafurer for one hundred 
dollars, which they are to prefent as our contribution 
thereto, provided the propefed conftitution be gene¬ 
rally approved and carried into effeCl. 

Although the work of emancipation within our 
borders has not very confpicuoufly advanced fince 
our laft report, yet exertions have been made in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the State, and there is reafon to con¬ 
clude that the clouds of prejudice are gradually yield¬ 
ing to the light of reafon, and the impulfes of hu¬ 
manity. Animated by this profpeft, we were encou¬ 
raged to believe, that it would be feafonable again to 
addrefs our Legifiative Body, and have accordingly 
prepared a memorial to be prefented at the next 
iefiion. 

A number of cafes of negroes claiming their free¬ 
dom are now under care of the afting committees j 
fome of them very important; in behalf of which, 
feveral fuits have been commenced, and are now 1 
pending, and die cafe has recently terminated favour¬ 
ably, by which a woman and five children have been 
let free. 
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A Society has lately been eftabliffied at Trenton, 
under the denomination of the “ Trenton affociation 
for promoting the Abolition of Slavery;” faid Society 
by requcft, has been admitted as a conftituent branch 
of this; an occurence which we contemplate with 
peculiar fatisfa&ion, and cannot but hope that very 
important advantages will refult from it. Its central 
fituation at the feat of government, and efpecially its 
contiguity to that part of the State where the aid of 
fuch inflitutions is moft needed, we apprehend juftify 
the expectations we have formed. 

The printed copies forwarded to this fociety of the 
Convention’s addrcfs to the Citizens of the United 
States, have been carefully diftributed, and the infer- 
tion of it in feveral of the‘News-papers of this State, 
obtained by requeft of the Society. 

Fully concurring in the fentiments expreffed by 
the Convention on the fubjeCt of the education of the 
blacks, we fhould be glad was it in our power to fay 
that the interefting work was in a profperous fitua¬ 
tion : but although it is a matter which we have much 
at heart, difficulties of many kinds confpire to impede 
its progrefs; yet we have been gratified in perceiv¬ 
ing fome ‘encouraging proofs of the good effefts of 
individual exertions in this line in various neigh¬ 
bourhoods. 

It is lamentable indeed, that the diabolical prac" 
tice of kidnapping, fhould find any adherents, and 
we are forry to find that even in this ftate, fome 
daring attempts of the kind have been difeovered. In 
one inftance where a number of blacks were forced 
away and carried into the ftate of Georgia; meafures 
have been taken to bring the perpetrators to juftice: 
and in another in which a perfon from a neighbouring 
ftate, by arts of diffimulation bad nearly accomplifhed 
his purpofc of evading the law, and carrying off 
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feveral blacks: the fcheme was happily fruflrated by 
the timely interference of feveral fpirited individuals, 
members of this fociety. 

No indance has come to our Knowledge of any 
in this date being concerned in that (hocking com¬ 
merce,—the trade to Africa for (laves:—fhould there 
be any, we trud we (hall not be wanting in vigilance 
to fearch out and dete& them. 

That part of the addrefs which relates to the pro- 
jeft of forming a hidory of flavery in the United 
States was given in charge to a Committee, who 
were to colled* and prepare fuch materials as it 
might be in their power to obtain; nothing however 
has yet been reported by them. 

We conclude with defires that a full reprefenta- 
tion of the different Abolition Societies may take 

{ >lace at the approaching Convention, and that its 
abours may be crowned with unanimity and ufe- 
fulnefs. 

Signed on behalf of a General Meeting of “ The 
New-Jerfey Society for promoting the gradual Abo¬ 
lition of Slavery,” held at Burlington the fixth day 
of the Ninth month 1802,—by 

Robert Smith , junior , Sec’y- 


TV the Convention of Delegate 1 from the feveral So - 
cieties injlituted for promoting the Abolition of 
Slavery . 

A.NXIOUS tnat nothing may be wanting, which 
oepende upon this Society to promote the great 
work of the emancipation of the African race, we 
have appointed George Williams, James Milnor, Sa- 
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muel Bcttle, Walter Franklin, George Vaux, Sa¬ 
muel Powel Griffitts, and Thomas P. Cope to repre¬ 
sent us in the Convention of Delegates from the 
feveral Abolition Societies to be held in this city on 
the tenth instant, and we earncftly wifh that the la¬ 
bours of thefe alfociations may, eventually be pfo- 
duftive of fuccefs; but that which is of theffrft 
magnitude in our view, is to qualify thofe whoare 
releafed from bondage, (and cfpecially the youiger 
part of them) to become really good and ufefulciti- 
zens; this defirable objeft has called for, and recived 
the unremitted attention of this Society. 

To prevent the disgraceful and inhuman peftice 
of kidnapping, (which it appears from fevCtal at¬ 
tempts lately detected, is carried to a confiderable 
extent,) we have committees under appointment, 
who, we believe, maintain a due attention to thtir 
duties, but we deem it proper that this fubjeft (hoiM 
be prefented to your view, as claiming the moll aftire 
vigilance of every advocate for the caufe of juftict; 
and the welfare of fociety. 

The caufes heretofore mentioned as depending in 
our courts, relative to the unlawful tralHck in Haves, 
are alfo under the care of a committee, but remain 
yet undecided. 

We have nothing new to communicate concerning 
the free people of color; there continue to be many 
inftances of exemplary conduct among them, tho* 
we do not apprehend that on the whole there is much 
improvement in their moral conduft fince laft ac¬ 
count; refpe&ing the education of their youth, no 
material alteration has taken place, but two of our 
deceafed friends have left us by will liberal benefac¬ 
tions, one of them having bequeathed one thoufand 
pounds and the other one thoufand dollars, which, 
when received, will enable us confiderably to extend 
the benefits of our prefent eftabli&ments. 
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We have agreed to the Conftitution defigned for 
the government of future Conventions, and propofe 
an amendment which our Delegates wiil communi¬ 
cate. If the conftitution ftiould be generally adopted, 
tlis Society will cheerfully contribute fuch propor- 
tim of the funds which may be wanted as fhall ap¬ 
pear juft. 

Annexed is a lift of the prefent officers of the 
Sodbty, and of the members who have been chofen 
fincelaft report. 

Benjamin Rushy President. 


Attest,— 

Titmthy Paxton, 

John Bacon , 

Philadelphia , Firjl month 3 d. 1803. 


’■} 


Secretaries. 


-4-4-4 44-4»»^)« 


Prefent Officers of the Pennfylvania Society*for pro¬ 
moting the Abolition of Slavery:— 

President , 

Doftor Benjamin Rufh. 
Vice-Presidents , 

Thomas Parker and Robert Patterfon. 


Secretaries , 

Timothy Paxfon and John Bacon. 
Counsellors , 


William Rawle, 
William Lewis, 
John Hallowell, 
Walter Franklin, 
James Milnor, 
jofeph Hopkinfoivi 


Jofeph Hemphill* 
John R. Coates, 
Daniel Smith, 
George Fiftier, 
George Vaux. 
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Electing Committee , 

Jofeph Moore, Ifaac Pearfon, 

Daniel Thomas, Jofeph Price, 

1 hoinas Ilarrifon, Thomas Rogers, 

Solomon White, Samuel Smith, 

Benjamin Kite, Samuel Bettle, 

Jofeph Budd, William IVJafter. 

Members elected since last report , 

Jofiah White of Philadelphia, 

Jofeph Wright, ditto. 

Ephraim Huir.es, ditto. 

Samuel F. Bradford, ditto. 

Jofhua Longstreth, ditto. 

Richard Wevill, ditto. 

Benjamin Williams, ditto. 

Jofeph Trimble, jr. Delaware county, 

John Meredith, ditto. 

Matthias Llewellyn of Philadelphia, 
Ebenezar Clark, ditto. 

John Dorfey, ditto. 

Alexander Shaw, ditto. 

John M. Smith, ditto. 

George Vaux, ditto. 

Jeremiah Warder, junior, ditto. 

Henry Dean, ditto. 

Benjamin Mar/hall, ditto. 

John Sergeant, ditto. 

James Robinfon, junior, ditto. 

Benjamin Rowland Montgomery county, 

1 homas Marfhall Delaware county. 

The following extraft accompanied the above report 
AT an adjourned meeting of the Pennfylvania 
Society for promoting the Abolition of Slavery, held 
the Fourth month lath. i8oa. 
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Resolved, 

That it be recommended to the Convention to be 
held in the Firft month next, to add a third feftion 
to the fourth article of the Conftitution, in the fol¬ 
lowing words, viz. 

III. Copies of the proceedings of every meeting 
of the Convention (hall be fent to the different So¬ 
cieties, as foon as convenient after its rifing. 

Extracted from the minutes, 

John Bacon , Sec’y. 
Philadelphia, Firft month 8 th. 1803. 


T» the convention of Delegates from the different Aboli • 
tion Societies prop fed to be held in the city of Phila - 
delphia on the tenth day of the firjl month , 1803. 

The Delaware Society for promoting the Abolition of 
Slavery report, 

That, concurring with the propriety of holding 
annual Conventions, as a mean of ltrengthening the 
great objeft of our affociation, we appoint Caclar A 
Rodney, James Brian, and Edward Gilpin, to re- 
prefent us in the Convention of Delegates next to be 
holden. 

Since the laft report of this Society to the Conven¬ 
tion, they have maintained the objeft of their affocia¬ 
tion without much vifible change in circumftance or 
difpofition. The general temper of opinion of the 
opulent in this (late, is either oppofed to the generous 
principle of emancipation to the people of color, or 
indifferent to the fuccefs of the work: hence the 
xiiajority of members in our fmall fociety are men 
confined tobuGnefs, and our aftive members are 
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often flraitened for time to fulfil their appoint¬ 
ments. 

The fociety have two fuits now depending at New- 
Cattle, in which they hope the iflue will be favora¬ 
ble to the caufe of humanity; but the attomies in 
the oppofition make fuch fubtle conttrudions of our 
laws, the laws themfelves being unfavorable, and the 
prevailing diipofition of juries unfriendly to our 
caufe, are fuch, that they battle many hopeful cafes. 

There appears to have been twenty-one flaves 
manumitted fince latt report, through the agency of 
the fociety, but not any liberated by legal procefs. 

We have reafon to believe that the nefarious trade 
of kidnapping and fending away flaves, contrary to 
law, is yet fhamefully practifed in this (late; and even 
in cafes of very glaring prefumption of fuch facts, we 
have been unable to obtain evidence that would be 
admitted in court, and obliged to abandon the 
caufe. 

The fociety have no fchool eflablifhed for the edu¬ 
cation of children and people of color; feme atten¬ 
tion, however, is paid thereto by one of our mem¬ 
bers, who teaches on the firtt day of the week, gratis, 
and fome progrefs is made among his pupils. A 
plan, neverthelefs, hath been in agitation with us for 
the better educating people of color, which, if car¬ 
ried into effed, will, we hope, be productive of hap- 
by confequences. 

No periodical difeourfes have yet been eflablifhed. 

One addrefs to the public on the fubjed of flavery, 
hath been prepared, approved by the fociety, and 
publifhed. 

We have unity with the propofal of the Conven¬ 
tion in eftabliihing a general fund to be under their 
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direction ; and are fenfible of its utility in fupporting 
our afioriation, but at prefent are unable to contri¬ 
bute to its eftabiiftiment. 

The fociety have not yet publilhed the laws of this 
ftate relating to people of color, as was expe&ed in 
our laft report. 

A petition to the Legiflature of this (late interced¬ 
ing for the relief and protection of people of color, 
is now in circulation; it is expe&ed numerous figna- 
tures will be obtained thereto, and hopes are enter¬ 
tained that it will meet with a more favourable recep¬ 
tion than Hke petitions heretofore. 

On the 17th. of the Seventh month laft, the pro¬ 
ofed conflitution for the government of future Con- 
Tentions was adopted by this fociety without altera¬ 
tion. 

A committee of this fociety ftands appointed for 
collecting fuch materials as may contribute towards 
compiling of an hiftory of flavery, as propofed to be 
collected by the Convention; they have not yet re¬ 
ported. 

Signed by order, 

Cyrus Newlin , President. 

Zachariah yess , Secretary. 
Wilmingtcn , Twelfth-month nth. 1802. 

Refolved, That the foregoing communications be 
inferred to Jofeph Conftant, George Newbold, John 
Grifcom, Ihomat P. Cope, and James Brian, to 
examine the fame and report to the Convention what 
objeClMvill beproper to engage their attention during 

The committee appointed by the laft Convention 
to examine the papers belonging to them, and to 
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frame an analyfis of their conten t$, made report at 
follows:— 

THE committee appointed by the laft Convene 
tion to examine the papers belonging to them, and to 
Teport an analyfis of their Contents,—Report, 

That they have performed the fervice afligned 
to them, lo far as to examine the faid papers, to ar« 
range them in propar files, and to make an accurate 
lift of the whole fo framed as materially to facilitate 
references to them when neceflary. 

The committee, on an infpe&ion of the paper!, 
were of opinion, that Ihould aperfon be appointed to 
compofe a hiftory of flavery it would moll probably 
be his defire to perufe them carefully himfdf, and it 
was difficult to form an analyfis fumciently accurate 
and comprehenfive without making it nearly as vo¬ 
luminous as the materials on which it would be 
grounded. They hope, therefore, that the courfe 
which they have purfued will be deemed fatisfa&ory. 

James Milnor, 
George ff r illiams % 
Walter Franklin • 

Philadelphia , Firft.month tenth 1803. 

Refolved, That the faid report be referred to 
George Newbold, Gerffiom Craft, and James Mil- 
nor, who are requefted to report the mod eligible 
mode of effecting the compilation of the propofed 
hiftory. 

Adjourned till ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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January twelfth , 1803 . 

The Convention met purfuant to adjournment. 

Preient * 

Jofeph Conftant, Thomas P. Cope, 

George Newbold, George Vaux, 

Amos Copper, James Brian, 

Jofiab Reeve, James Milnor, 

John Grifcom, Walter Franklin, 

George Williams, Henry Poll, junior. 

The Convention were informed that the abfence 
of Richard Hartlhorne, one of the Delegates of the 
New-Jerfey Society, was occafioned by ficknefs in his 
family. 

The committee appointed to report to the Con¬ 
vention the objects proper to engage their attention, 
at the prefent feffion, made the following report:— 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee to whom were referred the feveral 
communications to the Convention, and who were 
charged to report the objefts proper for its delibe¬ 
ration, fubmit the following:— 

That they have examined the addreffes from the 
different Srcieties, and have ban much gratified in 
obfetving the pcrft vering tare to the great objefl of 
emancipation, which are manifefted by thofe Societies 
who have forwarded communications to this Con¬ 
vention But they regret that any cauff (hould ex- 
ift fufficiently powerful to have prevented a delega¬ 
tion from fome focieties who were reprefented in for¬ 
mer Conventions. To whatever circumllatices this 
omiffion may be afrribed, the fa& calls for the folid 
attention, not only of the Convention, but of every 
friend to the freedom and protection of the black* 
throughout the United States. It is by union of 
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aftion, and a fpirited and zealous co-operation alone, 
that we can reasonably hope For ultimate fuccefs in 
the great work in which we are engaged. Imprefled 
with this truth, and ienfible of the benefits which have 
refulted from the circular addrefies of former Con- 
ventions, the committee recommend that fnnilar 
communications be made by this Convention to the 
various Societies in the feveral hares, urging them to 
a more general appointment of Delegates to future 
Conventions. 

The Societies cf New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfyl- 
vania and Delaware, have adopted the C.onftitution 
for the government of future Conventions, and fome 
of the Delegates, it appears, have it in charge to pay 
certain fums towards conftituting a fund to be at the 
difpol'al of the Convention. 

Among the many and interefling obje&s to which 
this fund may be ufefully appropriated, none is per¬ 
haps of more immediate utility, than the granting of 
aid to thofe focietics, who have much to do and are 
weak handed. Independent of the relief which may 
be derived from this fource, the committee alfo re¬ 
commend that, in the contemplated addrefs to the 
focicties, it be propofed to luch of them as are ma¬ 
terially deficient in pecuniary refources, that on oc- 
cafions of extraordinary emergency, they call on the 
more wealthy focietics for that fupport which the 
prefling nature of the cafes may require—and, as to 
proteft the unhappy African in thole rights to which 
the laws of his country may entitle him, the com¬ 
mon wifh and the common obje&of all our exertions, 
it is to be prefumed that when opulent focietics may 
be thus appealed to, by filter aflociations, they wifi 
feel it their duty cheerfully to contribute fuch aid 
as the occafion may render proper, and their cir- 
cumitances will admit, notwithftauding the boon 
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may be bellowed on a fuhjeft without the gengranhi- 
cal limit* of their (late. In whatever portion of the 
union the unhappy negro drags his galling chain, 
and pines under the confuming rigours of fraud, 
snjuftice and violence, thither our efforts fhould be 
dire&ed*Wherever the greateft mafs of good can 
be accomplifhed, there the means fhould be applied. 

It is alfo worthy of confideration, whether it 
would not tend to a more full delegation hereafter, if 
fome portion of the funds of the Convention were 
applied to defray the travelling and incidental ex¬ 
igences of reprefentatives from diflant focieties, whofc 
funds may be inadequate to the expence. 

The committee think it might be ufeful to re¬ 
commend to focieties eftablifhed in Hates in which 
no laws exift for the gradual abolition of flavery, to 
nfe their perfevering exertions to effefl a deOderatum 
fo interefling to humanity, and in which the'welfare 
of the prefent and future generations in the United 
States appears to be fo intimately and deeply involved. 

Whether it may be expedient to addrefs the Legi¬ 
slature of North Carolina, the committee do not un¬ 
dertake to decide, but it may not be impropK. to call 
the attention of the Convention to the fubjefl that 
fuch order may be taken on it as circumftances may 
require. 

1 he proper and judicious culture of the mind, and 
the diffemination of ufeful knowledge, being effential 
to fit man for a Hate of freedom, the committee think 
the Convention cannot too forcibly impreft it on the 
iodeties to caufe fchools to be eftablifhed, wherever 
k is pra&cable, in which the blacks and people of 
color may receive ufeful infirudion. This objed 
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“has met with due attention in fome parts, but in 
others it appears to be either quite negleded, or in a 
very languishing {late. Notwithdanding the vigilance 
of the focieties, and the repeated notice which former 
Conventions have taken of it, the committee perceive, 
with mingled emotions of horror and regret, that the 
wicked pradice of kidnapping, fo difgraceful to the 
perpetrators, and fo infulting to every feeling of hu¬ 
manity, dill prevails to a mod lamentable extent: 
i he committee, therefore, recommend, that the fe- 
veral focieties be requeded to ufe all fuitable means, 
to procure from the Legiflature of the different dates, 
the palling of fuch laws as may effedually redrain 
thefe inhuman proceedings, by expofmg the offenders 
to exemplary and prompt punifhinent. One of the 
focieties mention a new fpecies of this kind of vio- 
fence on the part of perfons who have taken advan¬ 
tage of the provifions of the fugitive ad to found 
improper claims on the blacks, and thus to drag 
them from their homes to didant parts. This fubied 
may very properly be alfo recommended to the care- 
ful attention of the focieties. 


The committee learn, with peculiar fatisfadion, that 
a new affociation of the friends of the blacks, has 
lately taken place in Trenton, and that it promifes to 
be ufeful to the caufe,—the example is worthy of 
imitation even in thole dates in which abolition fo¬ 
cieties already exid, but more particularly fo in thofe 
m which fuch affociations have as yet, found no place, 
and where the voice of reafon and humanity is difled 
by the lalh of the whip, the clangor of chains, and 
the cries of the unhappy flaves. 


It has been obferved, that in one of the focieties, 
fome advantages have refulted to the caufe of emanci¬ 
pation from the appointment of a danding committee, 
charged with the felcdion of extrads from works 
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on the fubjeft of flavery, and the colleflion of fugitive 
cfiays, and to caui'e them to be publifhed in News¬ 
papers. As this mode of circulating a knowledge 
of the lubjetl, has met with the approbation of the 
committee, they fug^eft, whether it might not be 
proper to recommend to other focieties the appoint¬ 
ment of fimilar committees. 

The Pennfylvanin fociety have propofcd an addi¬ 
tion to the conltituiion, which the committee, with¬ 
out pafling an opinion on it themfelves, fubmit to 
the configuration of the Convention. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

Joseph Constant, Chairman. 

Convention-room, Ftrft•month i ith. 1803. 

The committee appointed on the fuhjeft of com¬ 
piling a hiltory of flavery, made the following report: 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Refolved, that a committee be appointed to engage 
fome literary character to com pole a hiflory of fla- 
ver^ in the United States; that the faii committee give 
their aid to the perlon lo engaged, in communicating 
all fuch information in furtherance of this objeft, as 
they may be able to obtain, and give him accels to 
all the documents in the pofliflion of the Convention; 
that they alfo have power if they (hall approve of the 
work when competed, to cau/e It- to be publifhed 
by Jubfcription or otherwise, and that the (aid com¬ 
mittee, in conjuhfficn with the author, /uperintend 
the publication of the fame; that the faid committee 
be alfo authorised to agree upon luch luitablc remu¬ 
neration to the authoras they may think proper, and 
make rtporf of their procfCtViiAgs at the next ftated 
annual meeting of the Convention. 
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Chriftopher M. Slocum, John Grifcom and James 
IVIilnor were appointed a committee to dralt an ad. 
drei's to the feveral Abolition Societies in the United 
States. 

The Conftitution, as agreed to by the different So¬ 
cieties, was read, and finally adopted. 

The amendment to the Conftitution propofed by 
the Pennfylvania Society, was read, and after delibe¬ 
rate difcuftion, was difagreed to. 

Refolved, That the Convention now proceed to 
the election of a Prefident, Secretary and Treafurer, 
and alfo to the appointment of an a&ing committee, 
for one year, agreeably to the conftitution. 

The following perfons were accordingly ele&ed: 

Walter Franklin, Prefident. 

Henry Port, junior, Secretary. 

Thomas P. Cope, Treafurer. 

The following perfons were appointed to compofe 
the atting committee,— 

George Williams, James Brian, 

James Milnor, and 

Jofiah Reeve, .George Vaux. 

Refolved, That fo much of the report of the com¬ 
mittee of arrangement as relates to the granting of 
aid to focieties, who may be deficient in pecuniary 
refources, be referred to Jofeph Conftant, Amos 
Cooper and George Vaux. 

Refolved, That that part of the faid report which 
fuggefts the propriety of recommending to focieties 
eftablifhed in ftates in which no laws exift for the gra¬ 
dual abolition of flavery, to ufe their endeavours to 
promote the enabling of fuch iaws, be referred to the 
committee appointed to draft the addrefs. 
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Refolved, That fo much of faid report as relates 
to addrefling the Legiflature of North Carolina be 
referred to John Grifcom, Gerfhom Craft, and 
George Williams. 

Refolved, That fo much of faid report, as recom¬ 
mends the eftablifhment of fchools for the education 
of the blacks, be referred to the committee on the 
addrefs. 

Refolved, That that part of faid report which 
propofes that the feveral focieties ufe their influence 
in procuring laws to be ena&ed for the prevention of 
■kidnapping, be referred to the fame committee. 

Refolved, That fo much of faid report, as relates 
to the aflociation at Trenton, be referred to the fame 
committee. 

Refolved, That fo much thereof, as relates to the 
appointment of (landing committees, in the different 
focieties, for the purpofe of publifhing extracts from 
treatifes and fugitive elfays on flavery, be referred to 
the fame committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 


January thirteenth , 1803 . 
Convention met purfuant to adjournment. 
Prefent:— 

Walter Franklin, Prefident, 


Thomas P. Cope, 

Henry Pod, junior, 
Jofeph Conflant, 
Chriftopher M. Slocum, 
George Newbold, 

John Grifcom, 

Amos Cooper, 


Joflah Reeve, 
George Vaux, 
Gerfhom Craft, 
James Milnor, 
James Brian, 
George Williams. 
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% The committee appointed to take into confidera- 
tion that part of the report of the committee of ar* 
rangement that relates to granting aid to focieries who- 
may be deficient in pecuniary resources, propofed the 
following refolution—-which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Whereas the eftablilhment of a permanent Fund 
has been contemplated, and fome contributions have 
been made thereto: and whereas, in addition to the 
fum required to defray the neceffary expenfes of the 
Convention, much good may be done by affoiding 
aid to focieties who may be deficient in pecuniary re- 
fources: therefore, Refolved, that in the circular ad¬ 
drefs it be earneftly recommended, that wealthy fo- 
cieties contribute as liberally as they can afford to the 
faid fund, and that the atting committee be im- 
powered to grant fuch aid, when applied for, as the 
(late of the funds will warrant, and they may think 
proper. 

The committee to whom was referred the confi- 
deration of the propriety of an addrefs to the Legi- 
flature of North Carolina, on the fubjeft of flavery, 
made report, which was agreed to as follows, to wit , 

The committee to whom it was referred to take 
into confideration the propriety of an addrefs to the 
Legiflature of North Carolina, on the fubjeft of 
Slavery, -Report, 

That having attended to the fubjeft, and endea¬ 
voured to obtain fuch information as might be ufeful. 
on the occafion, they learn, with feelings of much 
regret, that the exifting laws of North Carolina, 
revifed and enabled fince the revolution, are ex¬ 
tremely unfavourable to the emancipation of llavcs; 
prohibiting all manumiflion, by will or otherwife, 
unlefB in cafes which the Judges of the county 
courts, with the concurrence of a jury, fhall deem 
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worthy, by reafon of fome fpecial meritorious fer- 
vices; and that inftances have occurred where per- 
fons, from a fenfe of duty, or motives of bene¬ 
volence, having liberated their flaves, without a 
compliance with this regulation, the objects of ma- 
numiflion have been feized by virtue of the laws and 
again fold as flaves. Notwithftanding your commit¬ 
tee thus find the condition of the blacks in that 
quarter to be particularly trying and diftrefsful, and 
cannot but deeply lament that regulations fo ftrongly 
marked with violence, inhumanity, and, as they be¬ 
lieve, a blindnefs to profpetts of perfonal fafety, 
ftould exift; yet they are of opinion, that from the 
ftate of the public mind in North Carolina, relative 
to flavery, the prefent time would be unpropitious 
to an application to the Legiflature of that ftate, and, 
therefore they can only propofe, that the fubjeft be 
impreflively recommended to the attention of a fuc- 
ceeding Convention. 

By or der ofthe Committee, 

John Grisrom , Chairman. 

Convention-room, Firjl-tnonth 1 ith* 1803 . 

The Convention nroceeded to the confideration 
of the refoiution, laid on the table yefterday, rela- 
tive to the propofed hiftory of flavery, which was 
adopted, and Thomas P. Cope, James Milnor, and 
George Vaux were appointed a committee to carry 
the fame into effe£U 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 
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January fourteenth , 1803 . 

Convention met purfuant to adjournment. 

Prefent:— 

Walter Franklin, Prefident, 

Jofeph Conftam, Thomas P. Cope, 

Henry Poll, junior, George Vaux, 

Chriftopher M. Slocum, James Brian, 

John Grifcom, Amos Cooper, 

James Milnor, Gerfham Craft, 

George Williams, Jofiah Reeve. 

The committee appointed to prepare ari addrefs 
to the feveral Abolition Societies in the United States, 
produced an eflay, which being read, and confidered 
by paragraphs, was adopted as follows:— 

To the . Society for Promoting the 

Abolition of Slavery, 

It is with lively fatisfa&ion that the eighth Conven¬ 
tion of Delegates from different Abolition Societies 
in the United States, embrace the opportunity of ad- 
drefTing you on the interefting caufe, which thus 
continues to claim our perfevering attention, the ul¬ 
timate fuccefs whereof, will, we confidently hope, 
yield an ample reward for all our labours. 

Various and important, in our opinion, are the 
benefits refulting from thus meeting in annual Con¬ 
ventions. For though we are not inverted with le- 
giflative influence, yet the opportunity, by this means 
afforded, for a free interchange of fentiments and 
communion of feelings, gives energy to action and 
animation to thofe who, from multiplied difficulties, 
are almoft ready to relinquiffi the purfuit. 

We have with the united confent of our conftitu- 
ents, fully ratified the Conftitution which was pre- 
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fentcd for your corifideration, and have appointed 
officers for the enfuing year. 

This organization of the body, will, we earncftly 
hope, induce your renewed attention to the nomina¬ 
tion of Delegates to the next Convention, and wc 
urge the neceflity of your deputing thofe, whom you 
have reafon to believe, may be willing to. devote an 
adequate portion of their time and attention to a com¬ 
pliance with the obje&s of their appointment; we re- 
queft alfo in an efpecial manner that you will not fail, 
regularly to forward written communications from 
your focieties. 

Several focieties have inftruCted their repiefenta- 
tives to pay certain fums towards the formation of 
a general fund, from which, if it continue to accu¬ 
mulate, as we hope it will, much good may be ex¬ 
pected to our common caufe, particularly in fur- 
niffiing aid to thofe focieties who arc deficient in 
pecuniary refourccs. 

In the promotion of the laudable purpofes to 
which this fund, may be thus applied, we truft our 
friends, in fevcral of the Eallern States, whofe 
domeftic exertions have become almoft unneccflary 
by the difappearance of flavery from amongft them, 
will feel a lively intereft;—we, therefore, earneftly 
folicit their peculiar attention to the fubject, per- 
fuaded they will feel, in a confcioufncfs of having 
done well, and in a view of the ufeful refult of their 
beneficence, an ample reward. We are aware of the 
varied difficulty and oppofition that attend the in¬ 
terference of fome focieties in this benevolent under-. 
taking. But we fincerely hope they may not be 
overcome by any difeouragements, and we rcqucfl 
that they may continue to meet at regular periods, 
to preferve the form of their aflociation, embracing 
every opportunity that may occur for ufeful exertions. 
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As the general elbblifliment of a legiflative plan, 
for the gradual abolition of flavery throughout the 
United States, is a defideratum highly interefting to 
humanity, \vc cannot but prefs all thofe focieties 
which exift in dates, where no fuch legal provifions 
are in force, to make every proper exertion, in pro¬ 
moting the enaction of a law to this efleft. 

Much has been faid by former Conventions on the 
fubjeft of fchools, and the vad importance of cultivat¬ 
ing the minds and the morals of the blacks; no doubt 
difficulties of various kinds arife in many places to 
the attainment of this cfTcntial point, yet the happy 
effe&s abundantly confpicuous in divers neighbour¬ 
hoods, on a perfevering attention to this objeft, fur- 
niffi great encouragement to unrelaxed exertion, 
and wc fincerely hope that you may not diminifh 
in zeal, for the promotion of this benevolent, this 
confident work. We learn with particular pleafure, 
that the date of Schools for the African race, is, in 
fcveral places, foundling and progreffive; and that 
in others, much good has been done therein, by the 
laudable and difintereded exertions of individuals; 
fuch indanccs of dedication demand the acknowledg¬ 
ment of our unfeigned approbation. 

We perceive, with emotions of horror and regret, 
that the diabolical pra&ice of kidnapping, notwith- 
d an ding the vigilance of focieties and recommenda¬ 
tions of former Conventions, prevails in many places 
to a lamentable extent. We are alfo informed that 
a new fpecies of this wicked outrage on the feelings 
of humanity rs purfued by the perpetrators taking 
advantage of the provifions of the fugitive a €t to lay 
unfounded claims on the blacks, and thus, under co¬ 
lour of the law, to drag them into flavery. We re¬ 
commend you to urge every fuitablc means to procure 
fuch modifications of your laws as they may need to 
fit them for holding out efficient and prompt re* 
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ftraint® againft thofe wicked proceedings, and for 
bringing the offenders to exemplary punifliment. 

We are informed by the reports from New-Jerfey, 
that a new fociety has been eftablifhed at Trenton, 
forming a conftituent branch of the general fociety of 
that (late. This has afforded us peculiar fatisfaXion; 
it promifes to be materially ufeful to the caufe, and 
wc recommend the example as worthy of your efpecial 
notice, and fo far as you deem it praXicable of your 
example. 

In one of the focieties from which wc have had 
communications, a Handing committee has been 
appointed, who are charged with the feleXion and 
publication of fuch extraXs, efTays and fugitive pieces 
relative to flavery, as they apprehend may give 
currency to the fubjcX and revive in the minds of 
our fellow citizens, from time to time a few reflexi¬ 
ons on the condition of thofe who ftill wear the gal¬ 
ling chains, deprived of one of the dcareft privileges 
of our nature. We highly approve of this mode of 
circulating a knowledge of the fubjeX, and recom¬ 
mend it to the imitation of all, who are not in a 
funilar praXice. 

The committee appointed by the lafl Convention 
to arrange the papers and documents relative to the 
formation of a hiftory of flavery in the United States, 
and to produce an analyfis of their contents, produced 
a report, from which we have judged it right to no¬ 
minate three of our members in Philadelphia to en¬ 
gage fome fuitable literary charaXer to undertake the 
work, and to have it publifhed under the care, and 
fuperintendance of the committee; fliould you be in 
pofleflion of any documents or other important in¬ 
formation on the fubjeX, we requeft you will 
forward them free of cxpence and with all convenient 
difpatch to the faid committee, in order that they 
may be ufed as circumftances may render neceflary. 
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The circuitous trade to Africa we have reafon to 
believe, (till continues to be carried on, particularly 
from many ports in the Eaftern States, and although 
feveral of the attempts which have been made to pu- 
nifh infra&ions of the laws of the United Sates on this 
fubjeci, have not refulted in the wiffied for event, ne- 
verthelefs, we invite your vigilant and perfevering op. 
pofnion to this difgraceful traffic, and attention to the 
difcovery and profecution of offenders, and we are 
willing to hope that though a partial perverfion of the 
public fentiment, and the cupidity of interefted in¬ 
dividuals, may for a time, prcfent confiderable dif- 
couragement, yet that the virtuous exertions of the 
friends of the human race, will at laft be bleffed with 
the merited fuccefs. 

To conclude, fellow labourers, we believe the mag¬ 
nitude of the work in which we are engaged is by no 
means leffened, and that the alarming and direful con- 
fequences attendant in various quarters, on this un- 
chriftian and inhuman ufurpation of power, call for 
our united vigilance, and redoubled exertions, in 
contributing our fhare towards the eradication of 
this evil fo portentous to our land. 

The Bond required by the Conflitution to be given 
by the Treafurer, to the Prefidenr of the Convention, 
was read, approved of, and directed to be depofited 
in the hands of the Prefident. 

Refolved, That the circular addrefe be figned by 
the Prefident, attefted by the Secretary, and copies 
forwarded by the atting committee to the different 
fodeties in tne United States. 
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Refolved, That the a cling committee prefent the 
thanks of this Convention to the Prefident of the 
Selefl Council of Philadelphia for the ufe of their 
chamber. 

Refolved, That fix hundred copies of the minutes 
of the Convention be printed, and tranfmitted by 
the a fling committee to the feveral Abolition Socie¬ 
ties in the United States. 

Adjourned sine die. 

Publifhed by order of the Convention, 

Henry Post , junr, Sec’y. 

January 14 tb. 1803. 
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Minutes 

OF THE 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE NINTH 

AMERICAN CONVENTION 


FOR PROMOTING THE 

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY, &c. 


SELECT COUNCIL CHAMBER,. 

Philadelphia , January 9th , 1804< 

TIIIS being the day appointed for the meett 
ing of the American Convention for promoting the 
Abolition of Slavery, and improving the Condition 
of the African Race,---a number of delegates at¬ 
tended, when the credentials from the different 
Societies were produced, and it appeared that the 
following persons were appointed members of this 
Convention, viz. 

Nevj-Tork .John Murray, jun. 

William T. Slocum, 

Abraham Skelton, 

William Franklin, 

John Coffin, 

Samuel Miller, 

Matthew Franklin. 

Ncw-Jerscy ---Richard Hartshome, 

Robert Smith, jun. 
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Gershom Craft, 

John Griscom, 

Amos Cooper, 

'Thomas Redman, 

William Newbold. 

Pennsylvania ---Thomas P. Cope, 

James Todd, 

James Milnor, 

Othniel Alsop, 

George Williams, 

William Jones. 

Delaware .Doctor John Vaughan, 

Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 

Of whom were present.---William Franklin, John 
Coffin, Matthew Franklin, Richard Hartshorne, 
RoberVSmith, jun. John Griscom, Amos Cooper, 
William Newbold, Thomas P. Cope, James Todd, 
James Milnor, Othniel Alsop, George Williams, 
John Vaughah, Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 

The convention then proceeded to the choice of 
officers, when the following persons were duly 
elected: 


President— MATTHEW FRANKLIN, 
Secretary— OTHNIEL ALSOP, 

Treasurer—' THOMAS P. COPE. 

John Rafield was appointed door-keeper. 

The following communications from the Societies 
ofNew-York, Ncw-Jerscy, Pennsylvania, and De¬ 
laware, were read.r 
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Report of the “ New-York Society for promo¬ 
ting the Manumission of Slaves, and protecting 
such of them as have been, or may be liberated,” 

To the Contention of Delegates , from the several 
Abolition Societies in the United States, to be 
held at Philadelphia , on the 9 th day of Janu¬ 
ary, 1804. 

WE have received the circular address of the 
last Convention, and paid due attention to the mat¬ 
ters recommended to our consideration. 

Since our last report, nothing has occurred of 
such interest or importance as to merit being par¬ 
ticularly stated to the Convention. 

The Society have, in several instances, been suc¬ 
cessful in procuring freedom to blacks unlawfully 
held in slavery ; and the standing committee, whose 
peculiar duty it is to attend to such cases, continue 
their exertions, with unabated zeal. 

The Free School, established by the Society, 
remains in a flourishing state. Above one hundred 
children receive instruction under the teachers sup¬ 
ported by the Society. 

We have been pleased to learn the adoption of 
the Constitution of the Convention ; and we shall 
not cease our endeavours to carry into effect its 
recommendations, and to co-operate with our sis¬ 
ter Societies in the great work in which we are 
engaged, until it is crowned with complete success. 

The officers of this society, at present, are, 

Samuel L. Mitchell, President; James Robert¬ 
son, Vice-President; Henry Post, junior, Se¬ 
cretary; C. M. Slocum, Assistant Secretary; 
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John Murray, jun. Treasurer; Matthew Franklin* 
Register; Adrian Hcgcman, Chairman of the 
Standing Committee ; John L. Bowne, Secretary ; 
^Matthew Franklin, Chairman of the Board of Trus¬ 
tees of the School; Andrew Cock, Secretary ; 
Alexander Hamilton, Peter Jay Munro, William 
Johnson, D. D. Tompkins, Counsellors ; Robert 
Bowne, Chairman, and Joseph Constant, Secretary 
of the Committee of Correspondence. 

The following persons are appointed to represent 
this Society in the Convention, viz_John Mur¬ 

ray, jun. William T. Slocum, Abraham, Skelton, 
William Franklin, John Coffin, Samuel Miller, and 
Matthew Franklin. 

By order of the Society, 

JAMES ROBERTSON, 

Vice-President. 

attest, 

HENRY POST, Jun. Secretary, 


To the Convention of Delegates from the different 
Abolition Societies in the United State-s^ to be 
held at Philadelphia , in the First Month (Ja¬ 
nuary) 1804. 

THE proportion of printed copies of the mi¬ 
nutes of the last Convention, forwarded for the use 
of this society, have been duly received and distri¬ 
buted. 

The interesting contents of the Convention’s 
pertinent address to the several Abolition Societies, 
obtained our special regard ; and, we trust, its be¬ 
nevolent aim will not be altogether ineffectual in 
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stimulating to renewed exertions to advance the 
desirable objects for which these Societies were in* 
stituted. 

The labours of this Society, since last year, do 
not appear to have diminished. The Acting Com¬ 
mittees in the several counties have been industry 
ously engaged in the prosecution of claims for 
freedom, whenever cases have presented, and, in 
several instances, have been successful; by which 
means five persons who had been illegally detained 
in servitude have been relieved or liberated. A 
variety of cases of claimants for freedom is in the 
hands of the Acting Committees. 

The suit to which we alluded in our last year’s 
report, against certain persons concerned in the 
transportation of Negroes from the neighbourhood 
of Elizabeth Town in this state, to Georgia, finally 
resulted in the acquittal of those persons, under 
cover of that clause in our slave-law, which grants 
to persons removing from one state to another, the 
privilege of taking with them their slaves. 

Sometime in the course of last Spring, one Reu- 
ben Pitcher put into Egg-Harbour in a small sloop, 
(of which he was owner) for the purpose of refit¬ 
ting. It was discovered that he had several blacks 
on board, and circumstances appearing which in¬ 
duced a belief that he was concerned in the negro 
trade, information was immediately transmitted to 
the Acting Committee of Burlington county ; and, 
in their name, the vessel was seized and the Negroe* 
taken into custody. The depositions of Captain 
Nicholas Bowkcr in Pitcher’s employ, and of Cap¬ 
tain Cornelius Clark, w ho became possessed of the 
secret, were taken, which being produced at the 
trial, the vessel was thereupon condemned. It 
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appeared however, that soon after the seizure was 
made. Pitcher, who in his character combines con¬ 
siderable artifice and cunning, with the utmost 
rascality, managed his part so as to engage several 
persons in his interest, by whose assistance he pro¬ 
cured the vessel to be appraised at about 70 dollars, 
a sum much under her value, and obtaining surety 
for this amount, made his escape with the vessel. 
The amount of the appraisement, therefore, is all 
that was obtained, excepting the liberation of the 
Negroes. In the course of the examination it ap¬ 
peared, that this vessel was fitted out at Martha’s 
Vineyard, and that the Negroes were by various 
stratagems taken on board at Boston ; that she was 
bound to the state of Georgia, where Pitcher de¬ 
signed to dispose of his cargo, after recruiting at 
various stopping places which he had in view along 
the coast. It likewise appeared that this was not 
the first instance of his participation in this vile 
commerce, and that it is but a link in a systematic 
scheme of kidnapping, carried on by different agents 
along the sea coast, from New-Hampshire to 
Georgia. 

The memorial on the subject of Slavery, present¬ 
ed last year bv this Society to our state legislature, 
was, at the instance of the Society, again called into 
view, at their late session ; in consequence, leave 
was given to bring in a bill, which was ordered to 
be printed, and lies over for consideration to the 
next sitting. The principal provision which it 
contains, limits the term of servitude for boys at 
twenty-five, and girls at twenty-one, of all born 
after a certain period. There appeared a very flat¬ 
tering disposition in a majority of the members, 
and great hopes are entertained that it will eventu¬ 
ally be crowned with success : but even should 
this hope be fallacious, we are assured that good 
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effects will ensue from the application, as every 
thing which promotes investigation on this subject, 
must operate, in degree, to disperse the mists of 
prejudice, and expose the odious nature of this nati¬ 
onal evil. 


The ordinary distinctions in society arc often 
vague, and imply no just pre-eminence : rank and 
titles are adventitious things, and instead cf desig¬ 
nating merit or virtue, are frequently the baubles 
of imbecility, or the sparkling decorations of me¬ 
retricious pageantry : power too, is often unjustly 
acquired, and no evidence of right; and although it 
is acknowledged there arc certain nice discrimina¬ 
tions and shades of character, which mark different 
tribes and nations of mankind, it has never appear¬ 
ed demonstrable to the eye of reason and philoso¬ 
phy» that a black skin is any proof of inferiority. 
\ irtue and real worth arc the only safe criterions 
of excellence, and before we adjudge the prize to 
either claimant, we must first place them in all re¬ 
spects upon an equal footing. But that this equal¬ 
ity, so essential to the growth of virtue and mental 
excellence, becomes annihilated by the influence of 
personal slavery, no one acquainted with the his¬ 
tory of man, will ever deny. It was well observ¬ 
ed by Homer, who lived when slavery was com¬ 
mon, and whose knowledge of the human heart, no 
person who. understands him will ever call in ques¬ 
tion, that “ When a man is made a slave, he loses 
from that day, the half of his virtue.” Longinus 
affirms, “ That slavery, however mild, may still 
be called the prison of the soul, and a public dun¬ 
geon;” and Tacitus remarks, “ That even wild 
animals lose their spirit when deprived of their free¬ 
dom.” Banish from the human breast, hope and 
the sense ofhonour, (and what sense of honour, or 
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what hope can an enslaved pagan retain !) and you 
banish at the same time the noblest incentives to 
virtue. Hence the immense importance of our en¬ 
deavouring, by all rational means, to repair the de¬ 
vastations which slavery and its train of evils have 
made upon the human character in the persons of 
our African brethren, and perhaps nothing within 
our power, can so effectually forward this great 
work, as the promotion of schools for their bene¬ 
fit : we therefore not only concur in the sentiments 
expressed by the last and former conventions on 
this head, but are free to express our solicitude that 
they may increasingly engage the attention of Abo¬ 
lition Societies. The subject has been again 
deliberated on by this Society, and referred to a 
Committee for more particular investigation, who 
are requested to make report at next meeting. 

We have appointed Richard Hartshorne, Robert 
Smith, Junr. Gcrshom Craft, John Griscom, 
Amos Cooper, Thomas Redman and William 
Ncwbold, to represent this Society in the Conven¬ 
tion. 

Signed in behalf, and by order of the New-Jer¬ 
sey Society for promoting the gradual Abolition of 
Slavery, Twelfth Month (December) 20th, 1803. 

WILLIAM GRIFFITH, President . 

Attest, 

ROBERT SMITH, Junr. Sec'ry. 

Officers of the Society chosen ninth month, 1803. 

PRESIDENT, 

WILLIAM GRIFFITH. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS, 

RICHARD HARTSHORNE, 

GERSHOM CRAFT. 
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SECRETARY, 

ROBERT SMITH, juk. 

TREASURER, 

WILLIAM COXE, jun. 
attest, 

ROBERT SMITH, Junr. Sec'ry. 


To the American Contention for promoting the 

Abolition of Slavery, and improving the Con¬ 
dition of the African Race. 

ALTHOUGH we have but little to commu¬ 
nicate, yet continuing desirous to aid the labours 
of the Convention, we have appointed Thomas P. 
Cope, James Todd, James Milnor, Othniel Alsop, 
George Williams and William Jones, to represent 
ns in the meeting of that body to be held on the 
ninth instant. And although the indifference and 
dislike to the universal extension of the blessings of 
freedom, manifested by some of our fellow citi¬ 
zens, would tend to excite a degree of discourage¬ 
ment, yet wc feel a hope that the day is approach¬ 
ing when the rights and priveleges of men, will be 
as fully enjoyed by our brethren of African descent, 
within the limits of the United States, as by any 
other class of society. Prospects such as these 
contribute to encourage to the continuance of our 
labours on their behalf, and of our endeavours to dif¬ 
fuse among them the important benefits of school 
education. The institutions for this purpose here¬ 
tofore reported, are still maintained ; and it is with 
particular satisfaction we notice that this subject is 
recommended by the last Convention, to the differ¬ 
ent branches of their constituents. 

Wc concur with the Convention in the propriety 
of having a standing Committee, charged with the 
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selection and publication of suitable extracts, essays 
and fugitive pieces relative to slavery, and have 
therefore placed the subject under the care of our 
Committee of Correspondence. 

With regard to the history of slavery, mention¬ 
ed in your last address, we do not know of any ad¬ 
ditional papers or documents which would be use¬ 
ful in its compilation : should such however be 
met with, we shall take due care to hand them to 
the Committee as requested by you. 

The courts held in this state not having yet de¬ 
cided on the cases of unlawful traffic in slaves, re¬ 
ported in our last communication, wc are not pre¬ 
pared to offer any thing new on the subjedl, nor 
are uc able at this time, to give any further infor¬ 
mation relative to the kidnapping of free blacks, 
though there is great reason to fear the detestable 
practice is still carried on in some places. 

When we reflect on the great number of slaves 
in the southern parts of the United States, and 
consider how much their sorrrows have been mul¬ 
tiplied, wc can scarcely entertain a doubt, but that 
every enlightened mind will unite with us in a de¬ 
sire for the promotion of measures, which will alle¬ 
viate the rigors of bondage, and prepare the suf¬ 
ferers under it for emancipation. May we then 
brethren cheerfully continue our exertions, cher¬ 
ishing a fervent, though humble hope, that they 
will, in due time, be rendered more extensively 
availing, than at any period heretofore. 

Signed by order and on behalf of the Pennsylva¬ 
nia Society for promoting the Abolition of Slave- 

’ ^ C * THOMAS PARKER, Vice President. 

Attest, 

JOHN BACON, Sec'ry. 

Philadelphia, Firft month Tth, 1804. 
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The following persons were chosen officers of the 
Society for the present year. 

PRESIDENT, 

DOCTOR BENJAMIN RUSH. 

VICE PRESIDENTS, 

ROBERT PATTERSON, 

THOMAS PARKER. 

SECRETARIES, 

TIMOTHY PAXSON, 

JOHN BACON. 

TREASURER, 

JOHN EVANS. 


COUNSELLORS, 


William Lewis, 
William Rawlc, 
John Hallow ell, 
Walter Franklin, 
James Milnor, 
Joseph Hopkinson, 


I Joseph Hemphill, 
| Daniel Smith, 
George Fisher, 

J George Vaux, 
j David Irvine. 


ELECTING COMMITTEE, 


Joseph Moore, 
Daniel Thomas, 
Thomas Harrison, 
Solomon White, 
Joseph Budd, 

Isaac Pearson, 


I Joseph Price, 

I Thomas Rogers, 
William Masters, 
William Jones, 
j Samuel Bettle, 

; Samuel Smith. 


7*0 the Convention of Delegates from the Aboli¬ 
tion Societies in the United States, to be held 
in the city of Philadelphia , on the ninth day 

of January, instant - The Delaware Society 

for promoting the Abolition of Slavery, report , 
THAT fully persuaded of the advantages 
arising from an annual Convention of delegates from 
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Abolition Societies, as a point at which may cen¬ 
tre the united experience of our fellow labourers, in 
the work of emancipation of the people of colour, 
we have appointed Dr. John Vaughan, and Joseph 
Bringhurst, Jun. to present this our report, and 
to represent us in general Convention, at the ensu¬ 
ing session. 

Since our last report we have gained some 
strength, as well in addition to the members of our 
society, as to the more general countenance and 
active support of our fellow citizens. While how¬ 
ever we rejoice that this good principle is gaining 
ground, we still have to lament that too many in¬ 
habitants of our state, are cither unfriendly to the 
Abolition of Slavery, or so indifferent as to feel but 
small interest therein. 

One of the suits depending at the time of our last 
report, has been brought to trial, and terminated 
unfavourably to the Society : the other yet remains 
on the docket. Another suit has been commenced. 

Twclve slaves have been liberated since last re¬ 
port, through the agency of the society. Among 
many strong presumptive cases of kidnapping, and 
transporting of people of colour from this state, we 
have at length been able fully to detect one instance ; 
the sufferer was regained, and the offenders brought 
to justice : by this result the society has received 
a small fund, which it is hoped will be of material 
service in the prosecution of its object. At the 
last session of our legislature, a bill was presented 
for the abolition of slavery, and twice read; it was 
then postponed for further consideration at the next 
session. We have a committee of three members 
appointed to attend the present session of the legis¬ 
lature, for the purpose of using their exertions for 
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the enacting a similar bill into a law: wc have some 
hopes of success. Be the event what it may, we 
are determined to persevere in this desirable object, 
until right and justice shall finally prevail. 

The society lias not yet published the laws of this 
state relating to people of colour. 

A committee stands appointed for the purpose 
of collecting such facts as may be useful in form¬ 
ing a history of the progress and consequences of 
slavery in the United States; but we have not 
yet received its report. 

The present officers of our society arc, 

PRESIDENT, 

Isaac dixon. 

VICE-PRESIDENT, 

ALLEN M‘LANE. 

secretary, 

ZACHARIAH JESS. 

TREASURER, 

EDWARD GILPIN. 

ACTING COMMITTEE, 

Nathan Sharpless, 

Vincent Hcwcs, 

John Test, 

John Warner. 

Isaac Stevenson, Recorder. 

Signed by order of the Abolition Society of Del¬ 
aware, at Wilmington this seventh day of January, 
1804. 

ISAAC DIXON. President . 

ZACHARIAH JESS, Sec'ry. 

Resolved, that the preceding communications be 
referred to William Franklin, John Griscom, Tho¬ 
mas P. Cope, and Joseph Bringhurst, jun. tQ coii- 
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sider and report thereon ; together with such other 
objects as they may deem proper to come under 
the notice of this Convention. 

Adjourned till to-morrow evening, at 6 o’clock. 


January 10 th. 

Convention met, pursuant to adjournment; 
PRESENT 

MATTHEW FRANKLIN, President. 


William Franklin, 
John Coffin, 

Richard Hartshorne, 
Robert Smithy jun. 
John Griscom, 
Amos Cooper, 
William New bold, 
Thomas P. Cope, 


James Todd, 

James Mi In or, 

George Williams, 
William Jones, 

John Vaughan, 

Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 
Othnicl Alsop. 


The Committee to whom were referred the com¬ 
munications from the several Societies, made re 
port as follows: 

The Committee appointed to digest and arrange 
the Objects proper for the attention of the Con¬ 
vention---Report, 

THAT, on examining the addresses from 
the several Societies, they cannot but regret that 
from some Societies, who formerly sent respecta¬ 
ble delegations to the Convention, no communi¬ 
cations or representations have this year been re¬ 
ceived ; and that in some of the addresses, which 
have been presented, there is less detailed informa¬ 
tion than is desirable. 
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The Committee are much gratified in discover¬ 
ing that the school for the tuition of the blacks in 
New-York, is represented to be in a flourishing 
condition. This subject is of sufficient importance 
to gain the renewed attention of the Convention ; 
and the Committee believe it would be proper, that, 
in the circular address of the present year, it be re¬ 
commended to such societies as have it not in their 
power, from the scantiness of their funds, or other 
circumstances, to employ regular tutors, to form 
private associations of their own members or other 
well disposed individuals, for the purpose of in¬ 
structing the people of colour, in the most useful 
and simple branches of education ; especially on 
the first day of the week, which there is too much 
reason to believe, is, by the ignorant blacks, fre¬ 
quently devoted to dissipation, to the very great in¬ 
jury of their own morals, and the well-being of so¬ 
ciety. 

At the same time that the Committee fully ap¬ 
preciate the importance of a lettered education of 
the blacks, they earnestly recommend it to the Con¬ 
vention, to impress the societies with the necessity 
of carefully watching over the religious and moral 
instruction of that unhappy race. They should, be 
led from those habits of idleness, profligacy, and im¬ 
providence, consequent on slavery, into paths of 
sobriety and industry. Perhaps it would be use¬ 
ful occasionally to convene them, in order to afford 
suitable opportunities to impress their minds, with 
the necessity of their acting as becomes men, esca¬ 
ped from bondage, and on whose correct conduct 
must, in some measure, depend the liberation Of 
their brethren, and the good treatment of such as 
remain in slavery. The latter should be taught 
obedience to their masters, and to bear with pati- 
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ence and fortitude, the tasks allotted them, waiting 
with manly resignation for the coming of that day, 
in which liberty shall be proclaimed to the captive* 

We believe also, that it would be advisable to re¬ 
vive the addresses of former Conventions to the 
blacks, with such alterations and additions as may 
be best adapted to the views and particular situati¬ 
ons of the several societies. 

The advantages which have resulted from the ad¬ 
dresses of former Conventions to the societies, are 
so obvious and manifold, that the Committee, with¬ 
out further remark, recommend the adoption of it 
at the present time ; and as some persons are im¬ 
pressed with a belief, that considerable benefit 
would be likely to accrue from the possession of 
permanent officers, whose qualifications and places 
of residence would render them at all times service¬ 
able to the cause ; it is submitted, whether it would 
be proper to recommend to the societies, such an 
alteration of the constitution, as will make any 
member of any of the Abolition Societies, eligible 
to the office of President, Treasurer, or Secretary 
to the,Convention. 

The Committee cannot refrain from expressing 
their gratification in witnessing the donations which 
have been made by some of the socicties---So much 
good may be expected from the establishment of a 
permanent fund, to be at the disposal of the Con¬ 
vention, that other societies, or individuals, who 
are in a capacity to afford it, will, we trust, be en¬ 
couraged to follow the laudable example. 

We find, on a recurrence to the minutes, that it 
was referred to this Convention to determine on 
the propriety of an address to the legislature of 
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North Carolina. The Committee being unable to 
determine on the expediency of that measure, have 
concluded to bring it again into view, that the Con¬ 
vention may take such order on the subject as they 
may judge proper. 

Having attentively perused the address of the 
Convention of 1801 , to the people of the United 
States, and concurred in its contents, the commit¬ 
tee believe it would be useful to republish it, with 
such alterations and additions as a suitable conside¬ 
ration of the subject may dictate. It cannot be 
improper to vindicate our conduct to the world, to 
make an open and manly declaration of our mo¬ 
tives, and to evince a firm and unshaken attach¬ 
ment to the justice and humanity of our cause. It 
cannot be doubted that our views are mistaken, 
our efforts condemned, and unfounded prejudices 
harboured against us, by some well disposed indi¬ 
viduals in the community, and which we are appre¬ 
hensive have been increased by ill-advised and in¬ 
temperate proceedings on the part of some well- 
meaning but over zealous members of some of the 
societies. Wc mean not by these observations to 
discourage the efforts of any, but while wc con¬ 
demn the practice of slave-holders, we should be 
careful not to give unnecessary trouble or offence 
to them, but to temper our zeal with prudence and 
knowledge. 

With this view, wc apprehend it would be sea¬ 
sonable and salutary to recommend to the different 
•societies, to be cautious in the selection of their 
Acting Committees ; to fill them with discreet men, 
in order that no useless umbrage may be given to 
our opponents, nor suits undertaken with too 
much precipitation, which for want of this prudent 
line of conduct, have sometimes ended in injury to 
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the prosecutors, and been attended with heavy ex¬ 
pence. 

We further suggest whether it would not advance 
the great end we have at heart, to make it the duty 
of the Acting Committee, to open and maintain a 
correspondence with some of the leading friends to 
abolition in Baltimore, Richmond, and Alexandria, 
to encourage them to revive the spirit and form of 
their associations ; and if they cannot send forward 
delegations to the succeeding Convention, at least 
to inform us of their situation, in order that the 
Convention may, if practicable, afford them some 
encouragement under their difficulties. With this 
subject, may be combined a further authority to the 
said committee, to correspond with some respec¬ 
table and influential friends to the blacks in the Ca- 
rolinas and Georgia, for the purpose of obtaining 
such information from time to time, respecting the 
condition of slavery in those states, as may enable 
them to judge of the expediency of recommending 
.the establishment of Abolition Societies among 
them; and if such establishment should be found 
practicable, to afford the members suitable informa¬ 
tion, as to the best form of organizing themselves, 
by transmitting them copies of the minutes of our 
proceedings, and of the constitutions of the other 
associations in Philadelphia and elsewhere. 

It is also proposed to the consideration of the 
Convention, whether it would not be proper to re¬ 
commend to the societies who have not chosen 
.Standing Committees, charged with the publication 
of extracts and fugitive pieces relating to slavery, 
to adopt the measure ; and where such Committees 
exist;, to impress them with the necessity of an 
habitual attention to the subject. 
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The subject of kidnapping cannot be too fre¬ 
quently or too earnestly recommended to the vigi¬ 
lance and attention of the societies, until that most 
abominable outrage on the feelings of humanity* 
shall be done away from our disgraced coun¬ 
try. The Committee notice, with painful emoti¬ 
ons, the prevalence of this enormous evil ; and 
that several instances of it have occurred since the 
meeting of the last Convention. We therefore sub¬ 
mit, whether it would not be well to recommend to 
the societies to furnish accurate accounts of the se¬ 
veral cases which may come under their notice, and 
to detail with precision such of them as may be at¬ 
tended with particular circumstances of atrocity. 
We believe it would be proper that these cases 
should 5e made public by the respective societies. 

To devise some eligible plan for the gradual and 
effectual abolition of slavery, and to provide for the 
security and comfortable accommodation of the 
blacks, when emancipated, are objects of primary 
importance : whether the accomplishment of them 
can be best attained by colonization, or whether 
this is the proper moment for the Convention to 
take up the subjects, must be left to the serious 
consideration of the members. The Committee 
judged the subject of sufficient moment to recom¬ 
mend it to the Convention without expressing any 
further opinion on the occasion. 

To conclude, we confidently hope that all will 
feel and acknowledge the absolute necessity of a con¬ 
stant, indefatigable, and unchangeable perseverance 
in the great objects of our association, persuaded 
that our honest endeavours, however opposed by 
interest and avarice, must finally prevail. We 
know that we have the aid and concurrent support 
of some of the wisest and best men of our age, not 
only in Europe but America. 
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On motion, resolved, that William Franklin, 
John Griscom, Thomas P. Cope, and Joseph 
Bringhurst, jun, be a committee to prepare and re¬ 
port the form of an address to the several Abolition 
Societies in the United States. 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the 
Committee of Arrangement as relates to the edu¬ 
cation, and moral and religious instruction of the 
blacks, be referred to the Committee on the ad¬ 
dress. 

Resolved, that the subject of reviving the ad¬ 
dresses of former Conventions to the free blacks, 
with such alterations and additions, as may be pro¬ 
per, be committed to Richard Hartshorne and 
George Williams. 

Resolved, That so much of the said report as re¬ 
lates to altering the constitution in such manner as 
to render any member of either of the Abolition 
Societies, eligible to the office of President, Trea¬ 
surer, or Secretary to the Convention, be refer¬ 
red to James Milnor, William Ncwbold, John 
Coffin, and John Vaughan. 

Resolved, That so much ot the said report as re¬ 
lates to the funds of the Convention, be referred to 
the Committee on the circular address. 

Resolved, That William Jones, Amos Cooper, 
and James Milnor be appointed to deliberate fur¬ 
ther on the propriety of an address to the legislature 
of North Carolina, and to prepare an essay, should 
they concur in the expediency of such a measure. 

Resolved, That so much of the report as relates 
to the republication of the address of 1801 to the 
people of the United States, with such alterations 
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and additions as a suitable consideration of the sub¬ 
ject may dictate, be referred to Robert Smith, jun. 
John Vaughan, and James Todd, with liberty, 
should they deem it most advisable, to prepare an 
entire new address. 

Resolved, That that part which relates to a re¬ 
commendation of caution in individuals of the sev¬ 
eral societies in their efforts on behalf of the blacks, 
be referred to the committee on the circular ad¬ 
dress. 

So much of the report as relates to the Acting 
Committee hereafter to be appointed, is postpon¬ 
ed for further deliberation at a future sitting. 

Resolved, That so much of the said report as re¬ 
commends to such societies as have not appointed 
Standing Committees to publish extracts and fugi¬ 
tive pieces, to give attention to the subject, be re¬ 
ferred to the committee on the circular address. 

Resolved, That so much as relates to the subject 
of kidnapping, be referred to the same commit¬ 
tee. 

Resolved, That so much as relates to the forma¬ 
tion of some eligible plan for the gradual and effec¬ 
tual abolition of slavery, 8tc. be postponed for fur¬ 
ther attention.- 


Adjourned till to-morrow afternoon at half past 
two o’clock. 
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January 11 tb. 

Convention met, pursuant to adjournment; 

PRESENT r 

MATTHEW FRANKLIN, President. 

William Franklin, James Todd, 

John Coffin, James Milnor, 

Richard Hartshome, George Williams, 

Robert Smith, jun. William Jones, 

John Griscom, John Vaughan, 

Amos Cooper, Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 

William Newbold, Othniel Alsop. 

Thomas P. Cope, 

An essay of an address to the free blacks and peo¬ 
ple of colour, prepared by the committee appointed 
for the purpose, being produced, was read, and on 
motion, 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the subject of amending the 
Constitution, submitted the following resolution, 
which vvas read and ordered to lie on. the table. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to alter the Con¬ 
stitution in the manner suggested by the Commit¬ 
tee of Arrangement. 

The committee to prepare an address to the peo¬ 
ple of the United States, reported progress and 
were continued. 

The committtee on the subject of an address to 
the legislature of North Carolina made the follow- 
ing report, which was ordered to lie on the table. 
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The Committee to whom was referred the subject 
of a memorial to the Legislature of North Caro¬ 
lina, have had the same under consideration, 
and having paid such attention thereto as was in 
their power, beg leave to report, 

THAT in their opinion it would, at this 
time, be inexpedient to offer an address. They be¬ 
lieve that public opinion in that state, is exceeding¬ 
ly hostile to the abolition of slavery, that every at¬ 
tempt towards the emancipation of people of colour 
is regarded with an indignant and jealous eye ; that 
at present, the inhabitants of that state consider the 
preservation of their lives, and all they hold dear on 
earth, as depending on the continuance of slavery ; 
and are even riveting more firmly the fetters of op¬ 
pression--—That no language the Convention could 
use, would have the smallest tendency to promote 
a relaxation of that rigorous severity, which the 
great body of the citizens believe necessary to pre¬ 
serve them from insurrection and massacre. Of 
these facts, some of the committee have personal 
knowledge, and notwithstanding there arc in that 
as well as in the other southern states, a number of 
humane individuals, who sincerely deprecate the 
cruelty of those laws which not only tolerate the 
traffic in human flesh, but prohibit the feeling mas¬ 
ter from manumitting his slave; yet from a consid¬ 
eration of the fate that respectful addresses to the 
legislature on this subject, have heretofore met with, 
as w'cll as from other information possessed by the 
Committee, they believe that great difficulty would 
attend even the presentation of an address, and 
•that if presented it would not be read. The com¬ 
mittee however beg leave to recommend, that this 
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subject be still kept in view,, and that the Commit¬ 
tee appointed to draft an address to the people of 
the United States, be instructed to insert therein, 
a paragraph expressive of the deep regret felt by 
the Convention, that laws, so inconsistent with our 
republican forms of government, so derogatory to 
the character of men professing Christianity, and 
so destructive to human happiness, should, through 
mistaken policy, be continued in force, to the dis¬ 
grace of our common country. 

On again adverting to that part of the report of 
the Committee of Arrangement which relates to the 
Acting Committee, it was 

Resolved, That it be the duty of the Acting 
Committee, to open and maintain a correspondence 
with some of the leading friends to abolition, in 
Baltimore, Richmond, and Alexandria : to encou¬ 
rage them to revive the spirit and form of their as¬ 
sociations, and if they cannot send forward delega¬ 
tions to the succeeding Convention, at least to 
inform us of their situation, in order that the 
Convention may, if practicable, afford them some 
encouragement under their difficulties : and that it 
be further recommended to said Committee, to 
correspond with some respectable and influential 
friends to the blacks, in the southern states, for 
the purpose of obtaining such information from 
time to time, respecting the condition of slavery in 
those states, as may enable them to judge of the ex¬ 
pediency of establishing Abolition Societies among 
them : and if such establishment should be found 
practicable, the said Committee is requested to af¬ 
ford the members suitable information, as to the 
best form of organizing themselves, by forward¬ 
ing them copies of the minutes of our proceedings. 
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and of the Constitutions of the Abolition Socie- 
ties already instituted. 

The following resolutions were moved and se¬ 
conded, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The present Convention continuing firmly im¬ 
pressed with the unlawfulness and injustice of sla¬ 
very, and the necessity of a persevering diligence 
in every lawful endeavour, on the part of the friends 
of humanity, to eradicate the evil from our land ; 
and believing that many persons decline an open 
support of the cause of abolition, from a persuasi¬ 
on that the object is unattainable without endan* 
gering'the safety and most important interests of the 
southern states, a sentiment in the opinion of this 
Convention fallacious and unfounded, and believing 
further, that the formation of a plan for the gradual 
emancipation of blacks, for their improvement and 
security when made free, and for preventing any 
injurious effects to the community, from the mea¬ 
sure, would be likely to prove highly useful— 

Resolved, That a committee of eight members be 
appointed for the above purposes, and that they 
report the result of their deliberation to the next 
Convention. 

Resolved, That the Acting Committee be re** 
quested to institute a correspondence with the 
friends of abolition in the eastern states, on the sub¬ 
ject of slavery in general, intreating them to main¬ 
tain the spirit and form of Abolition Association^ 
among them, and, in a particular manner, to afford 
their best exertions in bringing to punishment, 
such persons as they may discover to be concerned 
in the unlawful traffic in human beings. 
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The following reports were read and ordered to 
be inserted on the minutes. 

The Committee appointed by the last Convention to 
engage some literary character to compose a his¬ 
tory of slavery in the United States, respectful¬ 
ly report, 

THAT they have prevailed on a gentleman 
of extensive literature and approved talents, to en¬ 
gage in this important undertaking, which has been 
commenced, and is in a state of considerable pro¬ 
gress : but the completion of the work will neces¬ 
sarily be delayed until the author can obtain more 
documents titan are in possession of the committee, 
and much information which the papers of the 
Convention do not supply. 

THOMAS P, COPE, 
JAMES MILNOR. 

January 11th, 1804. 

The Acting Committee report. 

That agreeably to the order of the Convention, 
they revised and examined the minutes of the last 
year, caused six hundred copies of the same to 
be printed, and transmitted them, as also the 
circular address of the Convention, in suitable 
proportions to the different societies. 

The Committee further report, that no applica¬ 
tions for pecuniary aid, have been made by any of 
the societies during the recess, and they have there¬ 
fore made no drafts on the funds of the Convention. 
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No communications have been received by the 
Committee since their appointment. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

GEORGE WILLIAMS. 

The Treasurer Reports, 

That since the meeting of the last Convention 
he has received from the New-York manumission 
society, two hundred dollars—and from the New* 
Jersey society one hundred dollars—and that he 
holds a resolution of the Pennsylvania society, ap¬ 
propriating two hundred dollars to the use of the 
Convention. 

THOMAS P. COPE, Treasurer* 

The following resolution was read and adopted, 
viz. 

Resolved, That the Acting Committee be re¬ 
quested to procure a suitable person to transcribe 
into the book of minutes, such of the proceedings 
of the Convention as have not been already recor¬ 
ded, and if necessary, to draw upon the Treasurer 
for the ex pence. 

The essay of an address to the free blacks and 
people of colour jn the United States, was taken up 
and some time spent in deliberation thereon, when 
it was, on motion, resolved, that the subject be 
postponed until our next sitting_ 

Adjourned till to-morrow afternoon, at half past 
two o’clock. 
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January 12 tb x 

Convention met, pursuant to adjournment;' 
present :--- 

MATTHEW FRANKLIN, President. 

William Franklin, James Todd, 

John Coffin, James Milnor, 

Richard Hartshorne, George Williams, 

Robert Smith, jun. William Jones, 

John Griscom, John Vaughan, 

Amos Cooper, Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 

William Newbold, Othniel Alsop. 

Thomas P. Cope, 

Abraham Skelton, a delegate from the New-York 
Society, appeared, and took his seat. 

The address to the free blacks and people of 
colour being again taken up, and considered by pa¬ 
ragraphs, was adopted as follows : — 

7o the free Blacks, and other free People of Co¬ 
lour ,, in the United States. 

THE American Convention for promoting 
the Abolition of Slavery and improving the Condi¬ 
tion of the African Race, believe it proper to acf 
dress you, on subjects highly interesting to your 
well being. 

You can have no doubt but that our views are 
disinterested, and we therefore think ourselves en¬ 
titled to your attention, whilst we speak of matters 
in which you are greatly concerned. 

As you are free men, we wish you to place a 
proper estimate on your privileges, and to act in 
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a manner becoming your character ; that, by your 
worthy conduct, you may destroy the prejudice* 
which some persons entertain against you, and re¬ 
lieve your friends from the censures which they 
incur in consequence of your errors : we beseech 
you, reflect seriously and endeavour to remove 
these reproaches; and it is our earnest and affect 
tionate advice, that you remember your great and 
good Creator, who has placed you in this life, in 
order that you may, by acting well your part here, 
be qualified for everlasting happiness hereafter— 
Can you expect that happiness, if instead of attend* 
ing places of divine worship, there to pray for his 
holy aid, you spend the Sabbath, as well as much of 
the other parts of your time, in frolicking, drink* 
ing, or other evil practices, which destroy your 
own comfort, give cause of offence to your neigh¬ 
bours, and above all greatly displease that all-seeing 
God, before whom you must appear to give an 
account for all your conduct ? Let us prevail upon 
you to refrain from the use of spiritous liquors, 
which have occasioned misery to thousands—from 
gaming, a vice which will bring poverty upon your 
families, and from frolicking and amusements, 
which lead to idleness and expence: these habits 
of dissipation, can in no wise add to your comfort. 
Be industrious, diligent in your business, frugal 
in your expcnces, and endeavour to lay up part of 
your earnings against a time of need. Some of you 
can read, such know the advantages of it; you 
who cannot, strive to acquire that knowledge.— 
Surely this knowledge is an object of great impor¬ 
tance, were it only for the opportunity it affords of 
becoming acquainted with that best of books, the 
Bible. The holy Scriptures of the old and new’ 
testament, contain invaluable treasures of instruc¬ 
tion, and of comfort. It would give us much satis¬ 
faction, could we oftener see them in the hands of 
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those who are able to read them, and that an in¬ 
creasing anxiety to become possessed of their con¬ 
tents, and to profit by their precepts, might be 
more and more observable among you. 

Very much depends upon the right education of 
your children, endeavour to have them brought up 
to labour, and taught to read and write ; early place 
them apprentice with suitable masters, and whether 
they be tradesmen or farmers, be always particular¬ 
ly careful to prefer such, as by their example, will 
encourage them in industry and sobriety. 

In all your dealings be just and honest, give no 
cause of offence to any, and if any dispute, either 
among yourselves, or with others, should unhap¬ 
pily arise, in which you find difficulty, apply to such 
persons in your neighbourhoods as you know 
to be your friends, and able to give you advice and 
assistance. Be assured you will find this practice 
contribute much more to your peace and interest, 
than the settling your differences at law. 

Be careful to observe your marriage covenants, 
remembering that those w ho violate them, will fall 
under the displeasure of the Almighty. We wish 
also to impress upon your minds, the necessity of 
having your marriage ceremonies legally performed, 
and that the births and deaths in your respective 
families, be carefully registered. In the words of 
an. address heretofore made, we recommend you 
at all times, and upon all occasions, to behave your¬ 
selves in a civil and respectful manner, by which 
you may prevent contention and remove many 
causes cf complaint : wc beseech you to reflect, that 
you may, by your good conduct, refute the objec¬ 
tions which have been made against you as rational 
and moral creatures, and lessen many of the diffi- 
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culties which now occur in the emancipation of such 
of your brethren, as are yet in bondage. 

In all your communications with those of your 
brethren who remain in slavery, we desire you un¬ 
ceasingly to impress them with the necessity of 
contentment with their situations, submission to 
their masters, and fidelity to their interests—that 
they be not merely eye-servants, but carefully per¬ 
form the labours assigned them, and manage every 
thing intrusted to their care, with as much faithful¬ 
ness as if it were their own. By this conduct they 
will excite in their masters, a disposition to treat 
them with humanity and gentleness, and to increase 
the number of their privileges and comforts ; and 
contribute to the peace of their own minds. 

Console them with the reflection, that unmixed 
happiness in a future life, will be the portion of all 
good men, whatever may have been their lot here 
below. 


The resolution relative to an amendment of the 
Constitution, laid on the table yesterday, was now 
adopted. 

The report of the Committee on the subject of 
an address to the legislature of North Carolina, laid 
on the table yesterday, being again read, was con¬ 
curred in. 

The consideration of the resolution respecting a 
plan for the gradual abolition of slavery, &c. was 
resumed, and after considerable discussion, was 
adopted. 

The following persons were appointed a com¬ 
mittee to carry the said resolution into effect, viz. 
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Matthew Franklin, Abraham Skelton, Thomas P. 
Cope, James Milnor, John Griscom, William New- 
bold, John Vaughan, Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 

The following resolution was laid on the table : 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to 
prepare a memorial to Congress, requesting them 
Xo take into their serious consideration, the utility 
and propriety of inserting, in the regulations about 
to be established for the government of the terri¬ 
tory of Louisiana, a prohibition of the importation 
of slaves into that territory. 

Adjourned, till half past seven o’clock this even* 
ing. 


January past Seven o' clock, P. M. 

Convention met. 


PRESENT • 

MATTHEW.FRANKLIN, President.- 


Abraham Skelton, 
William Franklin, 
Richard Hartshorne, 
Robert Smith, jun. 
John Griscom, 
Amos Cooper, 
William New bold, 
Thomas P. Cope, 


James Todd, 

James Milnor, 

George Williams, 
William Jones, 

John Vaughan, 

Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 
Othniel Alsop. 


Resolved, That Thomas P. Cope and James 
Milnor, be continued a committee to afford to the 
author who lias undertaken to compose a history 
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of slaver}’in the United States, such information 
and assistance, towards the completion of that 
work, as may be in their power ; and, should it be 
completed before the next annual meeting of the 
Convention, the said committee are authorized, if 
it meet their approbation, to eause it to be publish¬ 
ed by subscription, or otherwise; to superintend 
the publication, and agree upon a suitable compen^ 
sation to the author. 

Resolved, That John Coffin and William Frank¬ 
lin, of New-York---Richard Hartshorne and Ro¬ 
bert Smith, jun. ofNew-Jcrsey-—and John Vaughan 
and Joseph Bringhurst, jun. of Delaware, be ap¬ 
pointed to co-operate and correspond with the pre¬ 
ceding committee, and to furnish them with all such- 
documents as they can obtain, and which may be 
useful to the author of the proposed work. 

The'resolution, laid on the table at last meeting, 
respecting an application to Congress to prohibit 
the importation of slaves into the territory ofLour 
isiana, was deliberated on and adopted ; and George 
Williams and Joseph .Bringhurst jun. were appoint¬ 
ed to draft an essay of a memorial on the subject* 
and produce it at next sitting. 

The following circular address to the several Abo¬ 
lition Societies was read, considered by paragraphs* 
and approved. 

To the . Society for Promoting the Abo¬ 

lition of Slavery. 

WE have received, with cordial satisfaction, 
the addresses to this Convention from the societies 
in New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, and De¬ 
laware. 
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This interchange of opinion and information, 
between the Convention and its constituents, is as 
the vital current of the body, flowing from part 
to part, and communicating genial warmth, and 
health, and vigour, to every portion of the system. 

Our satisfaction \v*ould have been much increas¬ 
ed, could we have acknowledged the receipt of 
communications and delegations from several so- 
cieiics which were represented in former Conven¬ 
tions, but from whom we have now no direct in¬ 
telligence ; and had some of the addresses which 
have been presented this year, contained more de¬ 
tailed information. 

Impressed tvith a sense of the interesting nature 
of the subject, we cannot but call vour reneu'ed at¬ 
tention to the education of the blacks. The schools 
are represented as being, in some parts, in a flour¬ 
ishing condition ; while in others, it is to be fear¬ 
ed, little or nothing has been done tow ards their 
establishment and support. We recommend to 
such societies as have it not in their power, from 
the scantiness of their funds and other circumstan¬ 
ces, to employ regular tutors, to form associations 
of their members, or other well disposed individ¬ 
uals, to instruct the people of colour in the most 
simple and useful branches of education ; especial¬ 
ly on the first day of the week—a day too often de¬ 
voted to dissipation. It is also of importance that 
their religious and moral education should keep, 
pace with their know ledge of letters, or much per¬ 
manent good will not be accomplished. They 
should be taught to fear and venerate the Deity ; to 
respect the laws of the country, and in all things to 
act as becomes men escaped from bondage, and on 
on whose good conduct must, in some measure, 
depend the liberation of their brethren, and the kind 
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treatment of such as remain in slavery. We be-* 
lieve it would be profitable occasionally to convene 
them, in order to afford suitable opportunities to 
impress their minds with these truths. 

As much good may be expected to result front 
the establishment of a fund, to be at the disposal of 
the Convention, we hope the laudable example set 
by some of the societies, in their donations for that 
purpose, will be followed by wealthy individuals, 
and by other societies who are in a capacity to af¬ 
ford it. 

A person of established literary reputation has 
been engaged to-write a history of the rise, pro¬ 
gress, and present state of slavery in the United 
States ; and some advancement has been made in 
the work—As a great variety of information on 
this subject will be necessary, to enable the author 
to compose a correct and ample history, you are 
requested to collect and forward, without delay, all 
such essays and facts, relative to the design, as 
may' be in your power. 

At the same time that we invite a vigilant and 
constant attention, in the friends of the blacks, to 
prevent as far as their power extends, the infracti¬ 
on of the laws of the country in favour of emanci¬ 
pation, we confidently trust that due care will be 
observed to select men to the several offices of the 
societies, who have their zeal tempered with pru¬ 
dence and knowledge ; for we are sensible, that for 
want of sound discretion on the part of some well- 
meaning, but over-zealous individuals, the views 
and conduct of the body at large, have been gross¬ 
ly' misunderstood : the cause has suffered undeserv¬ 
ed reproach in the minds of some of our fellow 
citizens, and heavy expences have been incurred 
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in the unfavourable termination of suits undertaken 
without sufficient evidence, and with too much 
precipitation. 

Being persuaded that no favourable opportunity 
should be lost for impressing the public mind with 
the iniquity of slavery, and the varied vices and 
evils, which are incident to it, in all their forms and 
consequences, we entreat such of you as have not 
chosen Standing Committees, charged with the 
publication of extracts and fugitive pieces, on this 
very interesting subject, to adopt the measure : 
Its utility has been fully proven by experience, 
which is the best test of wisdom. To those soci¬ 
eties who have derived advantage from the practice, 
we recommend a diligent and habitual attention to 
the subject. 

We observe, with much sensibility and regret, 
that the inhuman and wicked practice of kidnap¬ 
ping, still prevails in our country, and that seve¬ 
ral cases of it have occurred since the meeting of 
the last Convention. Was there no other object to 
claim the ardent sympathy, and the active opposi¬ 
tion of our associated brethren, than this alone, it 
would of itself be sufficiently interesting and mo¬ 
mentous to justify an union of all our powders, and 
a vigorous combination of all our efforts, to resist 
this single enormity, this cruel and savage violation 
of the rights of our fellow-men. We request that 
you will, in your succeeding communications to 
the Convention, furnish accurate accounts of the 
several cases which may come under your notice, 
and that you will detail with precision, such of 
them as may be attended with particular circum¬ 
stances of atrocity. The perpetrators should be 
known and exposed to public odium : Their names 
whenever detected, should be circulated through- 

Abolition Societies/338 



39 


out the continent, through the medium of the pub* 
lie prints ; and no offender, who can be brought t6 
punishment, should be suffered to escape the just 
penalty of his transgressions. 

The discouragements which prevail among the 
friends and advocates of the African race, especial¬ 
ly to the southward, have excited the anxious con¬ 
cern of the Convention. While we have nine hun¬ 
dred thousand slaves in our country—while we 
have the strongest evidence that new importations 
will take place—while the abominable practice of 
kidnapping exists to an alarming and most sorrow¬ 
ful extent—while we have reason to believe that 
hundreds of vessels sail annually from our shores 
to traffic in the blood of our fellow-men—and 
while we feel, acknowledge, and deplore, that the 
cause of emancipation has many strenuous, pow¬ 
erful, and unwearied opponents, m every quar¬ 
ter of the union—Can this be the time to remit our 
efforts ? and to abandon that standard under which, 
with the favour and protection of Providence, so 
many thousands have been rescued from the yoke oif 
bondage, and restored to the enjoyment of their 
natural rights ? not so brethren—Be not disheart¬ 
ened—-Let us rather redouble our diligence to help 
forward the great and good work in which we have 
engaged; resting our hopes of ultimate success, on 
our honest and disinterested endeavours, and on 
the justice of our cause. 


The following persons were appointed to consti. 
tute the Acting Committee, viz. John Griscom, 
James Milnor, George Williams, William Jones, 
Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 
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On motion, resolved, That John Vaughan and 
Robert Smith, jun. be a committee to prepare and 
report a set of rules for the government of the Act¬ 
ing Committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock. 


January 1 3tb, 1804. 
Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
present 


MATTHEW FRANKLIN, President. 


Abraham Skelton, 
William Franklin, 
John Coffin, 

Richard Hartshorne, 
Robert Smith, jun. 
John Griscom, 
Amos Cooper, 
William Newbold, 


Thomas P. Cope, 

James Todd, 

James Milnor, 

George Williams, 
William Jones, 

John Vaughan, 

Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 
Othnicl Alsop. 


The committee appointed to draft a memorial to 
congress, produced the following ; which was read 
by paragraphs, adopted, and referred to the Acting 
Committee, who are desired to forward the same to 
the seat of government. 


To the Senate and House or Representatives, of 
the United States or America, in Congress as¬ 
sembled. 


THE Convention of Delegates, from 
the different Abolition Societies of the United 
States, beg leave respectfully to propose for your 
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tion, the utility and propriety of passing 
, as shall prohibit the importation of slaves 
ferritory of Louisiana, lately ceded to the 
:ates. 


memorialists feel themselves deeply im- 
ith this important subject; and they deem 
ity to solicit, most earnestly, your serious 
to the proposition. They believe, that 
nd sound policy are so intimately united, 
Eternal Parent, that man cannot separate 
i impunity. If wisdom urge the pcrform- 
ly particular act---if it command the for- 
id establishment of any specific law ; the 
policy will be evinced by obedience to 
iction. 

irtuc, the offspring of wisdom, teaches 
ove his fellow-man, and enjoins him to 
ill that may be within the compass of his 
for the general happiness of his species, 
ational governments comply with this 
it and sublime law, they become the pro- 
instruments of national blessings ; but 
v oppose or disregard its dictates, their 
nts must necessarily feel, sooner or later, 
amities which follow such opposition or 


cestors have, unhappily, entailed on some 
ates, the evils of slavery. Many of our 
izens in those states, we believe, are 
ly sensible of the magnitude of their bur- 
t they know and feel, that man may com- 
with more facility than he can eradicate 
juences. Your memorialists entreat you 
on---to consider, with impartial attention, 
rs and difficulties before you ; and beseech 
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you, with deep concern, to preserve the country, 
whose regulations depend on your wisdom, from 
similar calamities. 

They also respectfully suggest to you, that while 
the Constitution of the United States declares all 
men equally entitled to liberty, they cannot con- 
ceive our government as acting consistently with 
its declarations, if it shall, in any instance, author¬ 
ize man to enslave unoffending man. In compli¬ 
ance with that distinguishing principle of our 
national constitution, a former congress judged it 
expedient to introduce among its regulations for the 
government of the North-Western Territory, a 
provision resembling that w hich your memorialists 
now suggest to you. 

There is another consideration, to which your 
memorialists feel themselves bound to call your at¬ 
tention. While the governments of Europe are 
shaken by civil discord, or surrounded by the in¬ 
calculable cruelties and horrors of national warfare, 
a benificent and over-ruling Providence has been 
pleased to preserve for our country, the blessings 
of peace—to grant us new proofs of his goodness— 
and to place us in a condition of prosperity, unri¬ 
valled in the records of history. Docs it not become 
the duty of a nation so crowned with the blessings 
of peace, and plenty, and happiness, to manifest its 
gratitude, to the whole world, by acts of justice and 
virtue ? For the true honour of our country—from 
benevolence towards the future possessors of our 
newly acquired soil, your memorialists hope you 
will hear and grant their request. And with all the 
respect w hich is due to the representatives of a free 
people, they subscribe themselves cordially your 
friends and fellow-citizens. 
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The resolution instructing the Acting Commit¬ 
tee to institute a correspondence with the friends 
of abolition in the eastern states, was taken up and 
agreed to. 

The address to the people of the United States 
was again read; and, after some discussion, it was" 
on motion, agreed to be recommitted to the same 
committee, and produced at our next sitting. 

William Newbold requested leave of absence for 
the remainder of the session, which was granted. 

Adjourned till this evening at half past six o’clock. 


January \3th^--Half past Six o'clock , P. M. 
Convention met. 


PRESENT 

MATTHEW FRANKLIN, President. 


Abraham Skelton, 
William Franklin, 
John Coffin, 

Richard Hartshorne, 
Robert Smith, jun. 
John Griscom, 
Amos Cooper, 
Thomas P. Cope, 


James Todd, 

James Milnor, 

George Williams, 
William Jones, 

John Vaughan, 

Joseph Bringhurst, jun< 
Othniel Alsop. 


The following rules for the government of the 
Acting Committee, reported by the committee ap-' 
pointed for the purpose, were now considered and 
adopted; —<— 
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Rules fox the Government or the Acting 
Committee* 

I. IT shall be their duty, to meet as soon 
after the rise of the Convention as conveniently 
may be, to organize themselves ; and they shall 
hold stated meetings on the first Mondays in the 
months of March, May, July, and December. 

II. At their first meeting, they shall appoint 
a chairman and secretary—It shall be the duty of 
the Chairman, to preside at the meetings of the 
Committee; and any written communications from 
members residing at a distance, shall be addressed 
to him. 

III. The Secretary shall keep regular minutes 
of their proceedings, and record them in a book, to 
be provided for the purpose. 

IV. Special meetings may be called by the 
Chairman, at the request of any two members. 

V. At all meetings of the committee, three 
members shall constitute a quorum. 

VI. At the close of the term for which they arc 
appointed, the minutes of their proceedings shall 
be submitted to the inspection of the Convention* 


Abolition Societies/344 



45 


On motion, resolved, That the treasurer, with 
the advice and approbation of the Acting Commit¬ 
tee, beat liberty to place at interest, from time to 
time, such monies as he may deem proper. 

An amended form of an address to the people of 
the United States, being produced, was read and 
agreed to as follows : 

TO THE 

PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

FEL.T.OW C1TIZEKS, 

THE American Convention for promoting 
the Abolition of Slavery, and improving the Con¬ 
dition of the African race, assembled for the pur¬ 
pose of deliberation upon such matters as relate to 
the design of their institution, believe it their duty 
to address you at this time: not with a view to 
descant upon the horrors of slavery, or its incom¬ 
patibility with sound policy, with justice, with mo¬ 
rality, and with the spirit and doctrines of Christi¬ 
anity : for besides that the circumscribed nature 
of such an address necessarily precludes lengthy 
animadversion, these are topics, which have been 
so repeatedly and ablv discussed, as to leave little 
room for additional argument or new illustration.— 
The feelings and the judgment have been often ad¬ 
dressed with all the strength of reason and the pow¬ 
ers of eloquence, and although prejudice may blind 
the eyes of some, and avarice close the avenues of 
sensibility in others, we derive consolation from 
the assurance, that the wise and the good, the lib¬ 
eral and the considerate of all classes of the commu¬ 
nity, lament the existence of slavery, and consider 
it as a dark stain in the annals of our country. We 
do not even hesitate to believe, that many who hold 
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slaves by demise, acknowledge the injuftice of the 
tenure; but perplexed in the contemplation of the 
embarrassment in which they find themselves, they 
are ready to exclaim, “ What shall be done with 
them !” We would willingly include these among 
the number of our friends, and entreat them to unite 
in the removal of an evil so justly and alhiost uni - 1 
versally deplored. 

A principal object of our concern, is to rouse the 
attention of the public to the continued---may we 
not say—-increasing necessity of exertion. We fear 
many have taken up an idea, tliat there is less oc¬ 
casion now than formerly, for active zeal in pro¬ 
moting the cause of the oppressed African : but 
when it is remembered that there are about nine 
hundred thousand slaves in our country ! that hun-' 
dreds of vessels do annually sail from our shores, to 
traffic in the blood of our fellow men! and that 
the abominable practice of kidnapping is carried on? 
to an alarming extent! surely it will not bo 
thought a time for supineness and neglect. Ought 
not rather every faculty of the mind to be awaken¬ 
ed ? and in a matter wherein the reputation and 
prosperity of these United States are so deeply in¬ 
volved, is it possible that any can remain as indif¬ 
ferent and idle spectators ? 

The gross and violent outrages committed by a 
horde of kidnappers, call aloud for redress. We 
have reason to believe, there is a complete chain of 
them along our sea coast, from Georgia to Maine. 
Like the vulture, soaring in apparent indifference, 
while watching for his prey, these shameless men, 
disguised in the habiliments of gentlemen, haunt 
public places, and at night seize and carry off the 
victims of their avarice. The Convention are in¬ 
formed of some of their insidious manoeuvres^ 


Abolition Societies/346 



47 


-They generally have vessels moored in small rivers, 
and creeks, and after stealing the unprotected, they 
decoy by stratagem and allure by specious offers of 
gain, such free persons of colour as they find sus¬ 
ceptible of delusion. Others residing near the sea- 
coast, are continually purchasing slaves in the 
middle states, to sell at an advanced price to their 
compeers in infamy. For the victims of this shock¬ 
ing business, they find a ready market among the 
•southern planters. The design of this detail, must 
be obvious : It is to excite the vigilance of every 
friend to humanity and to virtue, in the detection 
and punishment of these monsters in the shape of 
men. 

To complain of injusice, or petition for redress 
of grievances, cannot be mistaken for rebellion a- 
gainst the laws of our country. We lament there-' 
fore the existence of statutes in the state of North 
Carolina, prohibiting individuals the privilege' of 
doing justice to the unfortunate slave, and to their 
own feelings, by setting him at liberty ; and we 
learn with the deepest regret, that the state of South 
Carolina has recently repealed the law prohibiting 
the importation of slaves from Africa into that 
state. Such appears to be the melancholy fact; but 
we cannot restrain the involuntary question—Is 
this possible ? Is the measure of iniquity not yet 
filled ? Is there no point at which you will stop ? Or 
was it necessary to add this one step, to complete 
the climax of folly, cruelty, and desperation ? Oh 
legislators ! we beseech you to reflect, before you 
increase the evils which already surround you in 
gloomy and frightful perspective ! 

Beholding with anxiety the increase rather than 
diminution of slavery and its dreadful concomitants, 
Ave earnestly request the zealous co-operation of 
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every friend to justice and every lover of his coun¬ 
try. It is an honourable, a virtuous and a humane 
cause in which we have embarked. Much good 
has already been effected, but much remains to be 
done ; and, under the divine blessing, may we not 
confidently hope, that in proportion to the sincer¬ 
ity of our motives, and the temperate, firm, and 
persevering constancy of our exertions, will be our 
success, and peaceful reward. Those who live 
contiguous to the sea-ports, in particular, we wish 
may be stimulated to vigilance, that none of those 
shameful acts of atrocity adverted to, may elude 
deserved punishment; and our fellow citizens of 
the eastern states are respectfully invited to pay at¬ 
tention to the clandestine traffic in slaves, carried on 
from some of their ports. Such daring infractions 
of the laws of our country require prompt and de¬ 
cisive measures. 

Many aspersions have been cast upon the advo¬ 
cates of the freedom of the Blacks, by malicious or 
interested men ; but, conscious of the rectitude of 
our intentions, and the disinterestedness of our en¬ 
deavours, we hope not to be intimidated by censure 
from performing the part assigned us. We frankly 
own, that it is our wish to promote a general 
emancipation; and, in doing this, it is our belief 
we essentially promote the true interests of the 
state : Although many inconveniencies may result 
from a general liberation of the People of Colour; 
yet those which flow' from their continuance in sla¬ 
very, must be infinitely greater, and are every day 
increasing. It is, therefore, in our estimation, 
desirable that this object should be brought about 
w ith as much speed as a prudent regard to existing 
circumstances, and the safety of the country, w ill 
.admit: But in all our endeavours for its accom¬ 
plishment, we hope to move with care and circum- 
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apection. We pointedly disavow the most distant 
intention to contravene any existing law of the 
states collectively or separately---We will not know¬ 
ingly infringe upon the nominal rights of property, 
although those rights may only be traced to our 
statute-books ; and while we desire to be supported 
in our endeavours to defend the cause of the op¬ 
pressed, we hope that discretion and moderation, 
will characterize all our proceedings. We feel with 
others the common frailties of humanity, and, there¬ 
fore cannot expect an exemption from error. The 
best intentions are sometimes inadvertently led a- 
stray ; a lively zeal in a good cause may occasional¬ 
ly overleap the bounds of discretion : although 
therefore individuals may, in some instances, have 
suffered their zeal to exceed knowledge, yet we re¬ 
peat, that the line of conduct which we approve, and 
which is consonant with the spirit and design of 
our institutions, is in strict conformity with a due 
submission to existing laws, and to the legal claims 
of our fellow citizens. On this ground we think 
we have a juft claim to the countenance and support 
of all liberal minds---ofall who delight in the real 
prosperity of their country, and in the multiplica¬ 
tion of human happiness. 

We conclude in the expression of a hope, that 
the Supreme Disposer of events, will prosper our 
labours in this work of justice, and hasten the day, 
when liberty shall be proclaimed to the captive, and 
this land of boasted freedom and independence, be 
relieved from the opprobrium which the sufferings 
of the oppressed African now cast upon it. 


Resolved, That the Acting Committee procure 
the insertion of the preceding address in as many 
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of the public newspapers as possible; and that they 
also cause one thousand copies thereof, together 
with one thousand copies of the address to the free 
blacks to be printed in sheets, and transmitted to the 
different societies for distribution. 

Resolved, That the said committee cause five 
hundred copies of the proceedings of this conven¬ 
tion, and as many copies of the circular address as 
they may judge necessary to be printed and transr 
mitted as above. 

Resolved, That the Acting Committee present 
the thanks, of the Convention to the President of 
the select council of the city of Philadelphia, for the 
use of this chamber during the present session. 

Adjourned sine die. 

Published by order of the Convention, 

OTHNIEL ALSOP, Sec’jit. 
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MINUTES 


or THE 

PROCEEDINGS 

or THE tenth 

AMERICAN CONVENTION 


FOR PROMOTING Til* 

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY, &c. 


SELECT COUNCIL CHAMBER. 

Philadelphia , January 14/A, 1805. 

Three o’clock P. M. 

THIS being the day appointed by the Consti¬ 
tution for the meeting of the American Convention 
for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery, and im¬ 
proving the Condition of die African Race,....a 
number of Delegates attended, and produced their 
credentials, by which it appeared that the following 
persons were appointed to represent their respective 
Societies, in this Convention, viz. 

^cvt^Tork .John Murray, Jun. 

Adrian Hegeman, 

Isaac Hicks, 

Walter Morton, 

Joshua Underhill, 
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William T. Slocum, 

Isaac A. Vanhook, 

Rudolph Bunner, 

Samuel Burling, 

Samuel Hicks. 

New-Jersey .... Richard Hartshomc. 

Gershom Craft, 

Clement Hall, 

John Wistcr, 

Josiah Reeve, 

Benjamin Cooper, 

James J. Wilson. 

Pennsylvania ....Thomas P. Cope, 

Othniel Alsop, 

Walter Franklin, 

William Jones, 

Timothy Paxson, 

John R. Coates. 

Delaware .George Munro, 

Cyrus Newlin, 

William Poole, 

Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 

The Delegates present were....Walter Morton, 
William T. Slocum, Rudolph Bunner, Gershom 
Craft, Clement Hall, Josiah Reeve, James J. Wil¬ 
son, Thomas P. Cope, Othniel Alsop, William 
Jones, Timothy Paxson, Cyrus Newlin, William 
Poole, and Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 

The Convention proceeded to the choice of Offi¬ 
cers, when the following persons were duly elect¬ 
ed, via. 
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GERSHOM CRAFT....Presidemt. 

OTHNIEL ALSOP. Secretary. 

THOMAS P. CO PE.... Treasurer. 

John Rafield was appointed door-keeper. 

Communications from the societies of New- 
York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware 
were read, as follows :. 

Report of the New-York Society for Promoting the 
Manumission of Slaves, and protecting such of 
them as have been, or may be liberated. 

To the Convention of Delegates , from the several Abolition 
Societies in the United States, to be held at Philadelphia , 
on the 14th day of First Month , 1805 . 

YOUR last circular communication accompa* 
nied with an address to the people of colour, and 
another to the citizens of the United States, were 
gratefully received by us. The former has been 
attended to on our part, and the excellent and appro¬ 
priate addresses have been distributed, and circu¬ 
lated in a manner we thought most conducive to 
their object. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties we have had to 
encounter, and the various discouragements we 
have met with, in the discharge of our duties as 
members of an association, formed on the princi¬ 
ples of humanity and justice, we continue to be 
more and more convinced, of the goodness of the 
cause, in which we are engaged, and to be animated 
*tth the prospect, that the great object of all our cf- 
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forts will ultimately* succeed, and be attended with 
the happy consequences we have ever anticipated. 

Though we may regret that some of the earlier ad¬ 
vocates of emancipation have relaxed in their zeal, 
or become indifferent to the cause, we rejoice in 
the accession of a greater number, whose future ex- 
ertions and perseverance, we trust, will be equal to 
the magnitude and dignity of the work in which we 
are engaged. 

It is with great satisfaction we are enabled to state, 
that the standing committee in the vigorous dis¬ 
charge of the duties assigned to them, have met 
with the desired success in relieving several from the 
bonds of slavery, and affording relief to many, who 
had a claim to their sympathy and benevolence. 
It is however with deep regret and sorrow we ob¬ 
serve, that in defiance of the laws enacted by the 
national and state Legislatures, for the restriction 
and prevention of the nefarious traffic, in slaves, 
and the still more heinous crime of kidnapping, 
there is too much reason to believe that this barba¬ 
rous and inhuman practice still exists. What more 
can be done to detect and counteract the wicked 
arts of those concerned in this traffic, so repugnant 
to the dictates of humanity and the laws of the land, 
we must submit to the discernment and wisdom of 
the convention to discover. 

Though wehave, at various times, represented the 
increasing and prosperous state of the School under 
our care, and particularly in our communication, 
on first month 1803, yet as we regard the subject 
as of primary importance, we should not do jus¬ 
tice to our feelings, were we to forbear making 
some mention of the present condition- of that insti¬ 
tution. This cannot be better done than by adopt* 
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ing the Ianguge of the report of the trustees to-this 
society. That the school continues to be very 
“ respectably supported, consisting of more than 
one hundred scholars, many of whom have made a 
handsome proficiency .in learning; a number of them 
who have had their education solely in thiB school 
have made -considerable progress in arithmetic, and 
all are in a state of improvement, we believe equal 
to that in any school of white children, consisting 
of the same number, and having the same opportu¬ 
nity of attending, and it may afford the society sa¬ 
tisfaction to be informed, that the children generally 
exhibit a very decent appearance in their persons, 
and apparel, and are a pleasing charge to the trus¬ 
tees.” 


A careful attention to the moral and litcrfcry im¬ 
provement of the rising generation, is justly consi- 
<lered by all as essential to the civil and religious 
welfare of society. If we regard it as a duty in¬ 
cumbent upon us, by the establishment of Schools 
and seminaries of learning to promote the education 
of youth, that they may be prepared to act their 
parts on the stage of human life with dignity and 
propriety, ought we entirely to neglect that portion 
of our fellow beings w ho are intitled to our pity, 
and whose enjoyment of liberty, may be of but 
little use either to themselves or to the communi¬ 
ty, unless they are qualified by suitable instruction 
to conduct with propriety in the various stations 
allotted to them in civil society. In proportion, 
therefore, as the number of free blacks, is increased* 
have we regarded it as our duty to provide schools 
for the education of the Children. The one under 
our immediate inspection is divided into two de¬ 
partments, one of which is intrusted to the care of a 
lice man of colour, whose competence and assidu¬ 
ity hart hitherto given satisfaction to the trustee* 
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the other is under the direction of a female, who has 
for many years been employed by the society, and 
who has by her exertions merited their approbation. 

We feel an ardent solicitude that the continued 
and laudable efforts of the Convention, in so just a 
cause, may not only tend to enlighten the minds of 
the prejudiced and perverse, but be crowned with 
success in the final extinction of slavery and all 
commerce in our fellow men. 

The following persons are appointed delegates to 
represent this society in Convention, viz....John 
Murray jun. Adrian Hegeman, Isaac Hicks v Walter 
Morton, Joshua Underhill, William T. Slocum, 
Isaac A. Vanhook, Rudolph Bunner, Samuel Bur¬ 
ling, Samuel Hicks. 

Signed on behalf of the New. York Society for 
promoting the Manumission of Slaves, 8tc. 

NcW'York 12 th mo. 25fA, 1604. 

VALENTINE SEAMAN, 2d F. President, 

CHARLES COLLINS, Assist. Sec'ry. 

The Officers of the Society for the present year are:.... 

Samuel L. Mitchell, President; James Robert¬ 
son, first Vice-President; Valentine Seaman, se¬ 
cond Vice-President; George Newbold, Secretary; 
Charles Collins, Assistant Secretary ; John Mur¬ 
ray, jun* Treasurer ; Matthew Franklin, Register; 
Nehemiah Allen, Chairman, and John L. Bowne, 
Secretary of the Standing Committee ; Andrew 
Cock, Chairman, and Matthew franklin, Secre¬ 
tary of the Board of Trustees for .the School at 
New-York ; Alexander Hamilton, Peter J. Munro, 
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D. D. Tompkins, William Johnson, Counsellors; 
John Murray, jun. Elisha W. King, Thomas Frank¬ 
lin, Henry Post, Andrew Cock, Preserved Fish, 
the Committee of Correspondence. 


From the New-Jersey Society for promoting the 

gradual Abolition of Slavery. 

To the next Convention of Delegates to be held in 
Philadelphia . 

ALTHOUGH we have not much important 
information to communicate, yet concurring with 
the convention in the utility of annual reports from 
the respective associations, we readily comply with 
the recommendation. 

The last circular address of the Convention has 
been received and read amongst us, the interesting 
purport thereof having obtained our deliberate at¬ 
tention, particularly that part relative to the institu¬ 
tion of schools among the people of colour, and 
their moral and religious improvement. It is not 
to be expected that any sudden and striking effect 
can be produced ; but it would ill agree with the 
characteristics of a rational benevolence, to be deter¬ 
red from attempting the atchievement of a moment¬ 
ous and extensive benefit, because of obstructions, 
which, though they may render the labour tedious, 
must eventually be subdued by time and persever- 
ance. Notwithstanding* this work has not visibly 
progressed since our last report, yet as the attention 
of the society has at this time been particularly 
drawn to the subject, we are not without a hope 
that some more effectual measures will ere long be 
adopted and pursued in various parts of the state. 
The interest and the happiness of the nation is deep- 
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ly involved in the issue, and all its sincere friends 
should feel themselves bound to co-operate in the 
laudable work. 

It is with peculiar pleasure that we have it in our 
power to commemorate an event, which, as a de¬ 
monstration of the increasing triumph of justice and 
charity over ignorance and prejudice, must give uni- 
versal satisfaction to all liberal minds. At the win- 
ter session of our Legislature, a committee of this 
society attended to promote the success of the bill 
referred to in our last report: They met w r ith a 
hearty co-operation on the part of many of the mem¬ 
bers, and finally it passed into an act almost by an 
unanimous vote. We may further add, from au¬ 
thority which may be relied upon, that, contrary to 
the expectation of many, the measure has given pret¬ 
ty general satisfaction, and but few murmurs have 
been excited, even in those parts of the state where 
there are most slaves. This law enacts that all 
children born of slaves after the 4th day of July 1804, 
shall be free, subject to a servitude, if males, until 
25, if females until 21. A copy of the act shall be 
subjoined to this report. 

We have not been unmindful of the recommend¬ 
ation respecting the publication of essays on the sub¬ 
ject of abolition ; our standing committee, separat¬ 
ed for that purpose, having procured the insertion 
in the public prints of several pieces calculated to be 
useful. 

A variety of cases of persons claiming their free¬ 
dom, on the ground of illegal detention, are at this 
time under the care of our acting committees, and 
it appears by reports forwarded, that six persons have 
been set at liberty since last year by the aid of the 
society. One of the decisions in behalf of two of 
the number it is hoped will tend to establish the 
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claim of seven or eight children of the same family, 
but it is expected not without fresh suits, the panics 
concerned residing in another part of the state. It 
was decided on the ground of the grand-mother be¬ 
ing of Indian extraction. The other decision, which 
liberated four of the number stated, being in the 
supreme court, we shall annex a copy of the record 
of said court respecting the same. 

The printed copies of the proceedings of the last 
convention, apportioned to this society, have been 
received, and the requisite means taken for their pro¬ 
per distribution ; as also a number of copies of ad¬ 
dresses, one to the people of colour, and the other to 
the citizens of the United States: the latter has been 
republished in two of the news-papers of this state. 

Annexed is a list of the officers of the society for 
the ensuing year. 


We have appointed Richard Hartshome, Ger- 
shom Craft, Clement Hall, John Wister, Josiah 
Reeves, Benjamin Cooper, and James J. Wilson, to 
represent us in the Convention, to whom we refer 
for more particular information. 

Signed on behalf of a general meeting of said so¬ 
ciety held at Trenton 9th mo. (Sept. 26,) 1804. 

WILLIAM GRIFFITH, President. 

Attest, 

ROBERT SMITH, Jun. Scc'ry. 


Officers of the Society for the ensuing year . 

Pexsidknt....WILLIAM GRIFFITH. 

Vier.PEn f GERSHOM CRAFT, 
vice r*E«....| wlLLIAM newbqld 

Teea.uree... WILLI AM COXE. 
Secretaey„.ROBERT SMITH, Jun. 
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Chairmen of District Meetings. 

Burlington.... William Newbold, 

Gloucester .James Cooper, 

Salem .Clement <Hall, 

Babway .John Shotwcll, 

Trenton .Thomas M. Potter. 


To the American Convention for promoting the 
Abolition of Slavery . 

We have appointed the following members to 
represent this society in Convention at your ensuing 
sitting: Thomas P. Cope, Othnicl Alsop, Walter 
Franklin, William Jones, Timothy Paxson and 
John R. Coats. 

It is with great satisfaction we recognize in the 
last proceedings and address of your body, a conti¬ 
nuance of the same zeal which has heretofore animat- 
ed the friends of the unhappy blacks : While this 
zeal remains unabated, and is accompanied by cor¬ 
responding exertions we may at least anticipate a 
mitigation of the sufferings of this oppressed class ol 
our fellow men, and be encouraged to extend our 
prospects under the favor of Providence to their com¬ 
plete deliverance. But in the prosecution of all law¬ 
ful and honest means to effect so desirable an end, 
we are aware of the propriety of your counsel, that 
“ our zeal be tempered with prudence and know¬ 
ledge,” and so far as our sphere of active interfer¬ 
ence extends we shall endeavour to make it accepta¬ 
ble as well as useful, by that discretion and modera- 
tion which ought always to be manifested by the sup¬ 
porters of a righteous cause. Much of the exertior 
of our society will, in consequence of the rapid dc 
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dine of slavery amongst us, be employed in future, 
less in obtaining the liberation of blacks than in the 
improvement of their morals, and the promotion of 
the education of their offspring. It gives us great 
pleasure that the blacks themselves seem lately to 
have felt more than ordinary concern on this subject. 
In addition to the means of education, heretofore 
provided, they have established two schools in this 
city amongst themselves : One under the direction 
of the religious society of African Episcopalians, the 
other under that of an association of blacks, for the 
special purpose, withoutdistinction of religious sects. 
As these establishments have been recently under¬ 
taken, we cannot say a great deal respecting them, 
but, from our knowledge of several of their promo¬ 
ters, we hope they will be productive of much useful¬ 
ness to the rising generation of this people, and un¬ 
der that impression we are desirous of encouraging 
their attempts. 

Persuaded, as we are, of the capacity of the blacks 
for the reception of knowledge, and of the importance 
of knowledge in promoting virtue and morality, it is 
the unceasing wish of our hearts to see an increase 
of the means of its attainment. The community at 
large have a claim upon us for our exertions in this 
particular, and we hope it will never be an imputation 
justly applicable to any of us, that, while we have 
been anxiously solicitous for the release of indivi¬ 
duals from bondage, we have been careless of their 
subsequent advancement in the qualifications re¬ 
quisite to the proper enjoyment of the blessing of 
freedom. 

Your recommendation of the practice of publish¬ 
ing extracts and fugitive pieces, on the subject of 
slavery, meets our approbation, although there seems 
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the less necessity for it where the public mind is so 
strongly averse to slavery as it is with us. 

Our committee of correspondence have been 
charged with the execution of this duty, so far as its 
performance shall be deemed profitable, and we 
hope it may be attended to by our sister societies, as 
well as by capable individuals, where the popular 
prepossessions still remain unfavorable to emancipa- 
tion. 

By several communicationsreccivedfrom England, 
we ar? greatly rejoiced to find that the cause of A- 
bolition there is in an advancing state. Its friends, 
notwithstanding the postponement of the question 
by the house of lords, entertain very sanguine hopes 
of success at the next session of parliament. Associ¬ 
ations, for promoting this great object have reviv¬ 
ed, several authors of eminence have published much 
interesting matter on the subject, and the general as¬ 
pect of things appears more propitious than at any 
former period. 

We lament with you that, in the southern parts of 
our country, discouragements should prevail a- 
mongst the friends and advocates of the African 
race. We know they are surrounded with difficul¬ 
ties. Considering how formidable is the opposition 
against which they have to contend, we sympathize 
with them in the painful sensations which continu¬ 
al disappointment and defeat must occasion j but we 
see no reason for them to despair. In many of those 
places, where personal slavery isnow unknown, there 
was onde as little prospect of the destruction of the 
Hydra as with themselves, yet events have shewn 
the advantage of perseverence, and how foolish it 
would have been despondingly to abandon the work. 
Truth it often making its impression on the minds 
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of men when their outward actions appear most ma¬ 
nifestly to oppose its dictates, and reason, as well as 
religion, teaches us to expect a blessing upon the 
honest labours of those who employ themselves in 
its defence. 


May we therefore be renewedly animated in the 
prosecution of unwearied endeavours for the bene¬ 
fit of the people whose interests we have espoused. 
Reflection and experience more and more convince 
us that we are conscientiously bound not to remit 
our efforts, and it is a sweet consolation that they al¬ 
so authorize us to anticipate, with confidence, that 
our labours will in the result be alike conducive to 
the common interests of the community and to the 
comfort and happiness of our enslaved fellow men. 

Signed on behalf of the Pennsylvania Society for 
promoting the Abolition of Slavery, &c. 

Philadelphia , Ut , mo. 7th , 1805. 

ROBERT PATTERSON, 

Vice President. 

Attest, 

JOHN BACON, Secretary. 


The Officer* of the Society for the pretent year art 


Prkiidrnt. m .DOCTOR BENJAMIN RUSH. 

v 0 /ROBERT PATTERSON, 
ViCE-PRRa...| THOMAS PARKER. 


Treasurer... JOHN EVANS. 

SiciiTUin... { BENJAMIN WILLIAMS. 
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COUNSELLORS. 


William Lewis, 
William Rawle, 
John Hallowell, 
Walter Franklin, 
James Milnor, 
Joseph Hopkinson 

ELEC' 

Hanson Waters, 
Joseph Moore, 

Isaac T. Hopper, 
Abraham Hillyarcl, 
Edmund Kinsey, 
Charles Townsend, 


1 Joseph Hemphill, 

I John R. Coates, 
Daniel Smith, 

I George Fisher, 
i George Vaux, 

| Jacob S. Wain, Jun.' 

COMMITTEE. 

Samuel Smith, 
Thomas Harrison, 
William Master, 
Thomas Rogers, 

Isaac Pearson, 

Joseph Price. 


To the American Convention for promoting the 
Abolition of Slavery. 

.Ob 

Fei.low Labourers, 

We salute you with fraternal regard, and ac- 
knowledge, with pleasure, the reception of a number 
of copies of your “ Advice to free blacks and other 
free people of colour,” your “ Address to the ci- 
tizen&of the United States,’* and your minutes and 
very interesting circular address of last year. 

In your circular address there are several subjects 
which require our particular notice; we shall in our 
observations pursue the order which they hold in the 
address. First, in conformity to your advice re¬ 
specting the establishment of schools, for persons o( 
colour, we inform you that our funds being inade¬ 
quate to the payment of a tutor, we appointed a 
committee, of ten members from our society, for 
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thepurpose ofinstructing those persons on the First- 
day afternoon of the week, in reading, writing and 
arithmetic. The committee engaged in their em¬ 
ployment early in the summer, and continued their 
labours until late in the autumn. About thirty per¬ 
sons attended the school each day ; many of them 
manifested sincere desires to improve their minds, 
and several evinced considerable advancement, dur¬ 
ing the maintenance of the school. From several 
circumstances it was concluded by the committee, 
most advisable to discontinue the school during the 
winter. We hope, however, that the business will 
be recommenced early next summer. 

A committee, appointed from our society, con¬ 
vened the blacks and other persons of colour, and 
read and distributed your address to them. The 
persons assembled conducted themselves in a very 
respectful manner, and appeared to listen with great 
attention to your advice. Several observations were 
made on the different subjects of the address, and we 
believe the meeting was useful. The people of that 
class, in this town and its neighbourhood, have been 
improving during the past year. 

We plainly perceive that much good may arise 
from the establishment of a permanent fund, to be 
at the disposal of the convention, and we regret 
that our poverty will not allow us, at present, to 
cast a mite into the treasury. We presume, howe¬ 
ver, to recommend your continued attention to this 
important object, and we hope we shall not always 
be compelled to bestow apologies instead of money. 

We learn with much satisfaction that the history 
of the rise, progress, and present state of Slave¬ 
ry* in the United States, is advancing. We have 
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not yet collected either facts, or essays, which could 
forward your design ; we shall keep the subject in 
view and forward such as may come to our hands, 
or we shall be able to obtain. 

Your observations respecting the intemperate 
zeal of some individuals, in the cause of emancipa. 
tion, are judicious and receive our approbation. 
We believe the great and noble cause which we have 
espoused, will be most effectually advanced, by a 
persevering resolution, mingled with the mild spirit 
of Christianity. Violence will always create newen- 
emies ; but calm and manly courage, supported by 
sound reasoning, must finally break down the 
mounds which the prejudices of education, and ava¬ 
rice have erected between Africans and humanity. 

We believe, with you, that frequent publication! 
of extracts and fugitive pieces, calculated to impress 
the public mind w ith a true sense of the injustice 
and iniquity of slavery, will be essentially beneficial 
to the designs of our institutions, and we appointed 
a committee of four members for the purpose of 
publishing, weekly, in our news papers, either ex- 
tracts or original essays, as they should judge expe¬ 
dient, but w-e regret that the business has not been 
carried on w ith tlrnt spirit w hich becomes our cause. 

We present you pur cordial congratulations on 
the success which attended your petition, to our na¬ 
tional Legislature, against the admission of slaves 
into the Louisiana territory. This hqppy event, we 
hope, wifi encourage you to engage in the business 
which may come before you, with a spirit of cheer¬ 
ful industry. 

One of the suits, mentioned in our last report, 
has been dismissed by our acting committee, from * 
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belief that the evidence obtained was not sufficient to 
insure a successful issue in case of trial. The o- 
ther is continued, but delayed in consequence of the 
difficulty in procuring the necessary testimony. 
The committee appointed to attend our Legislature 
last session, reported, that their exertions for the 
passage of the bill for the gradual abolition of slave* 
ry, were unsuccessful. The consideration of the 
bill was postponed sine die. 

Several of our Legislators are slave holders, and 
others so intimately connected with them, that we 
are discouraged from renewing our efforts the ap¬ 
proaching session of the assembly. 

We think it most prudent to delay our exertions 
until another year. The subject, however, will 
be brought before the assembly by some of its 
members, but we cannot, under present circum¬ 
stances, hope a favourable result. 

One slave has been liberated, through the inter¬ 
vention of this society during last year. Several 
new members have joined us, and we hope they will 
prove to be an accession of strength. Your address 
to the citizens of the United States, was published 
in our news papers, and distributed in the different 
counties of this state, and we transmitted several 
copies of it to Maryland and Virginia. 

Since our last report, one of our members, by 
appointment of the society, delivered an oration, in 
public, on the impolicy and inhumanity of slavery. 
We think a regular and periodical public delivery of 
such discourses, may advance the cause of African 
liberty; but in our society, it will be difficult to per¬ 
suade suitable persons to engage in the task, and! 
we cannot believe that we can ensure an annual de- 
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livcrV of such orations. We have appointed George 
Munro, Cyrus Ncwlin, William Poole, and Joseph 
Bringhurst, jun. to represent our society in Con- 
vcntion. 

Signed by order and on behalf of the Delaware 
Society for promoting the Abolition of Slavery, by 

ALLEN M‘LANE, V. President. 
ZACHARIAH JESS, Secretary. 

The present officers of this Society are .... 

President... .WILLIAM PRICE, 

Vice Pres.... ALLEN M'LANE, 

Treasurer.. ..WILLIAM SEAL, 
Secretary... .ZACHARIAH JESS. 

ACTING COMMITTEE. 

John Reynolds, 

Isaac H. Starr, 

Cyrus Newlin, 

Jacob Abrichs. 

On motion, resolved, that the foregoing com¬ 
munications be referred to William T. Slocum, 
James J. Wilson, Thomas P. Cope, and William 
Poole, to consider and report thereon. The Com¬ 
mittee are also instructed to include in their report, 
such other objects as they may deem proper for the 
consideration of the Convention. 

A report from the Treasurer for the year past 
Vas read and approved. 
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The minutes of the Acting Committee, exhibiting 
a satisfafctory statement of their attention to the du¬ 
ties of their appointment, were read. 

The following letter, received by a member of 
that Committee, which he had not an opportunity 
oflaying before them, was also read, and referred 
to the Acting Committee hereafter to be appointed. 

Alexandria , December 10 th y 1804. 

Y OUR letter of the first Instant, is received, with 
a copy of the Minutes of the Convention for promo¬ 
ting the Abolition of Slavery. It gives me sincere 
pleasure, to find the companions of my early days, 
taking their station in the ranks with those worthies 
who contend for an equal distribution ofthoseprivi- 
leges, the God of nature has destined for the enjoy¬ 
ment of all. 

The subject matter of your communication is of 
so much importance, I am sorry I am so indifferently 
qualified to answer it in a satisfactory manner ; but 
so far as my efforts .can be subservient to the interest 
of the cause in which you are engaged, they shall be 
exerted. You are desirious to know what cause 
has occasioned the decline of the Abolition Society 
in Alexandria, and what may contribute to its re¬ 
vival. 

The investigation of this subject may expose us 
in rather an unfavorable point of view; notwithstand¬ 
ing this may be the case, I hold it honest to ac¬ 
knowledge an error and endeavour to reform. The 
decline, or rather the dissolution, of our society, 
may be attributed to three leading causes. First, the 
admission of slave-holders into fellowship at its for¬ 
mation. Secondly, a law of the state of Virginia, im* 
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posing a penalty of one hundred dollars on any per. 
son who assisted a slave in establishing his claim to 
freedom, provided he should fail in the establish- 
ment of such claim. And, thirdly, to the rising of. 
the people of colour, at Richmond, under general 
Gabriel. 

As to the first, although the sentiment may appear, 
on first view, to w r ant liberality, yet it w r as my opi. 
nion at the formation of the society, that a founda- 
tion composed of such discordant materials, could 
never support a superstructure of any weight or 
durability: the event proved my position to be just. 

We had not long been organized, before a multi¬ 
tude of objects requiring our attention, presented. 
By a law of the state, slaves brought from another 
state and remaining here for one year without being 
registered, were declared free. Of this description 
there were some in the possession of our own 
members ; those members, but feeble advocates at 
first, at length became our most industrious oppo¬ 
nents ; thus the seeds of discord were sown, at an ear¬ 
ly period, by an enemy in the garb of a friend. 

The second cause I have noted, was less formida¬ 
ble than the first, though its influence was very per¬ 
ceptible among the cautious and timid members, and 
of this class we had many ; but the greatest obstacle 
this law placed in our way, was, that the plantiff should 
site as a pauper, the court to judge first whether there 
was good cause for bringing suit, and if determined 
in the affirmative, the court appointed counsel who 
was bound by the law to plead without fee. Thus 
were we often prevented from procuring suitable 
counsel, and causes suffered much for want of able 
support. Those suits are mostly prosecuted at infe¬ 
rior courts, where common country justices preside, 
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and those justices often considerable slave-holders. 
Under these circumstances the claim must appear as 
clear as the sun at npon day, before it would be ad. 
raitted for trial. This abominable law had such a for¬ 
bidding front, that many of our members deserted 
the cause, despairing of success at any time. 

The third cause I have noted, was fatal to the 
brightest ornament that ever attracted our attention, 
I mean the. First-day school; this school was under 
the immediate care of a committee of the most active 
and intelligent members we had, who w ere divided 
into classes, each class serving in its turn as teachers. 
The good effects of this school exceeded our most 
sanguine expectations ; many of the young boys and 
girls learned to read in the Testament with tolerable 
facility, and others of more mature age, learned to 
write a good legible hand, and made some progress 
in arithmetic. The dreadful plan of the blacks, under 
their leader Gabriel, produced much consternation 
throughout the state. Instructions from the govern¬ 
or were forwarded to the several counties, direct¬ 
ing the militia to form patrolcs, and to disperse 
any unusual assemblage of black people. At that 
time our school committee was cautioned that it 
would be prudent to discontinue the school for a 
time; that however praise-worthy the object might 
such collections of black people could not be 
admitted. 

A temporary suspension was concluded on, 
since which we have not been able tQ acquire suf- 
Jcient energy', to move one step in the business. 

, c &rc in fact dead; and I may say, I have no 
hope of reanimation. 

I have thus endeavoured, to assign the true causes 
>1 the decline of the society for the relief andprotec- 
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tion of persons illegally held in bondage in Alexan- 
dria. It is exhibiting a picture of degeneracy no way 
pleasing to view; nothing will contribute to our re¬ 
vival, but a more thorough conviction of a divine 
precept, and tenaciously adhered to ; that is, to do 
unto others as we would they should do unto us. Far 
indeed is this from being the governing rule in res¬ 
pect to a slave; there is rather a disposition to in- 
crease the measure of affliction already apportioned 
to the poor deserted African. 

Nothing has been done by any public body, that 
I recollect, tending in any manner to mitigate their 
sufferings, except the presentment of a grand jury 
at January term, 1802. The grand jury presentedasa 
grievance, the practice of slave dealers from the Ca- 
rolinas, who purchased negroes here, and in the state 
of Maryland, and made this town a place of deposit. 
Our feelings were often shocked with a view of fifty 
or sixty of those poor objects handcuffed and chained 
together, taking leave of their friends and relations, 
never to meet again. Whether the southern mar¬ 
ket is now better supplied direct from Africa, I can 
not say, but we certainly have not so many of 
those detestable visitors, of late, as we had in time 
past. If your patience is not too much exhausted, I 
will transcribe the presentment for your perusal; 
it will serve to show that this traffic may be so 
conducted, as to shock even the feelings of a slave¬ 
holder. 

January Term , 1802 . 

We the grand jury for the body of the county of 
Alexandria in the district of Columbia, present as i 
grievance, the practice of persons coming from dis¬ 
tant parts of the United States, into this district, foi 
the purpose of purchasing slaves, where they exhi 
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bit to our view, a scene of wretchedness and human 
degradation, disgraceful to our characters as citizens 
of a free government. True it is, that those dealers 
in the persons of our fellow-men, collect within this 
district, from various parts, numbers of those vic¬ 
tims of slavery, and lodge them in some place of con¬ 
finement until they have completed their numbers. 
They are then turned out in our streets and exposed 
to view, loaded with chains, as though they had com¬ 
mitted some heinous offence against our laws. 

We consider it a grievance that citizens from dis¬ 
tant parts of the United States, should be permitted 
to come within this district and pursue a traffic 
fraught with somuch misery to a class of beings inti- 
tied to our protection by the laws of justice and hu¬ 
manity ; and that the interposition of civil authority 
cannot be had, to prevent parents beingWTested from 
their offspring, and children from their parents, 
without respect to the ties of nature. 

We consider those grievances, demanding legis r 
htive redress, especially the practice of persons ma¬ 
king sale of black people, who are, by will of their 
masters, designed to be free at the expiration of a 
term of years, who are sold, and frequently taken to 
distant parts, w-here they have not the power to 
avail themselves of that portion of liberty which was 
designed for their enjoyment. 

This presentment excited but little attention, 
fhough all joined in condemning the practice it was 
intended to expose. 

The number of slaves in this district, I believe, is 
rather on the decrease, partly owing to sales made 
to purchasers from abroad, and partly to a practice 
*mong lenient slave-holders, of setting a moderate 
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value on the time of the slaves, and suffering them 
to hire out on the best terms they can; by this 
means many have been enabled to purchase them- 
selves with the extra wages they get. Since the 
cultivation of wheat has excited the attention of 
farmers in the northern neck of Virginia, the hoe 
has been exchanged for the plough,’ consequently 
the same number of hands are not now requisite, 
to work the same quantity of ground, as when to- 
bacco was the chief crop. Indeed wherever this is 
the case, the despotic disposition of the master is 
abating, and the spirit of the slave is rising from the 
dust. It has moreover a tendency to prepare the 
minds of the people of this country for the recep¬ 
tion of laws, more favourable to the gradual aboli¬ 
tion of slavery. At present, there are but few men, 
of any influence, unpolluted by this debasing spe¬ 
cies of property. 

Richard Hartshome and Walter Franklin being 
prevented from attending, by their request, sa¬ 
tisfactory apology for their absence was made. 

Adjourned till to-morrow afternoon at 3 o’clock. 


January 15th , 3 o'clock P. M. 
Convention met, pursuant to adjournment; 
present :.... 


GERSHOM CRAFT.... President. 


Walter Morton, 
William T. Slocum, 
Rudolph Bunner, 
Clement Hall, 

Josiah Reeve, 

James J. Wilson, 
Thomas P. Cope, 


I I William Jones, 
Timothy Paxson, 
Cyrus Newlin, 
William Poole, 

Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 
Othnid Alsop. 
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Benjamin Cooper, a Delegate from New-Jersey, 
attended. 

The Convention were informed that George 
Munro and JohnR. Coates, were unavoidably pre¬ 
vented from meeting them. 

The Committee of Arrangement made a report, 
which was considered, and with some alterations, 
agreed to as follows :.... 

The Committee of Arrangement , report .... 

THAT, on examining the addresses from the 
different Societies, in order to discover how far the 
requisitions of the last Convention had claimed 
attention, they find, 

That in some of them, the schools for the educa¬ 
tion of the blacks are represented as being in a flou¬ 
rishing condition, while in others it appears that 
little progress in this important object has been 
made. The committee therefore think it would be 
proper that in the circular address the subject should 
be again adverted to, and earnestly recommended. 

( It has also occured to the committee, that advantages 
might arise from the employment of people of co¬ 
lour, as teachers, when properly qualified persons 
of that description can be procured. Where regu¬ 
lar schools are not supported, the appointment of 
committees from the societies to superintend the 
instruction of the blacks, have been productive of 
benefit. In Wilmington such a committee opened 
a school on the afternoons of the first day of t^he 
week. The example is worthy of imitation else¬ 
where, and especially in places similarly circum¬ 
stanced. 
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That the usefulness of occasionally convening 
the blacks and people of colour in order to afford 
suitable opportunities of instructing them in their 
religious and moral duties, has been fully verified 
in the experience of several of the societies, and the 
committee believe it would be right to renew the 
advice of former conventions to the societies on 
this head. 

That, in the publication of extracts and essays 
on the subject of slavery, the committee arc sorry 
to believe great remissness has in some instances ta¬ 
ken place, yet the policy of the measure is so ob¬ 
vious that they wish it to be again recommended to 
the notice of the societies, as a powerful mean of 
obviating popular* prejudices, and of preparing the 
public mind for the reception of important truths 
and the practice of important duties. 

That none of the reports to the convention con¬ 
tain detailed information on the subject of kidnap¬ 
ping, though it is apparent that when it is practica¬ 
ble to procure such details the information might 
Ire rendered singularly serviceable. 

That the committee believe it might be salutary 
to appoint some members of the convention to draft 
an address to the free blacks and people of colour, 
and to recommend the societies to publish and dis¬ 
tribute it, together with the addresses of former 
conventions, or such parts of them as may be best 
adapted to circumstances. They also suggest whe¬ 
ther it would not be eligible to endeavour to induce 
that people to contribute some pecuniary assistance, 
when in circumstances to afford it, to the support of 
schools for the education of their offspring and such 
of their brethren as are less comfortably circuxn^ 
stanced than themselves. 
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They are also of the opinion that the acting com¬ 
mittee should be instructed to renew their efforts to 
correspond with influential individuals, favourable 
to the cause of emancipation, in both the eastern and 
southern states, agreeably to the resolutions of last 
year. 


The committee having reason to believe that 
notwithstanding the prohibitory acts of congress and 
of the states generally, the African slave-trade is car¬ 
ried on tt> a very considerable extent in vessels be¬ 
longing to citizens of the United States, deem it 
proper that the Convention should encourage the 
societies to continued and vigilant exertions to de¬ 
tect and bring the offenders tojustice. 

The committee conclude with a recommendation 
that a circular address be sent to the societies. 

On motion, resolved, that a committee be ap¬ 
pointed to draft an address to the several Abolition 
Societies, and that Joseph Bringhurst, jun. Rudolph 
Bunner, Josiah Reeve, and Thomas P. Cope, be 
the committee. 

Resolved, that so much of the report of the Com¬ 
mittee of Arrangement as relates to the education 
and moral duties of the blacks....Publishing essays 
and extracts on the subject of slavery....Kidnap¬ 
ping.Circulating adddresses to the free blacks 

and people of colour....and to the African slave- 
trade, be referred to the committee on the circular 
address. 


Resolved, that Timothy Paxson, William Poole, 
James J. Wilson, and William T. Slocum, be a 
ooxnmittee to draft an address to the free- blacks and 
people of colour# 
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Resolved, that the recommendation of suggest, 
ing to the free blacks, the propriety of contributing 
to the education of their offspring, be referred to 
the above committee. 

Resolved, that William T. Slocum, Gcrshom 
Craft, Thomas P. Cope, Timothy Paxson, Wil. 
liam Jones, Othniel Alsop, and Joseph Bringhurst, 
jun. be the Acting Committee for the ensuing 
year, and that they be instructed to continue a cor¬ 
respondence on the subject of slavery, agreeably to 
the recommendation of the Committee of Arrange- 
ment. 

Information was communicated, that the person 
engaged in composing a History of Slavery in the 
United States, had made further progress in that 
work. 

Adjourned till to-morrow afternoon at 3 o’clock. 


January lfirA, 3 o'clock jP. M. 
Convention met, pursuant to adjournment; 
Present 


GERSHOM CRAFT.... President. 


Walter Morton, 
William T. Slocum, 
Rudolph Bunner, 
Josiah Reeve, 
Benjamin Cooper, 
William Jones, 


Timothy Paxson, 
Cyrus Newlin, 
William Poole, 

Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 
Othniel Alsop. 


The Convention were informed, by a note from 
Thomas P. Cope, that he would probably be pre* 
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vented further attendance, by the indisposition of 
his family. 

The following report was read, which on motion, 
was referred to the Acting Committee. 

At the last Convention, a committee of eight 
members was appointed for the purpose of forming 
a plan for the general and gradual Abolition of Sla¬ 
very in the United States. There are only two 
members of that committee belonging to the pre¬ 
sent Convention. Those members have not been 
able to obtain full interchange of sentiments with 
their colleagues, on the important subject of their 
appointment, and they have found it so com- 
plex, and affecting so great a variety of interests 
and passions, and demanding such minute and cor¬ 
rect knowledge of the customs, laws, and condi¬ 
tion of the people of the southern states, that they 
do not feel themselves prepared to report any plan 
for a general abolition, to this Convention. 

Resolved, that the Acting Committee be re¬ 
quested to open a correspondence with the London 
Committee of the Society in England, for promo¬ 
ting the Abolition of the Slave-Trade, on the sub¬ 
ject of slavery in general....on which correspon¬ 
dence they are to report annually. They are also 
authorised and directed to present to that body a 
bound copy of the minutes of the Convention, 
since its commencement. 

The committee on the circular address, produced 
an essay, which being read and deliberately consi¬ 
dered, was, with some alterations, adopted ns 
follows 
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To the . Society for promoting the Abolition 

of Slavery. 

THIS Convention lias the pleasure of acknow¬ 
ledging the reception of addresses from the Societies 
of New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Del¬ 
aware ; and of a communication from the Society of 
Rhode Island. A free interchange of sentiments 
between the different societies, through the medi¬ 
um of the Convention, we consider as a matter of 
primary importance. By such communications, 
the Convention becomes the central fountain, into 
which the opinions, and experience of the different 
societies are received, and from whence the united 
knowledge may be transmitted to the individual 
branches. We therefore recommend, to each soci¬ 
ety, a continuation of the practice, and we earn- 
estly entreat them to comply with our request of 
last year, by furnishing us with “ more detailed in¬ 
formation,” not only respecting the moral, litera¬ 
ry, and legal condition of slaves, and other persons 
of colour, within their districts, but also with mi¬ 
nute accounts of every attempt at kidnapping, men¬ 
tioning the names of the parties concerned in the 
business. Such information will open to us an ex¬ 
tensive view of slavery and its attendant evils, as 
they exist within the whole circle of our societies, 
and enable us to labour with greater certainty and 
more effect, for the performance of the solemn du¬ 
ties which are imposed on us. 

We perceive, with sincere and deep regret, that 
some societies have not yet made much progress in 
the establishment of schools for the literary and mo¬ 
ral improvement of the people of Colour. Wecan- 
not withhold the expression of our anxiety on this 
subject....We consider it a matter of high moment, 
involving the most interesting and affecting con&e- 
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quences. Shall we, by lukewarmness or neglect, 
give the enemies of our institutions the triumph of 
reproaching us with indifference....with a want of 
that virtue....that inflexible spirit of perseverance, 
without which the tree we have nourished, and 
hoped to bring r to maturity, may erect its barren 
and useless branches before us, a gloomy monu¬ 
ment of our indolence ! With what reproaches, and 
difficulties, and dangers, have our societies hereto¬ 
fore contended ! with a courage and temperance, 
which could have been maintained only in a great and 
good cause ; we have withstood all the rude onsets 
of the enemies of rational liberty, and, under the 
protection of a wise Providence, we have, step by 
step, moved forward, subduing by the eloquent 
voice of reason and humanity, the oppressors of the 
weeping Africans, until we have seen the fetters 
fall from thousands, and beheld those, who had 
been reduced to the condition of beasts of burthen, 
rising from the earth with the privileges and rights 
of men k Shall we now desert them ? after teaching 
them that they belong to the rank of man, shall we 
refuse to employ our time and talents in preparing 
their minds for the enjoyment of those pleasures, 
and the practice of those virtues which belong to 
their species ? We have hitherto been their friends ; 
if we now desert them, to whom shall they apply for 
help ? Their fate, as it regards human aid, rests 
chiefly with us. Let us try the strength of our vir¬ 
tue....Let us decide, by a vote in our societies, whe¬ 
ther we will continue our parental care over them, 
or leave them friendless and abandoned to their own 
weakness and ignorance. This vote will proclaim 
to the world the sincerity of our views, and the in¬ 
tegrity of our hearts. If we are weary of well-do¬ 
ing, we shall forsake them ; but if our breasts still 
glow with benevolence, we shall decide, with one 
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voice, in their favour. Before we determine the 
important question, it will be well for us to recol¬ 
lect that no good deed passes unrewarded. Every 
individual sacrifice, to humanity and virtue, will 
be placed to our credit in the records of our lives. 

The Convention have been informed, by one soci¬ 
ety, that “ not being able to raise funds for the pay. 
ment of a tutor, they have appointed a committee, 
of ten members, who maintained a school during 
the last summer and autumn, on the First-day after¬ 
noon of each week, for the moral and literary edu¬ 
cation of people of colour,” and that they propose 
re-commcncing the business early next summer. 
This conduct merits and receives our approbation, 
and we regard it as highly worthy the attention of 
societies in similar circumstances....We exhort 
them.to “ go and do likewise.” 

In the cities of New-York and Philadelphia, the 
schools appear to be in a flourishing condition: in 
some of them persons of colour are employed as 
teachers, and where such persons, properly qual¬ 
ified, can be procured, the Convention believes the 
employment of them will be attended with peculiar 
advantages....It will contribute to kindle a spirit of 
emulation in their brethren. In some places there 
are persons of colour whose pecuniary circum¬ 
stances would allow them to give something to¬ 
wards the support of schools, for their own class, 
and we think it proper and just, that their aid should 
be solicited. 

Several societies have informed us that benefit 
has arisen from their meetings with the coloured 
people. We therefore recommend that each soch 
ety select a committee, of suitable members, whose 
duty it shall be to assemble the free persons of co- 
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lour, as often as they shall judge it useful, and com¬ 
municate to them such advice and instruction, as 
they shall think necessary; and that the committee 
report, in writing, the result of their opinions re¬ 
specting the conference, to the next succeeding 
meeting of their society. 

The Convention of last year, recommended to 
each society, the appointment of a committee for 
the purpose of publishing extracts, and essays, shew- 
ing the impolicy, and injustice of slavery ; but we 
observe, with regret, this subject has not received 
that serious and diligent attention to which it was 
entitled. No abolition society can be ignorant that 
there are yet many thousands of persons, within the 
United States, who are opposed, on what they 
esteem grounds of justice and policy, to African 
liberty. Many remain under the erroneous notion, 
that the blacks are a class of beings not merely infe¬ 
rior to, but absolutely a species different from the 
whites, and that they are intended, by nature, only 
for the degradations and sufferings of slavery. There 
was a time when the people of all our states, and 
members of every religious sect, were overshadow¬ 
ed by the darkness of this error, and, in conse¬ 
quence of their erroneous opinions, practised legal 
violations of the rights of humanity. The pen, and 
the tongue of reason and truth have convinced thou¬ 
sands of the falsity of those opinions, and such in¬ 
struments should not be permitted to rest in idle¬ 
ness, until truth and humanity obtain a complete 
and universal triumph. 

We lament the continued necessity, of inviting 
pur attention to the clandestine commerce, which, 
in defiance of our state and national laws, is still 
carried on to the coast of Africa. Information has 
been received that artful men, with the secrecy of 
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midnight robbers, have contrived means of loading 
their vessels for Africa, and obtaining cargoes of 
slaves, and vending them in the West Indies, with¬ 
out subjecting themselves to such detection as 
would lead to legal punishment. Let us keep a 
watchful eye on all persons of this class, and endea¬ 
vour to deter them front the perpetration of such 
cruel offences, by the only argument of which they 
are susceptible, the fear of the just punishment of 
the laws of their country. 

This address will be accompanied by a number 
of copies of our advice to the free people of colour. 
We leave it to your discretion, to distribute them, 
together with such parts of our former advices, as 
y ou shall judge expedient. 

Finally brethren, we beseech you by the rights 
of humanity....by the pleadings of mercy....by the 
great and interesting cause which we have, espous¬ 
ed, that you suffer nothing to discourage you in 
your useful labours....but that you persevere in 
your good works of justice and benevolence, with 
a temperate and firm spirit until your task, by the 
aid of Providence, shall be accomplished* 

The following address to the free blacks and other 
free people of colour, being produced by the com¬ 
mittee on the subject, was read, considered, and 
agreed to. 

To the fret Blacks and other free people of colour 
in the United States. 

THE American Convention for promoting 
the Abolition of Slavery, and improving the Con¬ 
dition of the African Race, having again assembled 
for the purpose of advancing your best interest, and 
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the welfare of your offspring; deem it expedient, 
once more to address you as children of one Al¬ 
mighty Parent, and members of the same extended 
family. The objects we have so long, and so as¬ 
siduously pursued, are highly interesting to socie¬ 
ty at large, and infinitely important to you in par¬ 
ticular.... For their attainment, we therefore claim 
four zealous and uniform co-operation. This de¬ 
mand we make with much confidence, as we are 
persuaded many of you have already verified, in 
your own experience, the propriety of former re^ 
commendations. You have found that industry 
and ceconomy have procured for you, indepen¬ 
dence ; that temperance has greatly promoted, if not 
absolutely secured to you, health ; and that the cul¬ 
tivation of the faculties of the mind, has enlarged 
the capacity for discharging your various duties, 
and for enjoying the numerous benefits you have 
received. On the contrary, you have seen that idle¬ 
ness, gambling, and dissipation, have uniformly 
produced poverty and disgrace ; that intemperance 
has generally been the parent of loathsome disease, 
and the cause of premature death; and that the 
consequences of ignorance arc too frequently, con¬ 
tention and loss. Trusting then, that we can with 
confidence appeal to your own experience, for a 
test of the truth of precepts so often inculcated, we 
beseech you with anxious and tender solicitude to 
bear them constantly in remembrance, and, with 
a steady zeal, put them in practice. We are well 
aware that human nature is frail, and prone to depart 
from the strait path of rectitude. On this weakness 
let us not however rely for a justification of our de¬ 
viations, but rather let it operate as an inducement 
to double our diligence and increase our caution. 
Then while we are conscious of having honestly 
and earnestly endeavoured to dischage the duties 
we owe to our Maker and to each other, we xan 
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look with more confidence to our great Creator for 
pardon of our past transgressions and strength to 
preserve us from a repetition of them. 

In our observations thus far we have chiefly en- 
deavoured to convince you, that on your own con¬ 
duct depends your prosperity and happiness, but 
be assured the consequences do not rest there. The 
greater portion of your brethren still remains in 
bondage. One great obstacle to their release, it is 
in your power and it is eminently your duty to 
remove ; the enemies of your liberty have loudly and 
constantly asserted that you are not qualified to 
enjoy it, that your proneness to dissipation, your 
inattention to your particular concerns, and your 
disregard of the interests of each other, will ever pro¬ 
duce your own wretchedness and lasting mischief to 
those among whom you dwell: in what degree the 
imputations may be just we leave to your own can- 
dour to decide ; but we cannot leave the subject 
without conjuring you to remove, by the utmost 
circumspection of conduct, the causes that have 
been and continue to be urged against you ; and 
thereby contribute your part towards the liberation 
of such of your fellow men as yet remain in the 
shackles of Slavery. 

The education of your offspring is a subject of 
lasting importance, and has obtained a large portion 
of our attention and care. In this too we call upon 
you for your aid ; many of you have been favoured 
to acquire a comfortable portion of property, and 
are consequently enabled to contribute in some 
measure to the means of educating your offspring. 
While you thus benefit your own, you will also 
confer a favour on the children of those who are in 
digent; in at much as there will remain a large pro- 
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portion of other funds to be applied to their improv- 
ment. 

Having thus fully communicated our sentiments 
on subjects the most important to your present, 
and eternal welfare, we beg you to give them your 
dose attention, and sincerely wish you that happi¬ 
ness which is consistent with the will of an all-wise 
and protecting Providence. 

A resolution, relative to the African Slave-Trade, 
was read, and after some discussion, referred to 
Timothy Paxson, Joseph Bringhurst, jun. Rudolph 
Bunner, and Josiah Reeve, to report thereon, at 
our next sitting. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 11 oclock. 


January 17M, 11 o'clock A. M. 
Convention met, pursuant to adjournment: 
fix SENT 

GERSHOM CRAFT.. ..President. 

Walter Morton, i Timothy Paxson, 

William T. Slocum, I Cyrus Newlin, 

Rudolph Bunner, 1 William Poole, 

Josiah Reeve, | Joseph Bringhurst, jun. 

William Jones, | Othniel Alsop. 

b The committee to whom was referred the resolu¬ 
tion on the African Slave-trade, offered the follow¬ 
ing report, which was read, considered, and* adopt¬ 
ed. 
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The committee appointed to report on the pro¬ 
priety of raising a fund for the prosecution of per. 
sons employed in the Slave-trade, report the fol- 
lowing resolution, viz. 

Resolved, That the Acting Committee be au. 
thorised and directed to qpena correspondence with 
the Abolition Societies, and other friends of the 
freedom of the blacks in the United States, in or. 
dcr to create an efficient fund, to be applied to the 
prosecution of persons illegally engaged in the 
Slave-trade. And when such funds are raised, 
they are also authorised to employ an agent or a* 
gem.-,, for the purpose of discovering the violations 
of the laws of the United States, relative to the 
Slave-trade, and reporting thereon to the said com¬ 
mittee, who, thereupon, may act as to them shall 
seem proper. 

The following communication from the Aboli¬ 
tion Society of Rhode Island, intended for the 
Acting Committee, and received during the sit¬ 
ting of this Convention, was read, and referred to 
that committee. 


Providence , Pint Month tth y 1805. 

Respected Friend, 

THY letter dated the 10th of November, to 
M. Brown, came duly to hand, and this day has 
been presented to the society. And although the 
infringement of personal liberty, in New-England, 
has so nearly ceased, as not to require so much at¬ 
tention of the society as heretofore, yet there still 
are some cases, wherein the interference of the soci¬ 
ety, or its individual members, is necessary, and 
has been usefully applied; and divers have obtained 
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•nd preserved theii 1 liberties thereby, since our last 
communication to the Convention. 

There are two species of foreign commerce, 
which some of our citizens are concerned in....that 
to Africa for slaves to foreign ports, and for South 
Carolina; this has generally been carried on in a 
circuitous manner, so as to render it difficult to 
procure proof, yet divers vessels have been con* 
detuned, and sold in this state, some of them in* 
deed by complaints from some of the friends of the 
concerned in order to save the forfeiture. The 
practice of taking on board slaves at one island and 
carrying them to the Havannah for sale and trade, 
has been discovered in some instances, and con¬ 
viction has followed in several actions in our courts, 
but the failure in others has occasioned discourage¬ 
ment to ao general a pursuit and prosecution, as 
otherwise might have been the case; the violence 
used in some cases, on those who have been com¬ 
plainants, has tended also to lessen that pursuit of 
those who violate the laws which otherwise would 
have been made. Most of those concerned in the 
oppressive commerce, having been successful in the 
mammon of unrighteousness, and thereby acquired 
* forcible influence, which the peaceable and legal 
measures of the society, are not able to counter¬ 
act. There arc, however, a considerable number 
of our members and others, who remain firm in 
principles and desires for a total stop to be put to 
ail commerce in our fellow-men, and would gladly 
unite in all Jegal and peaceable measures to effect so 
desirable an object. There is. however, one subject 
which at this time takes our particular attention, 
^ which, we should not discharge our duty, if 
»e did pot lav before the Convention, that of the 
^oaisiina petition for m repeal of the act prohibiting 
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the importation of slaves into that country, and as 
we observe the subject has been brought before 
Congress, we have thought it incumbent on us, at 
this meeting, to address the several members of this 
society, and express our concern on that subject, 
and to request their attention and influence in op. 
posing any indulgence as to the admission of slaves 
in that country, believing it to be highly improper 
in a political, and much more so in a moral sense; 
and we hope the Convention will be favoured to 
unite in such measures, by address or otherwise, 
as will effectually bar the inhabitants from expect, 
ing slaves will ever be allowed to be imported 
there. 

We have no funds belonging to our society, and 
therefore no schools for the education of the blacks 
under the government of the society, yet divers 
schools have been held by the subscriptions of in¬ 
dividual members. 

Your observation on the formation of our socie- 
ties, and of the effect of the united efforts of our 
New-England brethren to wipe away the stain on 
our national character, and indeed to deter those 
inclined to violate the statutes of the country, we 
hope arc well founded ; and hope the solicitude you 
manifest for the exertion of our influence will sene 
as a fresh excitement to perseverance in a steady 
pursuit of the great object, and your brotherly in¬ 
formation and co-operation, so cheerfully offered, 
we trust, will contribute thereto, and to a free com¬ 
munication of our Acting Committee on all neces¬ 
sary occasions. 

In this state, three valuable vessels, returning 
from slave voyages, have been libelled and con* 
demned by collusion to the use of the former own- 
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crs, under the clause of the law directing the court 
to condemn the whole to the use of the libelants. 
Would it not be useful if the law could be so alter¬ 
ed, as that some part should go to the use of the 
United States in all cases ? 

The severity of the season, and length of the 
journey, renders it difficult to prevail with any to 
attend the Convention as representatives. 

By order and in behalf of a special meeting of the 
Society for abolishing the Slave Trade, &c. held at 
Providence, 7th of First Month, (called January) 
1805 . 

DANIEL HOWEL, Prnidcnt. 

To Jamei Milnor, Chairman of the ^ 

American Convention at Phila- C 
dclphia. 

Resolved, that the second section of the fifth 
article of the constitution be erased, and the fol¬ 
lowing substituted, viz. 

All orders drawn upon the treasury, shall be 
signed by the Chairman, and attested by the Secre¬ 
tary of the Acting Committee. 

Resolved, that the Acting Committee have prin¬ 
ted, One thousand copies of the address to the free 
blacks, and other free people of colour....Five hun¬ 
dred of the minutes of this Convention, and as ma¬ 
ny as they shall judge necessary of the circular 
address, and that they have them transmitted in the 
usual proportions, to the different Abolition Soci¬ 
eties. 

Resolved, that the said committee present the 
thanks of this Convention, to the president of the 
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lielect council of the city of Philadelphia, for the use 
of their chamber, during this session* 

Resolved, that th#* Acting Committee be directed 
to give the severalJVbolitjon societies, three month* 
previous notice of the time of meeting of the Con- 
vention, and that they request each society to en- 
join its delegates to attend the meetings of the Com 
vention, punctually, during the whole session* 

Adjourned sine die. 

Published by order of the Convention, 

OTHNIEL ALSOP, Sec’ht. 
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AN ACT 

TOR TH* 

GRADUAL ABOLITION 

or 

SLAVERY. 


Sec. I. BE it enacted by the Council and Gene¬ 
ral Assembly oj this State, and it is hereby en¬ 
acted by the authority of the same , That every 
child born of a slave within this state, after the 
fourth day of July next, shall be free ; but shall re¬ 
main the servant of the owner of hi9 or her mother, 
and the executors, administrators, or assigns of 
such owner, in the same manner as if such child 
had been bound to service by the trustees or over¬ 
seers of the poor, and shall continue in such ser¬ 
vice, if a male, until the age of twenty.five years, 
and if a female until the age of twenty-one years. 

2. And be it enacted , That every person being 
an inhabitant of this state, who shall be entitled to 
the service of a child born as aforesaid, after the said 
fourth day of July next, shall within nine months 
after the birth of such child, cause to be delivered 
to the clerk of the County whereof such person shall’ 
be an inhabitant, a certificate ii> writing, containing 
the name and addition of such person, and the 
name, age, and sex of the child so born ; which 
certificate, whether the same be delivered before 
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or after the said nine months, shall be by the said 
clerk recorded in a book to be by him provided for 
that purpose ; and such record ther eof shah be good 
evidence of the age of such child ; and the clerk of 
such county shall receive from said person twelve 
cents for every child so registered: and if any per* 
son shall neglect to deliver such certificate to the 
said clerk within the said nine months, such per- 
son shall forfeit and pay for every such offence, five 
dollars, and the further sum of one dollar for every 
month such person shall neglect to deliver the same, 
to be sued for and recovered by any person who 
will sue for the same, the one half to the use of such 
prosecutor, and the residue to the use of the poor 
of the township in which such delinquent shall 
reside. 

3. And be it enacted, That the person entitled 
to the service of any child born as aforesaid, may, 
nevertheless within one year after the birth of such 
child, elect to abandon such right; in which case a 
notification of such abandonment, under the hand 
of such person, shall be filed with the clerk of the 
township, or where there may be a county poor- 
house established, then with the clerk of the board 
of trustees of said poor-house of the county in which 
such person shall reside ; but every child so aban¬ 
doned shall be maintained by such person until 
such child arrives to the age of one year, and there¬ 
after shall be considered as a pauper of such town¬ 
ship or county, and liable to be bound out by the 
trustees or overseers of the poor in the same man¬ 
ner as other poor children are directed to be bound 
out, until, if a male, the age of twenty-five, and if 
a female, the age of twenty-one j and such child, 
while such pauper, until it shall be bound out, 
shall be maintained by the trustees or overseers of 
the poor of such county or township, as the case 
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may be, at the expence of this state; and for that 
purpose the director of the board of chosen free¬ 
holders of the county is hereby required, from time 
to time, to draw his warrant on the treasurer in fa¬ 
vor of such trustees or overseers for the amount of 
such expence, not exceeding the rate of three dollars 
per month; provided the accounts for the same be 
first certified and approved by such board of trus¬ 
tees, or the town committee of such township; and 
every person who shall omit to notify such aban¬ 
donment as aforesaid, shall be considered as having 
elected to retain the service of such child, and be 
liable for its maintenance until the period to which 
its servitude is limited as aforesaid. 
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